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The COMMITTEE of SECRECY, to whom the several 
Papers, which were presented (sealed up) to the House, by 
Mr. Secretary Dux DAs, upon the 23d Day of January, 

1799, by His MajzsTy's Command, were referred; and 

who were directed to examine the matters thereof, and 
report the same, as they Shall appear to them, to the 

House; „ 


AVE proceeded, in obedience to the orders of the House, to the 
consideration of the matters referred to them. They have been pre- 
vented from woner laying before the House the result of their examination, 
not only from the extent of the matters which came before them, but be- 
cause some of the recent circumstances which they have to state could. 
not, with propriety, have been disclosed at an earlier period. : 
. In the whole course of their enquiry, your committee have ſound the 
5 Clearest proof of a systematic design, long since adopted and acted upon 
by France, in conjunction with domestic traitors, — pursued up to the 
present moment with unabated perseverance, to overturn the laws, con- 
stitution, and government, and every existing establishment, civil or, 
ecclesiastical, both in Great Britain and Ireland, as well as to dissolve the 
connection between the two kingdoms, so necessary to the security and 
prosperity of both. 4 
The chief hope of aceomplishing this design has rested on the propagation 
of those destructive principles which originally produced the French Re- 
volution, with all the miseries and calamities since experienced in France, 
and now extended over a large part of Europe, _ : £40 
The most effectual engine employed for this purpose has been the in- 
stitution of political societies, of a nature and description before unknown 
in any country, and inconsistent with public — and with the ex- 
istence of regular government. The effects of this fatal cause, operating 
in its full extent, have been unhappily felt and exemplitied in the distrac- 


pared the way forall the different revolutions by which France has Succeeded 
in Subverting so many of the governments of Europe, and reducing so 
many independent states to vassalage and subjection. In this country simi- 
lar measures have been attempted; and although they have been hitherto 
defeated by the precautions of the legislature, by the vigilance of his Ma- 
jesty's government, and still more by the — good sense and loyalty of 

the nation, the object is not abandoned. The utmost diligence is still em- 
ployed in endeavouring, not only to sustain and revive those societies 
whose seditious and treasonable purposes long since attracted the notice of 
Parliament, but to extend their correspondence to every part of this king 


dom, to Ireland, to France, and to those places on the Continent Wie 
„ : CO French 


tions and calamities of Ireland. The same cause is known to have pre- 


| N 
8 Report from the 
French emissaries are established; and to institute new societies, ſormed 
recisely on the same plan, and directed by the same object, as those whose 
influence in Ireland has produced such pernicious and formidable effects, 
and of which the eee might have proved fatal to that kingdom, if 
they had not been averted, in a season of the greatest difficulty, by the 
wisdom, firmness, and exertion of his Majesty's government, and the Par- 
liament of Ireland. The extent and uniformity of this systematic conspi- 
racy are equally striking. The formation and structure of all these societies, 
in this countfy, in Ireland, and on the Continent, are similar: their views 
and principles are the same, as well as the means which they employ to 
extend their influence. A continued intercourse and concert has been 
maintained from the first origin to the present moment; sometimes between 
the societies themselves, sometimes between their leading members; and 
a frequent communication has been kept up with the government of France, 
to which they appear to look as their protector and ally, and which has 
repeatedly furnished an asylum to those who, on account of their principal 
Share in these criminal transactions, have become fugitives or outlaws from 
the British dominions. . 8 | NE 
In stating the grounds of this opinion, although your Committee will 
have much and important new matter to lay before the House, yet they 
will also be obliged to recall to the recollection of the House many particu- 
lars Which have already been brought under the consideration of Parlia- 
ment, but on which new lights have been thrown by the events which have 
since occurred, and by the subsequent intelligence which has been received. 
The information which has been produced to your Committee, on the 
Whole of this subjoct, has been most ample and extensive. The indispen- 
sible necessity of secrecy, with respect to the sources of many parts of 
; that intelligence, must be felt by the House, as resulting from considera- 
1 tions of good faith as well as public safety. They are convinced, that the 
ö early and uniform defeat of all attempts to disturb the public tranquillity of 
this kingdom, is, in a very great degree, to be ascribed to the meritorious. 
. and laudable diligence of the persons filling those departments of his Ma- 
. 3 jesty's government to which this duty has peculiarly belonged. They ap- 
$ pear, during a long period of time, to have obtained early and accurate in- 
formation of the chief designs and measures of the conspirators, and the 
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i 5 striking manner in which the most important eee of the secret intelli- 
$ gence thus procuredhave, in a great variety of instances, been completely con- 


firmed by events now notorious to the world, and by the confession of par- 

ties concerned, entitles, in the opinion of your Committee, the whole of 

the information derived from the same sources to the fullest credit. 

SECT. I—Fiew of the nature and 5ystem of the ciety of United Trichmen, as 
fully ectabliched in Ireland. e 


Your Committee are induced, in the first instance, to state the nature, 

extent, and influence, of the society of United Irishmen, because this society 
has proved the most powerful engine, in the hands of conspirators, against 
the government of their country, which has ever yet been devised, and be- I 
cause its proceedings place, in the clearest view, the real object of all socie- & 5 
ties of this description, etther in Ireland or Great Britain, the peculiar means | ; 
by which they act, and the extreme danger which such societies must produce, 
whenever they are fully established. It is this which has given exertion, con- 
sistency, solidity, and force to the Irish rebellion; which has enabled the con» 
spirators to form themselves, under the eye and in defiance of government, 
into one body, compacted by © 1 Rene union, under an oath of _ 
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. 5 and secreoy; engaging themselves, in the first instance, to misprision of 


b 8 successively, to the perpetration of the most atrocious crimes. 
= This society, thus united and combined, extended itself, by its subdivisions, 
Wn through every part of the kingdom; and was enabled to involve, in one 
h general confederacy, a very numerous description of individuals of almost 
_ every class, connected with each other by a pledge of 3 by cConsci- 
bo ousness of guilt, and by the sense of personal danger, either from the vio- 


Fi 4 lated laws of their country, or from the resentment and power of their asso- 
3 ciates. These bonds of union were strengthened by the use of secret signs, 

7 frequently changed, and applied to different ranks in the conspiracy; for 
9 the purpose of preventing discovery. | 253 


I The system, thus established, gradually acquired the means of disturbing 
the tranquillity of the country in all its parts; of impeding the execution 
of justice, by torcible resistance to the authority of the laws; by the pro- 
tection of accused persons; by the rescue of prisoners; the seizure of 
arms; and, at length, by the assassination of inſormers, of witnesses, of 
magistrates, and of jurymen; till, by the general terror which was diffuged, 
the loyal inhabitants in different counties were successively driven into 
towns, or compelled wholly to quit the kingdom. At the head of this ex- 
tensive conspiracy was placed a Committee, terming itself An Executive 
Directory, extending its influence and power, over the disaffeQed, through+ 
every part of the kingdom, by Provincial and Baronial Committees; 
through whom, and by the mission of itinerant delegates over the country, 
an universal correspondence was established between this Executive Bi- 
rectory and all the subordinate powers and members of this system. An 
intercourse was maintained, in the name of the whole, with individuals 
and societies in this country, as weil as with the governments of his Ma- 
Jesty's enemies; and the conspirators were thus enabled to conceal, or dis- 
play, their numbers at will; and, consequently, to magnify their power, or 
to hide their weakness; to circulate, with APY and effect, the most atro- 
cious calumnies against his Majesty's person and government, and against 
all descriptions and bodies of men, whom they thought it their interest to 
_ vilify; to raise contributions, extorted frequently even from those who had 
not become members of their union; to procure, disperse, and conceal 
arms, ammunition, and artillery; to collect military information; and, final- 
lv, to raise an army, formed of all those among them capable of bearing 
arms, and placed under the command of officers, in military divisions 
corresponding with those established for the general purposes of the 
conspiraa yx. FVV „ 
It is material to state, in detail, the formation of the different branches 
of this system, in order to compare it with the institutions of a similar na- 
ture, which have been since formed in Great Britain, and which will be 
hereafter mentioned. Each of the inſerior societies consisted, 1 
to their original institution, of thirty-six members; which number was af- 
terwards reduced to twelve. These twelve chose a secretary and treasurer; 
and the secretaries of five of these societies formed what was called © A 
Lower Baronial Committee; which had the immediate direction and su- 
perintendance of those five societies. From each lower baronial committee, 
| thus constitutad, one member was delegated to an Upper, Baronial Com- 
| mittee ;} which, in like manner, assumed and exercised the superintendange _. 
and direction of the lower baronial comnnittees in their respective counties. 
* The next superior committees were, in populous towns, distinguished by 
the name of © District Committees, and in counties, by the name of 
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County Committees; and were eomposed of members delegated by the 
upper baronial committees, each upper baronia committee delegating one 


of its members to the district or county committee; and the district or 
county committees had the superintendance and direction of the upper ba- 


ronial-committees. Having thus * organized” (as it is termed) the several 


counties and populous towns, a committee, called A- Subordinate Direc- 


tory,” was erected in each of the four provinces of Ulster, Leinster, Mun- 
ster, and Connaught, composed of two members or three, according to the 
extent and population of the districts which they represented; who were 
delegated to a provincial committee, which held the immectiafe direction 


and Superintendance of the several county and district committees in cach 


of the four provinces; and a General Executive Pirectory, composed 
of five persons, was elected by the provincial directories; but the election 
of this directory was so mayayed, that none but the secretaries of the pro- 
vincial directories knew on whom the election fell. It was made by ballot, 
but not repdrted to the elefors; the appointment was notified only to those 
on whom the election devolved; and the executive directory, thus com- 

oed, assumed and exercised the supreme and uncontrouled command 
of the whole body of the union, which, by these secret modes of election, 
was kept utterly 1 norant- who were the persons to whom this implicit 
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SECT. H.— Jnstitution of Urited Irichmen in 1791 ; and Rise of different Socie- 


-tzes in Great Britain. 


For the purpose of obtaining a comprehensive vicw of the attempts 
which have been repeatedly made, in the course of the last eight years, 


for establishing a similar system in this country, and of the means by which 
they have been hitherto defeated, as well as in order to-enablethe House to 


judge fully of the perseverance with which the system is pursued, and of 
the nature and tendency of the measures which are carrying on at the pre- 
sent moment, your Committee deem it necessary, before they advert to 


more recent transactions, to go back to that. period, when $ocieties of this 
tendency first appeared in both kingdoms, and to trace, as Shortly as they 
can, their progress and intercourse to the present time. | 

The society of United Irishmen was established in the year 1791; and 
other sooieties in Great Britain, particularly The Constitutional Society 


Fhich had long existed, but about this time assumed a new character) The 
Corresponding Society (which was instituted in the spring of 1792) and the 


societies of persons in Scotland terming themselves The Friends of the People, 
(which originated at nearly the same period) appear to have adopted, in 
their fullest extent, all the extravagant and violent principles of the French 
Revolution. The events which followed, in the course of that year and 
the year, 1792, encouraged among the ſeading members of these societies, 
and other persons of similar principles, a sanguine hope of introducing, 
into both countries (under pretence of the reform of abuses) what they 
termed, a © new Order of Things,” founded on the principles of that revolation. 
The degree of bigotry and enthusiasm with wich they attached themselves 
to these principles, was maniſested, as well by the speeches and writings 
of the members of these societies, as hy the zeal with which they laboured 
to propagate, among the lower classes of the community, « spirit of hatred 
and contempt for the cxisting laws and government of the country. 

It can hardly be necessary to the recollection of the House, the industry 
with which they endeavoured to disseminate these sentiments, by the 
agulation of their own proceedings and revolutions; unitarmly directed to 

$44 FE” MN | _ vilify 


ennie dechr ey. =. 
vilify the forms and principles of the British constitution; to represent the 


7 


people of this country as groaning under intolerable oppression; to eradi- 
cate all religious principle; and to recommend a recurrence to experiments 
of degsperate innovation, similar to those which were at that time adopted 
in France. For the same purpose, the works of Paine, and other seditious 
and impious publications, Were distributed, throughout almost every part 
of the kingdvm, with an activity and profusion beyond all former example. 
So confident were the societies of the efficacy of these measures, that 
they appear almost universally to have looked forward from the beginning, 
to the entire overthrow of every existing establishment, in these Kingdoms, 
and to the creation of some democratical form of government; either by 
uniting the whole of the British empire into one republic, or by dividing 
it into two or more republics. The conspirators in Ireland, unquestionably, 
always meditated the complete separation of that country from Great Bri- 
tain: all, however, considered themselves as engaged in one common cause, 
as far as related to the destruction of the existing constitution; all looked 
to the success of the disaffected in each country, as forwarding their com- 
mon views; and each was ready to support the other in any resistance to 
the lawful government; a frequent intercourse among them was tlierefore 
considered as important to their ends; and they all invited, or expected, 
the countenance and aid of France. 5 e e 
The attempts made in the beginning of this conspiracy, to disguise the 
real objects under false pretences, which ought at no time to have imposed 
even on superficial observers, have long since been abandoned. Subse- 
quent transactions have not merely shewn the extremes to which the nature 
and principles of these societies naturally led, but have completely unveiled 


-— the original and settled designs of the persons chiefly concerned in them. 


Your Committee beg leave, in this place, to refer the House to“ his Ma- 
Jesty's proclamation of the year 1792, and the several addresses of both 
houses of parliament thereupon; to the reports of the Committees of par- 
liament in this kingdom and in Ireland; and to the different trials for trea · 
son and sedition in both kingdoms. And they are confident, that an atten» | 
tive examination of those documents can leave no doubt in the opinion of 
the House (even on the circumstances known at that early period) respect. 


ing the real nature and extent of tho original conspiracy. 
SECT. III.— Hirt 2 attemſit in Scotland. The ground work having been 
thus laid in each kingdom, the first public attempt, which was openly. di- 
refed to the object of overthrowing the government and effecting a ro- 
lution, was made in Scotland; under circumstances which, even then, 
evidently marked the connection between the disaffected throughout his 
Majesty's dominions. An Assembly, styling itself!“ A General Convention 
of Delegates from the Societies of the Friends of the People throughout 
Scotland,” met at Edinburgh on the 11th. of December 1792, Thomas 
Muir, a leading member of this assembly, endeavoured to prevail upon its 


* Proclatnation and Addresses — — 1792. 
Lords Report . 9 1 { - - — 1794. 
Commons Report 1 — — W — 5 May 1794. 
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Irish Lords Report - >, - — 1798. 


Commons Do. Ne 5 5 - ” 4 1796. 
Trial of Muir, Skirving, Margarot, Gerald, Palmer, and others, for ſedition in 
Kot Sootland in 1793 and 1794. . | 88727} ; 
of Watt and Downie for Treaſon in Scotland in 1794. «+ > a 
ef Hardy and others for Treaſon in 1794. | TOY 
of Redhead, al. Yorke, for Sedition in 1795. 


of Stone for Treaſon in 1796. 71 755 
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members, at one of their meetings, to receive, and answer a paper intituled,. 
An Address from the Society of the United Irishmen. in Dublin, to the de- 
legates for promoting a Reform in Scotland“ dated the 23d of November, 
1792; and set forth in the Appendix, (No. 1.) in which the United Irish ad- 
dress the Scotch delegates, in what they term © the spirit of ewie union, in 
the ſellowship of a just and eommon cause; and rejoiced, & that the Scotch 
did not consider themselves as merged and melted down into another coun- 
try;” but that in the great national question to which the address alluded, 
* they were still Seotland.“ They added, © that the cause of the United. 
Irish was alsd the cause of the Scoten delegates;” that, “ universal. 
emaneipation, with Refrecentative Legis/ature, was, the polar prineiple which 
guided the Society of United Irighmen ;” that their end was & a national le- 
- gislature, their means, an union of the whole people,” And they recom- 
mended assembling the people in cach country, in what they term, © peace- 
able and constitutional convention;“ the object of which they attempted 
to disguise by the pretence of reform and petition to Parliament. Several 
members of the Scotch Convention appear to have been alarmed at the 
language of this address, and notwithstanding the efforts of Muir, no 
anzzer was sent; and the meeting adjourned to April, 1793. The conduct 
of Muir, in this assembly, formed part of the charge of sedition, upon 
whick ke was afterwards tried and found guilty. His zeal, however, re- 
commended him to the conspirators in Iceland; and owthe: Þbth of January, 
1793, he became a member of the: Sociely of United Frighmen of Dublin. 
- -He was absent in France at the time of the second meeting. of the Scotch 
Convention, which assembled in April, 1793, and again adjourned. itselfto 
the 29th of October following; when it mct a third time at Edinburgh, 
afler the trial of Muir, who was convicted and sentenced to transportation 
in August, 1793. It is well known that he afterwards escaped from the 
place of bis transportation, and has recently resided in France, pursuing a 
conduct marked by the most inveterate hostility to his country. . 
This meeting of the Scotch Convention in October, 1793, appears to 
have been held in corcert with several soeieties in England, and ꝓärticu- 
kicky the Constitutional So iety and the London Corresponding Society, al- 
regdy mentioned. Those societtes a ſterwards sent delegates to the Scotch 
Convention; the terms at whos instructions demonstrate the dangerous 
views of those who sent them. | 
- Hamilter Rowan, a member of the society of- United Irishmen of Dub- 
Un, (now a fagitive from Ireland, and attatnied of high treason,) and the 
honourable Simon Butler, (likewise a uber of the society of United 
Uichmen,) attended this meeting; and J lamilton Rowan had previously 
been solicitetl, by letter from Scotland, on the subject of sending delegates 
f. ann Jrolaint to the Convention. It does hot appear, however, that these 
persons bore the distinet chsracter of dulegates, but they were received 
aiih marke: attention ; and we Convention resolved, on the 5th of No- 
vember, 1793, © that any of the members of the' society of United Irish- 
men of Duhlin should be admitted to speak and vote in the Convention.“ 
On the 22d of November, 1793, the Convention had changed its title to 
that of The British Convention of Delegates of the People, associated 
to obtain Universal Suftrage aud Annual Partiaments.” They assumed, in 
almost every particular, the style and mocig cf proceeding adopted by the 
National Convention of France; they divided themselves into “sections, 
committers of organization, lusttuttum, finance, and SCCTECY I granted, 
*b- ours of Sitting; made * honour mentien' in their minutes of pa- 


triotic donations; entered their minutes“ in the first year of the British 
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Convention; instituted primary societies, provisional assemblies and de- 
partments; received from their sections a variety of motions and reports, 
some of which, in their studied affectation of French phrases, had the words 
Vive la Convention“ prefixed to them, and ended with“ Ca ira;“ aud 
some were dated “ first year of the British Convention one and indivisible.”? 
The views of this dangerous assembly appear from the minutes of their 
proceedings, and from the correspondence of Skirving, their secretary, 
argarot and Gerald, the delegates of the London Corresponding Society, 
and Hardy the secretary of that society: which are stated in the report f 
the Committee of this House in 1794, and in the Appendix to that report, 
and were given in evidenee on the trials above referred too 
It is observable upon the face of these minutes, that the funds of this. 
Convention were extremely low; so low, that perhaps at first sight the as- 
sembly itself may appear do have been rather an-object of contempt, from 
the apparent inadequacy ef its pecuniary means, than an object of alarm 
from the dangerous extravagance of its revolutionary designs. It is happy 
for the peace of this eountry that the means of these societies, in their dif- 
ferent shapes and stages, have not been more equal to such designs. But 
the recent proceedings in Ireland too plainly shew, that though the want 
of money may retard the progress and cripple the exertions of such conspi- 


racies, yet numbers thus leagued together for the total subversion of the 


government and constitution of a country, possess means which (if not sea- 
sonably counteracted) may introduce scenes of the most horrid confusion, 
rebellion, and blood. „ 4 fs e 

This Convention continued to hold ats meetings in the city of Edinburgh, 
until the 4th of December, 1793; when its objects evidently tanded to- 
"wards open rebellion, some of the leading members were artested, toge- 
ther with Skirv ing, their secretary; and Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald, 
ere afterwards tried in Scotland for sedition, and sentenced to transporta- 
tion. The members of this Convention, notwithstanding the arrest bf 


some of their body, assembled again on the 5th of Dvcember, and refused 


40 disperse til-compelled by the magistrates; but they continued for some 
time to meet privately, in different societies, and to carry on a secret cor- 
respondence with various parts of England and Scotland. 55 2 
he society of United frischmen of Dublin, Who had already shewn the 
interest they took in the meeti 
expected) to have eonsidered its dispersien as hostile to their views, and 


declared their sentiments, by a resolution ofthe 20th December, 1793; in 


which, after noticing what-they called, * the oppressive attempt in Edin- 
burgh to stifte the voice of the people through the British Convention, and 
the truly patriotic resistance to that attempt,” they resolved, “that all, or 
any, of the members of the British Convention, and the patriotic societies 
which delegated members to that Convention, should be received as bro- 


N ; — EE BY 
SECT. IV.— A4ttem/rts to asremble a Convention of the Pegſile in England, : : 
The leading English Societies, which have been already stated to have sent 
delegates to the Scotch Convention, had, during its sittings, and for a consi- 
derable time previous thereto, been actively employed in measures directed 


to similar objects. For the purpose of promoting their seditious projects, 


they had carried on a constant correspandence with all the numerous 


country Societies, which had been formed in many populous towns in dif- 
ſerent parts of the kingdom. They bad, as early as in May, 1792, pre- 


sonted an address, sufliciently expressive of their principles, to those whom 
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they styled, © the Friends of the Constitution at Paris, known by the name 
q of Jacobins.“ In the end of the same year, after receiving a letter of ap- 
| probation from persons calling themselves . Friends of Liberty and Equa - 
lity in France,” they instituted a regular Committee of Foreign Corre- 
spondence; and they had even proceeded to present addresses to the Na- 
tional Convention in France, which had then assumed the whole legislative 


' 8everance, the prize of virtue.“ In January following, at the eve of the 
16 murder of the French King, and of the commencement of hostilities against 
1 this country, Barrere, Roland, and St. Andre, active members of the French 
1 Convention, had been elected honorary members of the Constitutional So- 
| ciety: And two speeches made by Barrere and St. Andre, delivered for the 
express purpose of accelerating the condenination and execution of the 
King, asserting the doctrines of the sovereignty of. the people, and deduce 
ing, as its consequence, the. unlimited rights of a National Convention, and 
the personal responswility of the monarch, were entered on the books of 
the -Constifutional Society; and the resolution for this purpose was pub- 
lished in the news-papers. Actuated by these principles, the English, socie- 
ties persevered in their design; and notwithstanding the dispersion of the 
meeting at Edinburgh, which had assumed the appellation of.“ British 
Convention,” proceeded on a plan, which they had long had in coptempla- 
tion, for assembling in England a similar, but more extensive, meeting, 


und executive power, and was assembled for the purpose of framing a new 

* constitution, and proceeding to the trial of the King. In one of these ad- 
dresses, particularly noticed in the report of 1794, but which your Com- 

| mittee think it material again to advert to, they styled the Convention, 

|| „ gervants of a sovereign people, and benefactors of mankind.” They e- 

Ioice that the revolution had arrived at that point of perfection, which en- 

1 abled them to address them by such a title. They extol the proceedings of 

[1 the 10th of August as a glorious victory, and ac 4 « The Benefits will in hart 

1 be ours, but the glory will be all your on; and it is the reward of your per- 


F | under the appellation of © a Convention of the people“? So: 
FI! At a general meeting of the Corresponding Society, held at the Globe 
tj} Tavern on the 20th January, 1794, a resolution and address to the people 


of England were agreed to, and ordered to be published; expressly directed 
to the object of assembling a general Convention of the People. 

At another general meeting of the Society, held at Chalk Farm on the 
14th of April, 1794, among a variety of inflammatory resolutions, they de- 
elared that the whole proceedings of the late British Convention at Edin- 
burgh claimed their approbation and applause. They at the same time re- 
turned thanks to Archibald Hamilton Rowan, prisoner in Newgate in the 
city of Dublin (who had in March, 1794, been chosen an honorary member 
of the Constitutional Society) as well as to the Socicty of United Irishmen- 
in Dublin, whom they exhorted to persevere in their exertions, to obtain 
justice for the people of Ireland. The language held on different occasions 
evidently Shewed their intention of endeavouring to establish by force, the 

authority of such, a convention. They exhorted each other “ to prepare 
 codrageously for the struggle which they meditated;” and openly avowed 
that they meant to obtain the redress, which they professed to seek, ff not 
from parliament, not from the. executive government, but from themselves, 
and from their own strength and valour; from their own laws; and not 
from the laws of those, whom they termed their plunderers, enemies, and 
oppressors. For the purpose of assembling such a convention, and of pre- 
Pafring the people at large to look to its proceedings with fespect, and to 
adopt and countenance the doQrine and practices which it might recom- 

mend, itinerant members of the societies aboye-mentioned, dispersed ark | 
82 ; : * Selves 


Z 
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selves throughout different parts of the country, proceeding from town to 
town, and from village to village, endeavduring to inculcate into the minds 

- of those with whom they conversed, the necessity of such a measure, as 
that which they had in contemplation, for the reform of the abuses of t 
government, and the redress of the grievances of the people; and describ- 
ing, in language varied according to the passions or prejudices of different 

Classes whom they addressed, the nature and extent of the different poli- 
tic al purposes, which might be effocted by a convention, once assembled. 
The dispersion of Paine's works, and other works of a similar tendency, 
was at the same time continued with-encreased industry; and the societies 
flattered themselve- that they had, by these means, really made a progress 
towards preparing a large portion of the nation to favour their project, 
The zeal indeed of many of the country societies appears to have out- 
run the instructions of the agents, and to have carried them into discus- 
sions, beyond those limits which the persons who planned and instigated 
the measure thought it prudent in the first instance to prescribe. The 
agents were instructed to confine the views of the several societies to who! 
they were deputed, and to point the wishes of individuals, purely to the 

3 attainment of universal suffrage, from which, once established, it was re- 

9 presented that all the reforms which could be desired would naturally flow; 

F and it appears to have been the design of those who directed the business, 

1 to prevent the premature discussion of any of those points, which they re- 

1 Presented as subordinate, until after the Convention chould have been as- 

sembled, and this primary object of universal suffrage obtained. No cau- 
tion or prohibition however could prevent many of the country sodieties 
from shewing how confidently they anticipated, as the result to which tlie 
. deliberations of that Convention must necessarily lead, the abolition of 
- monarchy, of aristocracy, and of other establishments, which they deemed 
equally oppress me; and the substitution of a representative government, 
founded on the new doctrine of the Rights of Man; and uniting, in one 
body, all the legislative and executive powers of the state. * 


1 — 


This intended Convention was prevented from assembling by the arrest 
of the secretaries, and of several members of the two Societies, called 
.< The London Corresponding Society, and * The Constitutianal Society.“ 
The secretaries and leading members of the societies at Sheffield and Nor- 
wich, (which, together with several other subordinate $acteties in different 
parts of the kingdom, were in constant corresporidence with them,) were 
also taken into custody. The attention of Parliament was at this period 
directed to these proceedings; and in consequence of the evidence then 
laid before a Secret Committee of this House, the power of detaining su- 
_ $pected persons was intrusted to his Majesty. 1 e 
The subsequent proceedings are sufficiently known. Some of the persons 
80 arrested were prosecuted for high treason. A Grand Jury for the County 
of Middlesex found à Bill against Thomas Hardy, the Secretary of the 
London Corresponding Society, and eleven others. Three of the perseus 
so indifted, viz. Thomas Hardy, John Horne Tooke, and John Thelwall, 
were tried, and on their trials were acquitted of the charge in the indict- 
ment. But the evidęnce given on those trials established, in the clearest 
manner, the grounds on Which the Committees of the two Houses of Par- 
liament had formed their Reports in 1794; and shewed, beyond a possibi- 
lity of doubt, that the views of there persons and their confederates, were, 
in their nature, completgly hostife to the existing government and constitü- 
tion of this kingdom, and wetit directly to the subversion of every esta- 
-blihed and legitimate authority. OR | $9 3 
Aſter these acquittals Henry 8 alias Yorke, v-ho had been der 
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mitted at the same time on a charge of high treason, was brought to trial at | 
York in July, 1795, upon an indiftment for a seditious conspiracy; in which 
Joseph Gale, the printer of a newspaper at Sheffield, and Richard Davison 

of Sheſheld, both of whom had fled from justice, were incladed. Upon 

f the trial of Yorke on this inditment he was found goilty, and sentenced 

j dio two years4mprisonment. 3 0 5 0 WS, 

f . 3 SEC T. V.—Farther Proceedings subsequent to the Arvests in 1794. 2 

A The disclosures made upon these trials; the detentions already mention- ; 
ed; and the powers vested in Goverpment by the © Act to empower. his 
Majesty to secure and detain such persons as his Majesty shall suspect are 
conspifing against his person and government,” Which received the royal 

assent on the 23d of May, 1794, broke, for a time, all the measures which 
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haad been concerted by the disaffected, and obliged them to proceed with 
{IP more caution and reserve. But they never appear for a moment to have re- 
wh linquished their original design; and the nature and constitution of the 
1 Corresponding Society (which still subsisted) peculiarly qualified it secretly 
1 o. continue its machinations, and to extend aud diffuse its PENIS Prin» - 
| J | ciples among the lower orders of the people. The plan of this constitution, 
ZH. as originally proposed, not having been stated in the Reports before re- 
Bt: ferred to, is inserted in the Appendix (No. 2.) It is evident that the over- 


throw of every part of the government and constitution of this kingdom,was 
in the immediate contemplation of those by whom this plan was formed; and 
11 that it was contrived with the view of being applied to the most extensive 
F 1 purposes, if they had succeeded in that object, and of enabling the conspi- 
| 18 Tators, after the overthrow of the existing government, to usurp and exer- 
cCTise an uncontrouled 3 over the whole kingdom. It does not ap- 


I pear that this plan was ever formally adopted; but so much of it as led to 
* the establishment of a secret system of direction, resembling that of the 
1 United Irisbmen, was agreed to, and reduced to practice. e 
W ii Not contented with employing these means gradually to extend their 
1 influence through different parts of the kingdom, the leading members of 
$$ j these societies, shortly before the opening of the session of Parliament, in 
Fl is October, 1795, called together an Aalen meeting, in a field near the 
Wit: metropolis, evidently with a view of trying the temper of the populace. 
1733-8 Under the pretence of * debates,” language of the most seditious and in- 
1 flammatory nature was held to a large multitude, whom curiosity, or other 
1 motives, had assembled, there, and the most daring libels were uttered 
1 against every part of the constitution of these ręealms. BS ons 
"WE The public tranquillity appears to your Committee to have been greatly 
M endangered by this step: so exactly resembling that which, fifteen years 
before, had nearly led to the destruction of the metropolis: and your Com- 


it mittee, are decidedly of opinion, that the shameful and high y criminal 
-  outrages which soon after took place on the first day of the session, are, in 
a great degree, to be ascribed to the influence of these inflammatory pro- 
ceedings, and of this public and open violation of the laws. It is not 
without regret that your Committee feel themselves obliged to recall to 
1 ehe recollection of the House the horrid and sacrilegious attempt against 
0 his Majesty's person, with which those outrages were accompanied. 
1 This alarming proof of the dreadful and desperate consequences which 
meetings and proceedings of such a description naturally tend to produce, 
7 made a deep impression on the minds of the public, and necessarily en- 
gaged the attention of Parliament. On a full consideration of all the cix= © 
cumstances, the Legislature, by salutary laws, strengthened the , 


s Committee of Secrecy, | „„ 
of the. magistrate for the repression of sedition and tumult; provided fresh 
checks against meetings of a dangerons tendency, and of a dcription un- 
known in the history and constitution of this country; encreased the penal- 
ties of obstinate and repeated guilt; and added a fresh safeguard to the 
sacred person of his Majesty. „ 3 8 
One of the immediate effects of these measures was, to put a stop to a 
practice, which had too long been suffered in the metropolis, to the disgrace 
of all order and government the open and regular delivery of public 
lectures, inculcating the doctrines of sedition and treason; inciting the 
hearers to follow the example of France, and animating them to the com- 
mission of the most atrocious crimes. This practice has not since been re- 
vived in. the same shape; but niany of the debating societies which subsist 
at the present time, appear, to your Committee, to be, in a great measure, 
directed to the same pernicious objects, and to require farther animadver- 
sion and correction. Some check was also given to the licentiousness of 
the press, which had, till then, been in a great measure uprestrained. That 
licentiousness has furnished, in every part of Europe, somo of the most 
dangerous instruments in the hands of conspirators. The wdustry with 


* 


which every species of inflammatory and seditious libels had been dissemi- 


nated, applying to the various pass ions and prejudices of every class of 
society, but particularly of that which is the least informed, and therefore 
the most open to seduction, is an unanswerable proof, both of the extent 
and of the zeal of the conspiracy in this country. „ e - 

After the passing of these bills, the London Corresponding Societies 


Sent their delegates into the country, to point out the method of evading 


them, and for the purpose of feeling the disposition of the people. Two 
persons in this character, John Binns and John Gale Jones, were sent, by 
the London Corresponding Society, to Birmingham, Where they were ar- 
rested. They were ſound addressing a meeting of persons in that town. 
Upon Me person of Jones were found two papers; one a letter of credence 
from the society, signed by John Ashley, their secretary, introdueing Binns 
and Jones as their accredited delegates; and the other, the instruction of 
the society for the conduct of these delegates ; both which papers your 
Committee have inserted in the Appendix (Nos. 3 and 4.) They wish 
particularly to notice, that after the 8 given to the delegates to per- 
suade the people whom they were to address, that the sole object of the 
society was parliamentary reform, and that the bills last referred to need 
not prevent their continuing to meet, the 7th article of the instructions ĩs 
in these words: © The design of the above articles is to remove misappre- 
hensions relative to the safety of our association under the new laws. 
This part of your mission being effected, you are to strain every power of 
your mind to awaken the sleeping spirit of liberty; you are to call upon 
our fellow- citizens to be ready with us, to pursue our common object, if it 
must be, to the scaffold, or rather (if our enemies are desperate enough to 
bar up every avenue to enquiry and discussion) to the field, at the hazard of. 
extermination; convinced that np temper less decided than this will 
Suffice to regain liberty ſrom a bold usurping faction. But, to the end that. 
we may succeed by the irresistible voice of the people, you are to excite, 
in every society, the desire which animates our bosom to embrace the na- 
tion as brethren, and the resolution to bear every repulse from passion and 
prejudice which fails to deprive us of the sure grounds of argument.” And 
in the 13th article are the following expressions: — „ 3 a bs 
In a word, you are always to reflect, that you are wrestling with the 

enemies of the human race, not for yourselves merely, ſor you may not 
see tha full day of liberty, but for the child hanging at the hægast; . 3 


* 
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the question, whether the next generation shall be free, or not, may greatly 
depend on the wisdom and integrity of your conduct in the generous 
missions which you and your fellow deputies now take upon yourselves.” 
Notwithstanding this disposition to resist and evade the effect of these 
bills, yet the seasonable and effectual check, thus, for a second time, given 


to the progress of sedition and treason, averted immediate danger; and 1 


it did not extinguish the hopes of the conspirators, at least deterred them 
from the public avowal and pursuit of their projects. But the attempt to 
poison the minds of the lower orders of the people, and to prepare the 
means which might be resorted to on any favourable occasion, was purs 
sued with unabating perseverance. | „ „ 
During the remainder of the year 1796, the system continued to operate 


silently and secretly; but, in the beginning of the following year, its con- 


tagious influence was found to have extended to a quarter where it was 
the least to be suspected, and produced effects which suddenly threatened 
the dearest interests and immediate safety of the country with the most 
imminent danger. 2 | FFA 
The mutiny which took place in the fleet, if considered in all its cir- 
Cumstances, will be traced to an intimate connection with the principles 
and practices described by your Committee, and furnishes the most alarm- 
„ of the efficacy of those plans of secrecy and concert, so oſten 
. referred to, and of the facility with which they are applied, for inflaming 
aud keightening discontent, (from whatever cause it proceeds, ) and for 
converting what might otherwise produce only a hasty and inconsiderate 


breach of subordination and discipline, into the most settled and systematic 


treason and rebellion. These principles and this concert could alone have 
produced the wide extent of the mutiny, and the uniformity of its opera- 
tion in so many and such distant quarters. The persons principally en- 

_ gaged in it, even in its early stages, were many of them , EE 
The mutineers were bound, by secret oaths, to the perpetrati&@n of the 
greatest crimes. An attempt was made to give to the ships in inutiny the 
name of * the Floating Republic,” and this attempt was countenanced both 
by papers published in France, and by a paper here called © the Courier, 
Which has, on many occasions, appeared almost equally devoted to the 
French cause. In some instances a disposition was manifested to direct the 
efforts of the mutineers to the object + compelling the government of this 
country to conclude a. peace with the foreign enemy, and they, at length, 
even meditated betraying. the ships of his 3 into the hands of that 
enemy. All these circumstances combine to impress your Committee with 
a a firm persuasion, that whatever were the pretences and misrepresentations 
employed to seduce from their duty a brave and loyal body af men; yet a 
spirit, in itself so repugnant to the habits and dispositions of British sailors, 


must have had its origin in those principles of foreign growth, which the 


| societies of the conspirators have industriously introduced into this country, 
and which they have incessantly laboured jo en among all descrip- 
tions of men, but especially among those whose fidelity and steadiness is 
most important to the public safety, A strikipg instance of the desperate 
extent to which these principles were carried, appears in the proceedings 
pf a court martial, held in the month of June, 1797, an abstract of hi 
por Committee have thought it right to insert in the Appendix (No, 17.) 
The opinion stated by your Committee will be still more confirmed by the 
Pens and atrocious attempts (bearing still more evidently the Character 
of those e e in which they originated) which have been made in a 
great number the g d! ; 
which it will he necessary for yo ittee hereaſter to take notice. 3 
S rol & . : : 2 


instances since the 5 eat mutiny Was suppressed! and of 


r 
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the period now referred to these systematie attempts to seduce both the 
sallors and soldiers fram their duty and allegiance, to incite them to mu- 
tiny, and to engage them in plans for the subversion of government, had 
become So apparent and frequent, as to attract the immediate notice of the 
legislature. Among these attempts, that made by a person of the name 
of Fellowes, convicted at Maidstone in Juby, 1797, desetves particular 
attention. The seditious hand-bill, which he was proved to have distri- 
buted among the soldiers, is inserted in the ee og 3, ) and it ap- 
pears from a. letter (also there inserted, No. G,) written by him to Evans 
and Bone, two of the most active members of the London Corresponding 
Society, and who have suceessively filled the office of secretary to that so- 
ciety, Shortly before his arrest, that he had yoo to Maidstone for the 2 | 
pose of circulating seditious papers, as well as of making reports of the 
society at Maidstone. © © WS | 

In consequence of the prevalence of these dangerous practices, two act 
of parliament were passed in the year 1797,“ one inflifting severe penal- 
ties on any person guilty of inciting any of his Majesty's forces, by 
sea or land, to mutiny; the other for more effectually preventing the 
ministering or taking of unlawful oaths. The propriety and necessity of 


both these acts was farther evinced shortly after. A person of the name 


of Fuller was detected, two days after the passing of the first act, in at- 
tempting to seduce a soldier belonging to the Coldstream Regiment of 


Guards, was found guilty at the following sessions of the Old Bailey, and 


sentenced to death; and one Charles Radcliffe, prosecuted- under the 
second act, at the last court of session held for the county palatine of 


Chester, was ſound guilty of administering the oath or test of the soi 
of United Englishmen. The paper found upon Fuller, and which formed 


the chief ground of his conviction, is inserted in the Appendix, (No. 7,) 
und deserves particular attention. 5 ö e. 
| Your Committee have thus traced the chief transactions which took 

place in this country, connected with the general design of the conspiracy, 
nearly to the cee when its effects were manifested in their most dreadful 
and formidable shape in Ireland, by the atrocious and unexampled re- 


bellion which broke out in the beginning of the last summer. About this 


time, either with a view to that very rebellion, or in consequence of it, 


the societies in this country entered into still closer connection with the 
society of United Irishmen, and assumed a shape, more similar than be- 
fore, to that extraordinary combination, the nature and eſſects of which 
have been already fully described. It will therefore be necessary for your 
Committee, in this place, shortly to review the progress of this society, 


and of the steps by which it gradually prepared the way for the recent 


WP 


miseries and calamities which have been experienced in Ireland. + 
SECT. VI.—Ptrogress of the Society of United Tridhmen in Ireland, till the period 
of the Rebelliom ; its intercourse with France, and with leading Members of 


Societies in this Country, 


The transactions of the conspirators in that country are so fully detailed 
in the different reports of the two Houses of the Irish Parliament, that 
your Committee do not think it necessary to statè them at length, and will 
only call the attention of the Hause to such parts of them as prove, from 
the subsequent conduct ef the conspirators, the falsehood of the early pre- 


$2nces by Which they attempted to disguise their real views, as well as the 
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been previously communicated to other persons in each kingdom.“ 


%%% ß 
intercourse kept up by them with the French Directory, chiefly throngh 
England, and the communication between leading members of the society 


-of United Irishmen, and those of similar societies in Great Britain, 


As early as the year 1793 hopes and expectations were held out of 
French assistance; prayers were publicly offered up, at Belfast, from the 
ulpit, for the suocess of the French arms; military associations were æntered 
into without any legal authority; and repeated attempts were made to se- 
duce the soldiery from their duty. „ g N 
In Febrnary, 1794, Jackson, an Irisli clergyman, passed from France, 
through England, into Ireland, for the purpose of carrying on a treason- 
able corre pondence, with a view te an invasion of both Fear He 
was particularly recommended to some of the leading members of the 
English societies, and he transmitted 40 the French government, both from 
London and from Dublin, papers on the subject of his mission, which had 
In April, 1794, he had many confidential conversations at Dublin, on thrs 
subject, with Hamilton Rowan, a leader of the United Trishmen, hefore- 
mentioned, ho was then in prison, and, since his escape, has been attainted 
for high treason, with Wolfe Tone, also a leading member of the same so- 
ciety, who was lately taken on beard the French ship the Hoche, in the 
actual attempt to invade Ireland, and with Lewis, now, the resident en- 
voy from the United Irish at Paris. 5 5 
Although the trials of Jackson and Stone, and the arrest and flight uf 
Hamilton Rowan and Tone, checked these projects ſor a time, the society 


f United Irishmen pursued their measures with unabating re The go- 


xernment of Ireland acquired information respecting the conduct of par- 
ticular persons, whom they had, even at that time, sufficient 3 to 
Sonsider as chiefly engaged in this tceasonable conspiracy; particularly Lew 
ins, above referred to; Henry and John Sheares, since convicted. of high - 


treason, and executed; Oliver Bond and Wolfe Tone, convicted of the 


same crime, and both since dead, the latter by his own hands, to escape 
the punishment due to his crimes; Lord Edward Fitzgerald, who died in 
Prison, in consequence of the wounds he received in resisting the officers 
of justice, and has been since attainted of high treason; and Arthur 
O'Connor, M Nevin, and Emmet, whose individual guilt, as well as that 
of the whole conspiracy, is sufficiently proved by their on conſessions. 
It is stated, in the confessions of the three persons last named, that the 
first communication Which came to their knowledge between the Irish and 
French Directories, Was an offer made by the latter, in the year 1796, to 
send a French army to Ireland to the assistance of the Republicans; but 
the Committee of the House of Lords in Ireland have stated it as their 


opinion, that Lewins had been dispatched to France, in the summer of 


1795, to request this assistance; and your committee are convinced, from 


secret intelligence which has been laid before them, that this Opinion wes 
well founded. | 


The invasion of Ireland, which was attempted in December, 17 96, was 
arranged at an interview which took place on the frontier of France be- 
tween Lord Edward Fitzgerald, Arthur O'Connor, and General Hoch, 


in the summer of that year. After the failure of this attempt, the solicita- 


tions of the Irish Directory were renewed; a proposal, which arrived from 
France early in 1797, was accepted, and an answer transmitted, through 
England, by the means of Arthur O*"Cennor ; Lewms was dispatched to 
Parts in April, and M*Nevinin June. Both were employed in urging the 


* Vide Jackson and Stone's Trial, and Report of Commons in Ireland. : 
KEW . __ anvasion 
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invasion of Ireland, and in counteracting the negociation for peace with 
the French Republic, which his Majesty's Minister was then carrying on 
at Lisle. A conference was held in the same summer, in London, be- 
tween Lord Edward Fitzgerald and a French agent who came from. 
 Hamburgh, in which farther arrangements were made for the intended in- 
vasion. 5 | Rs PIES We 
The arrest of several persons in Ireland, and the flight of others, and 
the memorable defeat, by Lord Duncan, of the fleet intended to protecrt 
the expedition fitted out from Holland, again disconcerted the projects of. 
the conspirators. After this event, the French government appears to have 
repeatedly urged the leaders of the Irish Union to immediate insurrection; 
but the more cautious amongst them were unwilling to act, untit the French 
should actually have landed, and their opinion for a time prevailed. 
The correspondence was in the mean time continued; the projets of. 
' rebellion and invasion were ripening ; and at this period the hopes of the 
Trish conspirators derived fresh encouragement from reports of the progress 
of new socicties in Great Britain, formed on the same plan with them-. 
elves. A regular communication was kept up between the Irish and 
English committees, through Arthur, O'Connor, who had come from lIre-. 
land to'England early in Pong. 1798; and in the reports transmitted by 
the English societies to Ireland, the force of the United En nehmen (a 
Society which had been recently formed on the model of the United Irish, 
and of which a more particular account will be given hereafter,) was repre- 
sented to be considerable, though your Committee have reason to believe 
that there was meh exaggeration in these reports. Arthur O Connor,“ in 
z letter to his brother, 1250 London, 13th February, 1798, and seized in 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald's apartments at Leinster House, states, © that 
Scotland is Irish all over that the people here give no opinion, though it 
is easy to learn they look for a change.“ 
At a provincial meeting in Ireland, held on the Ist of February, 1798, 
it was stated to the meeting, by a person just arrived from Dublin, that 
« the French were going on with the expedition, and that it was in a 
greater state of forwardness than was expected; but, what was more 
flattering, three delegates had been sent from the United Britons to the 
Trish National Committee, and from that moment the Irish were to con- 
sider England, Scotland, and Ireland, all as one people, acting for one 
common cause.“ An address was at the same time produeed, which it 
was stated the delegates of Britain had brought with them to the Irish 
National Committee. It was also stated that the priest, O*Coigly, was 
one of the delegates mentioned to have been then lately returned from 
France; and it was added, that he, and another priest who had fled from 
Ireland, were the principal persons who had opened the communication 
with the United Britons. „ n | 
At another provincial meeting, held on tlie 27th of February, 1798, it 
appears to have been stated, © that a delegate had arrived from France; that 
the French were using every endeavour to have the expedition for Ireland 
completed; and that the Irish delegate came home to cause the United 
Irish to put themselves in a state ef orgauization to join them, as the Di- 
rectory positively assured the Irish Ba eee that the expedition would 
set out for Ireland the end of April or the beginning of May.“ It was 
also stated, that there had been a meeting of all the eee in Englaud 
and Scotland held in London, but that their resolutions could not be ob- 
tained till the next provincial meeting, to be held on the 25th of March. 


* Vide Trial of O'Connor. RR 
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/ The address, which the delegates of United Britons were so stated, at 


_ the provincial meeting of the Ist of February, 1798, to have brought with 


them to the Irish National Committee, your Committee have inserted in 
the Appendix (No. 8.) About the same time a most seditious paper, sent 
from the London Corresponding Society to the Society of United Irishmen, 
signed J. T. Crossfield, Prevident-—Tho. Evans, Secretary, dated 30th 
anuary, 1798, (also inserted in the Appendix, No. 9,) Was published in 
reland, in a paper called“ The Press, and the angina! Seized in March, 
1798, in consequence of- the apprehension of Arthur O*Connor in Eng- 
The priest, O*Coigly, referred to in these transactions, and who has 
since been convicted aud executed at Maidstone, was a native of Ireland, 
and went from that country to Cruxhaven in 1797, with another Irighman 
who was obliged to fly from Ireland, and passcd into Holland at the time 
when the Dutch fleet under Admiral de Winter was about to sail, with a 
large body of troops, on an expedition destined against Ireland. When 
the fleet had sailed without the troops, O'Coigly and his companion went 
to Paris, where, finding themselves thwarted by the jealousy of the resi- 
dent envoy from the Irish Union, O'Coigly returned to England about the, 


middle of December, 1797, and went to Ireland in January, 1798. 


While in Ireland be appears to have had interviews and correspondence 
with Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and others of the Irish conspirators, and he 


returned to England about the middle of February, 1798. 


Intelligence was conveyed to Government of this man's designs, and 
particularly of his intention to pass into France, for the purposes which 
after wards appeared to be the object of his mission; he was therefore nar- 


roy watched; and on the 28th of February, 1798, he was, together with 
Arthur O'Connor, John Binns, Allen, and Leary, taken into custody at 


Margate, in the attempt to obtain a-passage to France, The- particular 
circumstances attending these attempts are detailed in the evidence on his 
rial. One of the papers, seized by the officers who apprehended him, 
was an address from “ the Secret Committee of England to the Executive 
Ditectory of France,” set forth in the Appendix, (No. 10,)- clearly de- 


monstrating the traiterous views of chose who formed the address, and were 


instrumental in the attempt to transmit it to France. | 


C 


It appears also to your Committee, both from previous and subsequent 
information, that Arthur O'Connor, who had been, to the moment of 


leaving Ireland, one of the members of the Irish Directory, was not only 


going to France in the confidence that, when there, he should be con- 
sidered and received as an accredited agent, but was confidentially em- 
ployed by the remaining members of that Directory, who we at that 
time dissatisfied with the conduct of Lewins. FFF 
8 . — | gs 
SECT. VII. Fartiier Intercouste heteuten the United Trighmen, the French Govern» 


ment, and the British Societies; Formation of new Societies, and their Proceedings. 


Al the meetings of the London Corresponding Society, for above two 
years before this time, it had been avowed; that the object of the -society- | 
was to form a'republic, by the assistance of France. Reſorm in Parlia- 
ment, or even annual elections, or universal suftrage, were therefore no 
longer mentioned. Your Committee have abundant reason to believe, from 


the information laid before them, that a person of the name of Ashley, (one 
- of the persons arrested in 1794) and who had, for a long time, been secre- 


tary to this society, was now acting as their agent at Paris, and had recent! 
given them hopes of the succour of a French army. Meetings were held, | 
| Trot, 4 


* . * y 
t 


7 


| 2 d v 
ta contrive the means of procuring arms, to enable them to co- operate with 
a French force, in case of an invasion. The leading members of the dis- 
affected societies were also in the habit of frequenting an occasional meet- 
ing, which was held at a cellar in FurnivaPs Inn, and was first formed for 
the purpose of reading the libellous and treasonable publication, called 
«The Preis.“ This place gradually became the resort of all those WhO 
were engaged the most deeply in the conspiracy. It was particularly at- 
tended by Arthur O'Connor and O' Coigly, previous to their attempt to go. 
over to France; and by the persons cheitly instrumental in carrying on cor- 
respondence with the Trish conspirators ; and secret consultations were re- 
peatedly held there, with a view to projects, which were thought too dan- 
0 gerous and desperate to be brought forward in any of the larger societies. 
Among these plans was that of effecting a general insurrection, at the same 
moment, in the metropolis and throughout the country, and of directing it 
to the object of seizing ar assassinating the King, the Royal Family, and 
many of the members of both Houses of Parliament. An officer, of some 
experience in his Majesty's service, was selected as their military leader; 
and sanguine hopes were entertained, that they could command a sufficient 
force to effect their desperate purpose, in the first instance, by surprizae. 
But although the apprehension that they could not as yet collect sufficient 
numbers to maintain and secure their advantage, appears, for the time, to 
have deterred them from the attempt; yet the general language held 
among these persons, at this period, proved, that they had brought them 
selves to the opinion that matters were nearly ripe for measures of open 
Violence. Hu | | + 
_ Attempts were at the same time made to form in London, upon the plan 
of the United Irishmen, the society of United Englishmen or United Bri- 
tons, before referred to; and ©'Coigly and John Binns appear to have 
been leading persons in that design. It was proposed to divide this society 
into four districts, including a large part of the coasts of this kingdom the 
most exposed to invasion: and it was also in contemplation to combine the 
operations of this society with those of a society of United Irichmen; of 
which your Committee will find it necessary separately to take notice. 
Most of the societies through England, which had used to correspond 
with the London Corresponding Society, had also aboũt this time adopted 
the same plan of forming societies of United Englishmen; and finding 
their communications by writing to be hazardous, they avoided, as far as 
possible, the keeping any papers; used cyphers, or mysterious words, in 
the few writings that passed between them, and principally carried on their 
intercourse by agents, who went from place to place, and were recognized — 
by signs, which were frequently changed. Many ignorant or inconsiderate 
persons, throughout the country, were gradually involved in these criminal 
transactions: and the influence of the destructive principles from which 
they proceeded, was still farther extended by the establishment of clubs, 
among the lowest classes of the community, which were open to all persons 
5 ing one penny, and in which songs were sung, toasts given, and language 
eld, of the most seditious nature. V Rs 
Information having been received of a meeting of United Englishmen, to 
be held at a house in Clerkenwell, warrants of arrest were issued, and per- 
sons were apprehended on the 18th of April, 1798. There was found upon 
the secretary of the London Corresponding Society (who appears to have 
oſficiated as president at that meeting) the bath proposed for the United 
_ Englishmen, set forth in the Appendix (No. 11); another oath, of the 
same nature, was found under the table; and also a printed constitution 
of the Society of United Englishmen, set forth in the Appendix, (Nos. 


12 and 13.) | 2 
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delegates and secretary of the London Corresponding Society, intended to 
be assembled at a large room in Wych Street, on the 19th of April, 1798, 


the persons there assembled were likewise arrested; and from the disco- 


veries made in consequence of thesò arrests, the oonnection between the 
London Corresponding S-.ciety and the London Society of United English- 8 5 


men was clearly established. 


It appeared, that about forty divisions of United Englishmen had been = 
formed in London; about twenty of which had their regular places and 


days of meeting: and that many similar societies were forming in different 
parts of the country, With respect to these latter, it was intended that the 


different counties in Great Britain should, respectively, be divided into 
districts; in each of which a central society was to be established in the S 


principal town, and was to garry on a constant correspondence, both with 


the smaller societies in that district and with the general society in London. 


And this system was so constructed, as to admit of still farther sub-divi- 
sion, if the increase of numbers had been such as the leaders hoped, 
It appears to your Committee, that the chief progress made in the forma- 


tion of Societies of United Englishmen, was in London and the parts ad- 


jacent; and in Lancashire, and some parts of the west df England and of 
Wales, more immediately communicating with Ireland, and in which 
there were many United Irishmen, either as residents or as fugitives 


from their country. 3 . | 
At Manchester, and in the adjacent country in particular, the plan of 
these canspiracies was extending itself in the most alarming manner; and 


they were much promoted by the activity of the United Irtshmen, of whom 
there are very large numbers resident in that neighbourhood. Great num- 
bers of printed copies of the Constitution of United Englishmen,“ have 
been discovered in Manchester and the neighbourhood ; and it is evident 
that the society was making great progress, when it was checked by the 
arrest of several of its leaders in 1798. 1 
A society ef United Englichmen had been established in and about 
Manchester before the year 1797. In the beginning of that year, it con- 
sisted of about fiſty divisions, and in the vear 1798 bad Cree to about 


eighty. Each of these divisions consisted of not less than fifteen inem- 
bers, and was again subdivided when the number of its members exceeded 
\thirty-8x. This society has been particularly active in the most wicked 
attempts to seduce the soldiers in different regiments; for which purpose 


they adopted a systrm of more particular secrecy, and it has therefore 
been difficult to discover the extent of these crimes; but the general good 
conduct of his Majesty's forces, of every description in this kingdom, af- 
fords the most satisfactory proof that these diabolical practices have not 
been successful in any considerable degree. The test used for the soldiers 
is set forth in the Appendix (No. 14). - In other respects the society has 
followed the United Irish and the United English formed in London, in 
their constitution, their test, and their signs of secrecy; and its operations 
have been conducted with the same mystery, and under the same direc- 
tion; the whole being governed by the persons wid form the committee 
of United Englishmen, styled “ The National Committee of England,” 
who ars, apparently, unknown to the rest of the, members of the society, 
thowgh their dictates are implicitly obeyed. They were-the, more induced 
to acquiesce in this system, and to obey implicitly the directions of their 
leaders, from the persuasion with which they appear to have been univer- 
sally impressed, that persons of higher situations in life afforded them 


cCountenance and pecuniary aid; though , from circumstances of caution, 
: . . , SE 6 OI . £ those 


Information having also been received of an extraordinary meeting of the 


— 


* 
\ 15 g 
those persons had not become actually members of the society; or if they . 
were members, concealed the fact with considerable care, and did not al- 
tend the meetings. In some degree this persuasion may have been well 
founded; but your Committee are induced to think, that some art was used 
to strengthen this impression, for the purpose of giving greater encourages. 
ment to the members in their hopes of final success. 

The societies in the country connected with Manchester have been ; 
formed into twelve districts, each of which sent a delegate to the commit- | 
tee, called, the county committee; which appears to nave corresponded, 
not only with the national committee of England, but also with the na- 
tional committee, of Ireland. VVV⁵˙n LS 

The interoourse between the United Englishmen in these parts and the 

United Irish, appears indeed to have been continual ; many of the United 
Ixich frequently passing and repassing between Cheshire or Lancashire, and 
Ireland, and frequently visiting the Englich societies. Among the persons 
who have been thus travelling from one country to the other, your Commit- 
tee have remarked O'Coigly, who repeatedly visited Manchester, Stock- 
port, and other places in the neighbourhood ;- and particularly in the year 
1797, when he was received with marked attention. He came there again 
in 1798, on his return from Ireland after his journey into France before- 
mentioned. He then wore a military dress, and passed by the name of 
Captain Jones, the same appellation by which he was introduced by Arthur 
O'Connor to Mr. H. Bell, of Charter House-square, from whose house 
O'Connor took his departure, previous to his arrest at Deal. The accounts 
which have been obtained of his conversation and conduct at Manchester 
leave no room to doubt the objects of his different journies between Great 
Britain, Ireland, and France, and particularly of his intended journey to 
. France, which was prevented by his arrest; and there appears also little 
| reason to doubt that many, both of the United Englishmen and United 
Irish, at Manchester and in its neighbourhood, were aware of the general 
Durport, at least, of his mission, and anxiously expected that assistance from. 
rance, of which they feceived, from him, very strong assurance. 
I be society at Manchester seems to have been the central society of an 
extensive district; and to have been managed by a very zealous and active 
committee. It frequently sent delegates to plages in the neighbourhood, * 
and to various parts of Yorkshire, ar mp e, Nottinghamshire, and 
Cheshire. Their. correspondence appears to have extended to the most 
distant parts of England, as well as to Edinburgh and Glasgow. - 
Liverpool also became the seat of another central society, presiding 
over a surrounding district, and corresponding with other parts of neg 
and with Scotland and Ireland; and different emissaries, some of whom 
were foreigners, about this time, were sent through various parts of the 
kingdom, for the purpose of ascertaining the numbers and dispositions of 
the societies of United English ard United Irich. | | 
| Whilst the societies in England were thus endeavouring to form a bo- 
ciety of United Englishmen, or of United Britons, on the model of the 
Irish society, attempts were made in Scotland to form a distinct 3 
© United Scotsmen” vn the same plan. And your Coinmittee can not forbear 
to remark the industry with which it has been attempted in this instance, as 
well as in others, to separate Scotland as well as Ireland from England, 
and to found, on the ruins of the establisbęd government, three distinct re- 
publics of England, Scotland, and Ireland. of 
The attempts to form a society of United Scotsmen had made little pp? 
gress till the Spring of 1797; but from the month of April, 1797 until No- 
vember following (when a discovery was made in the county of F ge | > ; 
| | RY | w | 
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which George Mealmaker was brought to trial, and convicted of sedition) 
these attempts appear to have been attended with more success, and parti - 
3h eularly in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, and in the counties of Ayr, Ren- 
1 ftrew, Lanerk, Dumbarton, Fiſe, and Perth. Glasgow, and the county of 
| Ayr were the places in which this spirit first manitested itself, and from 

which emissaries were sent, into different parts of the country, for the 

purpose of increasing the numbers of the society, and disseminating what 
| they termed, * political knowledge.” © LN | 
The gociefies thus formed in Scotland appear to have been reduced to a 
Hl system almost as regular and complete as. that which was established in Ire- 
1 land; the outlines of the plan were the same, and the studred secrecy of 
the proceedings, and theFradations of internal arrangement, formed its great 
characteristic. By a general rule of their association, no Society was to 
consist of more than sixteen members, and when any society had ob- 
i tained a number of members exceeding sixteen, it was to divide itself into 
| two societies. In some small towns there were three or more such socie- 
1 ties, all of which were sometimes assembled, by their individual members, 
10 or by a committee from each society; and such assemblies were termed 
00 * parochial meetings.“ Each of these parochial meetings had a secretary, 
14 who was also treasurer; and one or two delegates were. chosen to repre- 
sent the parochial at the county meeting, which was composed of dele- 
| gates from all the parochial meetings within the county or district, and was 
held every six weeks. The delegates were elected by ballot; but the bal- 
lot was so conducted, that no person knew on whom the choice fell, except 
the secretary, and the person chosen. This election was sometimes made 
by each member whispering in the ear of the secretary the name of the 
person for whom he gave his vote; and as there could be no material check 


1118 on the declaration of the secretary, it is evident that the election of dele- 14 
Wit gates might be managed in any manner most agreeable to the leaders of 
ati the society. The meetings called County Meetings” were not restricted 


d the known divisiens of the counties, but were Composed of delegates 

Ui! from parochial meetings, within either larger or smaller districts, according 

to the number of United Scotsmen in each neighbourhosd. At the county 

„ meetings delegates were elected, to represent the societies at a * national 

ia meeting, in the same secret manner as was used in the election of the de- b 
Wl! legates to the county meetings; and the place of that meeting was not 

14 generally disclosed. The secretary of the county meeting gave the delegate, 

Wig! when chosen, a small slip of paper, containing the name of a person to 

[| whom he was to apply, and who was to take him to the place of the nati- | 

Wil nal meeting. This person was called he intermediate.“ The counties also =. 
1 - were distinguished by numbers, and not by their names; and the delegate 
received, on another slip of paper, the number of his county, and the time 

| appointed tor the national meeting. | | 


* p - 


Ihe meeting assuming this name was a committee formed of delegates 
; tom the county meetings, and assembled every seven wecks; and there 
5 the mest important business of the society was transacted. This meeting 
* received reports from a secret committee and nominally directed its con- 
duct, but the secret committee really had the chief management. This 
gommittee was elected from amongst the delegates at the national meeting. 
| in the same secret manner as those delegates had been chosen at the county 
we meeting, the persons elected being only known to the secretary; and the 
o committee, thus secretly formed, did not disclose itself in the transaction of 
business; all of which was conducted through the intervention of a person 

(already noticed) called e intermediate, who delivered their orders, and. 

who was the same person to whom the delegates had been directed to ap- 


i ly 


0 
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Ply for information respecting the place of assembly of the national meet= . 
ing. Except therefore to the intermediate, to the secretary, and to each other, 

the persons composing the secret committee remained wholly unknown. 

Every proceeding was involved in the same mysterious secrecy ; and 
though this system of blind obedience had the effect of disgusting and 

_ alarming some of the delegates, who perceived themselves to be instru- 
ments an the hands of an unkhown authority, for purposes, of which the 

extent was never fully disclosed to them; yet the committee, thus formed, 

_ continued to preserve its general influence; disbursing at its pleasure the 
money collected; giving all orders for the places of the national meetings; 
sending missionaries, disseminating papers, recei ing information, and con- 
ducting every part of the business without contfoul. 

The eee re de. was generally, if not always, held in or near Glas- 
gow; and from reports of what passed at those meetings it appears that 
they corresponded with the society of United Britons, and sent delegates 
to England, and received delegates from thence. When the meeting broke 
up, each delegate received a note of the time appointed for the next meet- 
ing, which he was to deliver to the secretary of his own county meeting, 
when the new delegate was eleted.  __ þ e 

Their communications with different parts, and particularly with Eng- 
land, were seldom carried on in writing: some papers, however, have been 
discovered, which clearly shew that the society had the most dangerous ob- 

jects in view; and that some of its members were sanguine enough 1 
ſess an opinion, © that if the flattering accounts which they received from 
London were real,” the emancipation of the country was at no great dis- 

- tance, when they should rally round the standard of liberty.” Rn; ca 
= - Ibis system of union, as well as that of the United Englishmen, was 
evidently borrowed from Ireland; and there is reason to believe that it 
was introduced by delegates from that country. Signs were adopted for 
the purpose of distinguishing the members, as was practised in Ireland; 
but the knowledge of the signs seems to have been only imperfectly dif- 
ſused, they never have been generally understood, or, having been altered at 
8 different times in different places, without concert, were never uniform in 
3 all parts of the country. 5 8 1 
| In their sanguine expectation of suecess, these conspirators formed wild 
and extravagant plans of seizing, in the same night, all the leading people 
over the whole island. If these persons should resist, they were to be put 
to death; if they submitted quietly, their lives and property were to 
be spared, but they were to be kept in custody till a new constitution 
L Should Me formed; which was clearly meant to be conformable to French 
principles. 8 T5. | 1 5 

« 3 or test was formally administered, and printed papers were Cir- 

culated under the title of Resolutions and Cohstitution of the Society 

75 United Scotsmen;“ a copy of which is set forth in the Appendix 

(No. 15.) | 5 8 CE | 
The measures of this conspiracy were disconcerted by the arrest of 

Mealmaker, -of Dyer, and of Archibald gs & the latter of whom, after 

his indictment, escaped to the continent, and bas become a member at 

Hamburgh, which will hereafter be noticed, by the name of “ the Pli- 

 lanthrofic Society.“ FRO 2 EE 
In addition. to this view of the proceedings of the gocieties both in 

England and Scotland, at this period, it is material to remark, that whilst 

the rebellion was at its height in Ireland, there were found individuals in 

this country, who so strongly maniſested their desire to support the cause 
of the rebels, that they became the objects of criminal prosecution. Among 
| | C 2 | these, 


5 these, 2 man of the name of Martin Dunnovan, was indicted for distribut- 
ing, at Gosport, the address stated in the Appendix, (No. 16,) intituled, 
An Irishman's Address to his Countrymen in England;“ the contents f 


Which perhaps might have warranted a prosecution for a higher crime, and 
axe so striking a specimen of the intentions of the disaffected, that although 


tde particular instance relates only to the conduct of one individual, your 
Committee have thought it highly deserving of notice. This man was con- 
; victed at the last summer assizes at Winchester, and sentenced to two . 
years imprisonment. RED | | | | 


In pursuance of the same plan, the United Trichmen in this country have 


been incessantliy labouring to disseminate their principles, both by means 
of secret combinations among such of them as have found their way into 
the naval service, and by extending their societies both in the metropolis, 
* and in different parts of the kingdom. The extent to which these prac- 
tices have prevailed, and (notwithstanding repeated instances of detection 


and punishment) are still carried on in the fleet, has been too fully demon- 


strated by the evidence which has appeared in a variety of courts martial, 
the proceedings of which have been laid before your Committee, and 
which contain matter so serious and important, that your Committee have 
thought it right to insert an abstract of them in the Appendix (Nos. 17, 
18, 19. 20, 21, 22). It appears that oaths have been tendered by the 
- mutineers to the crew, to be United Irish#en, equal to their brethren in 
Ireland, and to have nothing to do with the King or his government.” 


That they have acted in the professed expectation of assistance from 


Frauce; with the express view of co-operating, for the expulsion of the 
Protestants from Ireland, and the erection of a Roman Catholic govern- 
ment; and it has been part of their plan to murder their officers, to seize 

on the ship, and carry her to France or Ireland. l 
On another occasion, the oath has been as follows : “I swear to be true 
o the Free and United Itich, who are now fighting our cause against ty- 
-"zants 64 oppressors, and to defend their Tights to the last drop of my 
+ blood, and to keep all secret: and I do agree to carry the ship into Brest 
"the next time the ship looks out a-head at sea, and to kill every officer and 
man that shall hinder us, except the master; and to hoist a green ensign 
*with a harp in it, and afterwards to kill and destroy the Protestants.“ | 
The mutincers on board one of his Majesty's ships appear to have been 
engaged in the plan of carrying the ship to France, in expectation that they 
would there be promoted in proportion to their crimes; that one of their 
"ringleaders was to be appointed captain, and that they were then to pro- 
ceed with the French against Ireland; and this deep-laid vallainy was dis- 
guised and aggravated by a degree of hypocrisy and imposture scarcely to | 
be paralleled. The particulars are stated in the Appendix, (No. 20.) 
The mutincers in another ship were proved to be connected with cor- 
responding Societies at Nottingham. The oath which they attempted to 
administer was, © to carry the ship into an enemy's port, either French, 
Dutch,” or -Irish ;” and they meant, in the event of being brought into ac- 
tion with an enemy's ship, to shoot their own officers on the quarter deck.” 
While these proceedings of the United Irishmen in the fleet exhibit so 
dreadſul a picture of their sanguinary designs, and of the similarity of theit 
v1ews and principles to those which have produced so much calamity and 
"bloodshed in Ireland, their conduct on shore has not been less deserving 
of the most serious attention. Your Committee have no hesitation in stat- 
ing, on the clearest proof, strongly confirmed by recent circumstances, that 
among the various bodies enlisted, in any part of Great Britain, for the 
purposos of sedition and treason, the societies which have been formed by 
2 2 the 
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the United Irishmen in this country, are, in all respeots, the most ſormidable, 
particularly at the present moment; whether considered with a view to 
their combination, their actual numbers, or the atrocious nature of the de- 
signs of which they are preparing, in a very short time, to attempt the exe- 
cution in direct co-operation. with. Frandſe . 
The danger to be apprehended from these societies is much increged, 


— 
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| from the constant communication which they maintain with the secieties 
in Ireland; their mutual confidence in each other; and the alarming eit: 

»cumstance of their being, at this. moment, subject to the game secret di- 
tection, and the same chiefs. _ trad 5 EX 2 97 
These societies have been instituted, not only in London, but in different 

parts of the country, and have formed themselves into subdivisions. In the 

Appendix (Nos. 23 and 24) are inserted printed forms of certificates of 
election to the society, which were Ah as among the papers of a person 
long engaged in this conspiracy. One of these forms has been framed for 
a © London Society.” The other appears to relate to a society called an 

| « External Society. The impression of the seal on the former of them is the 

same with that of the seal found in the custody of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, 
when he was apprehended. The reference in these certificates to the con? 
stitution and the test, confirm the unquestionable information which. your | 
Committee have received, that these societies form a part of the dreadful © 
system which was unhappily established in Ireland. The constitution 
the United irishmen, such as it. was acted upon in Ireland, appears to regu- 

late their proceedings; and copies of this constitution have been found in 
the possession of persons principally concerned in promoting these meetings; 
The viqws which they entertain at this moment, and the sanguine hopes 
with which they look to their accomplishment, are N in an inflammiay 
tory and treasonable paper recently found at one of these meetings, of which 
Government had received intelligence, and the persons prevent. at which 
were consequently appr:hended. This paper is inserted in the Appendix 

'{No. 25). Other papers, seized at the same meeting, strongly confirm 
the account which your Committee haye received, that a mode has lately 
been adopted by these societies (similar to that practised both in Ireland 
and Scotland) of keeping the accounts of the society, by substituting dif- 

ferent numbers for the names of the members. Your Committee may 
it also not immaterial to insert in the Appendix (No. 26), copy of a printe 
card, which has been found in the possessiom of different persons, aud par- 

' ticularly among other seditious papers, in that of a person recently appre; _ 
hended, who, there is reason to believe, has been very lately chosen to act. : 
as general secretary to the different. societies of United Irishmen now in 
London. The person named in this card, and the transaction to which it 
relates, are such as to requirè no comment. | 7 

Your Committee have received different accounts of the numbers of this 
society; but, though their force is probably exaggerated by themselves, for 
evident reasons, | 948 is sufficient ground for believing that their numbers 
have been long considerable. Many Irish, ordinarily resident here, chiefly - 
among the lowest classes of the community, have been gradually induced 
to become members of this society. But the most active part consists of 
those Irish rebels who have fled to this country; rendered desperate by their 
crimes, not daring to return to Ireland, and either unable to make their 
way to the countries subject to France, or not receiving sufficient encou- 

ragement to attempt it, they remain here, waiting for the opportunity o 
executing those violent and desperate projects, to which they have become 
familiar. And they appear to be under the direction of some persons of a 

higher class, who sometimes mo pecuniary aid, and form the committee 
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by means of which a constant correspondence is carried on, through Ham- 
burgh, with France. 5 5 jt TE SS 
Among these plans, there is good reason'to believe, that early in 1798, 

the conspirators in Ireland, to convey, 
in small vessels, from Ireland to England, a great number of United Irish- 
men; and to land them on different parts of the coast, with instructions to 
divide themselves into small bodies, and to endeavour to make their way to 
the capital in the manner least liable to suspicion, under the disguise of 


those trades and occupations in which the Irish, ee resorting hither,“ 
1 


are principally engaged. Their object is represented to have been that of 
co-operating with the Corresponding Society, in effecting an insurrection . 
in London, at the time of the rebellion breaking out m Ireland, for the 
purpose of distracting the military force, and 5 reinforcements 


being sent to 1 ; and the plan is said to have failed from the Cor- 


responding Society shrinking from the execution of it. About the same 
period, another project was secretly formed (of which your Committee have 
received more distinct information) for collecting, at one point, a chosen 
body of the most determined from among the United Irish employed on the 
river Thames, to whom a new oath of secrecy, obedience, and fidelity was 
to be administered. Large rewards were to be promised. They were to 
be kept wholly ;encrint bf the precise service they were intended to per- 


form, tilt the moment of its execution, which was to take place as soon as 


an attack on some part of the coast was announced on the part of the French. 
They were then to be privately armed with daggers, to be put under 


leaders of known tatents and courage, and formed into three divisions, and 


were to make an attack, by surprize, at the same moment, on both Houses 


* of Parliament, on the Forer, and on the Bank. 


The intelligence obtained from time to time by Government, respecting 


te proceedings and plans of the eonspirators, the seizure and detention of = 
some of the intended leaders, and perhaps the timidity or reluctance of 


Some of the parties concerned, prevented any open attempt to realise these 
extravagant designs, when they were first in contemplation. 
But notwithstanding the continuance of every precaution, and although 
these con<pirators cannot he ignorant of the prepared and formidable force, 
and the determined spirit and general loyalty with which such an enterprise 
would be immediately resisted, your Committee have received undoubted 
Proof that plans of this nature are now, more than ever, in agitation. 
Attempts are actually r- King, by a ents from Ireland, to concert with the 
French Government'the-timie for a frech and general insurrection in Ireland. 
Intelligence has been received, that in the ports of France, the utmost dili- 
nce is used in preparing another expedition to co-operate with the rebels 
in that kingdom. The time for making this attempt seems to be, in a great 
measure, fixed. The expectation which appears tobe generally ontertained 
among the traitors in Ireiand tallies, in this respect, with the intelligence 
which has been laid before your Committee: and this expectation has been 
1 y communicated from thence to their confederates im this country. 
t seems to be intended, at the ame time, to attempt a diversion hy another 


French force on different parts of the coasts of this kingdom. The manner 


in which such expeditions are likely to be calculated to advance the ends 
of the canspirators, both in Great Britain and Ireland, and the species of 
warfare which the French have had in contemplation, will be svfficiently 
evident from a reference to the instructions of Tate, who was made prisonet 
in Wales (which are printed in the Appendix to the Report made last 
Session, on the Treatment of Prisoners of War) and to those of Humbert, 
who commanded the force which landed last year in Ireland, and who — | 
| also 
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also been dest ined to command an expedition against Cornwall, which are 
inserted in the Appendix (Nos. 27 & 28) to this Report. - For the purpose 
of co-operating with these attempts, and particularly with the same view 
as that to which the measures before enumerated were directed in the be- 
ginning of 1798, that of preventing, if possible, reinforcements being sent 
from hence to Ireland. It is also part of the plan, that an effort should be 

made to create an insurrection in the metropolis,” and in some other parts 

of the kingdom where these societies are most numerous. Your Committee 
are fully confident, that while plans of this nature continue to be ttaced 

and known, and while Government retains the means which it at present 
possesses, such wild and desperate projects may be expected to lead only 
to consequences destructive to their authors. But your Committee are at 
the same time so forcibly struck with the view they have had of this part 
of the system, and with the peculiar danger continually arising from the 
Society of United Irishmen, which they deem to be in its nature incompa- 
tible with the secure maintenance of public tranquillity, that' they have 
thought it necessary to bring it thus distinctly under the immediate consider- 
ation of the House. ly ” A Ong 


| . | 
SECT. VIII. — Societies at Hamburgh, eee 
In addition to this mass of treason, in Great Britain and in Ireland, your 
Committee find, that, for the purpose of more convenient communication 
between France and Ireland, a committee of United Irishmen has been 
formed at Hamburgh. That place has long been the receptacle of those 
disaffected persons who have fled from Great Britain or Ireland, eather - 
1 from apprehension of the consequences of the treasonable practices in 
which they have been engaged, or for the purpose of assisting the conspi- 
racies carried on against their respective countries; and with the latter view 
it has been the centre of a correspondence, which has long subsisted among 
the British and Irish Societies established at that place, as well as in Lon- 
don and Paris; and this correspondence with Great Britain and Ireland haas 
frequently been covered by the pretence of commercial transactions, or of 
communicating intelligence for the public newspapers 
 Hamburgh has also been the resort of the disaffected of every other coun» 
try, whose antrigues are constantly directed to the object of spreading the 
principles of Jacobinism in Holstein and the north of Germany, and ge- 
nerally in all the northern parts of Europe. Many emissaries, English, 
Scotch, and Irish, have been dispatched from time to time from Hamburgh to 
Great Britain and Ireland, and to various parts of the continent, as circuin- 
stances required. There has recently been established at Hamburgh, Altonaand . 
the neighbourhood, a society called © The Philanthropic Society, for the purpose 
of correspondence with the republicans of all countries, upon the plan of the 
Corresponding Societies established in Great Britain and Ireland; whose 
avowed object is the reform of all kingdoms and states. The leading 
members of this society, who direct all the rest, compose a committee of 
about twenty persons, British, French, Dutch, and Germans. The mem- 
bers of the subordinate societies at Hamburgh and Altona are all under 
the controul of the committee or principal society before mentioned. This 
committee constantly corresponds with Great Britain and Ireland. And all 
parts of Germany. It has secretaries skilled in different languages, and 
_ corresponding agents in different towns, particularly in London. It may 
become a formidable engine in the hands of the French Directory, and it 
appears to be making considerable progress; but there is reason to hope 


that it has at length attracted the notice of the governments of those places. 
1 8 | (3 $87 2: $53" CONCLUSION; 


„ Report from the 
15 ff e CH Eee +4, 
41 Upon a review of all the circumstances whieh have come under the 
151.8 consideration of your committee, they are deeply impressed with the con- 
vuiction— That the safety and tranquillity of these kingdoms have, at diffe- 
rent periods, from the year 1791 to the present time, been brought into 
119 imminent hazard, by the traiterous plans and practices of societies, acting 
{oY upon the principles, and devoted to the views, of our inveterate foreign 
i: engny: | 3 5 5 3 ; 
14 13 That, although the society of United Irishmen in Ireland has alone been 
i enabled to attain its full strength and maturity; yet the societies instituted 
11 on similar 1 in this country, had all an undoubted tendency to pro- 
. duce similar effects, if they had not been checked by the general demon- 
Lt strations of the zeal and spirit of his wi not faithful subjects, and by 
 _ the timely and judicious use of those extraordinary powers, which Parlia- 
. ment has, in its wisdom, from time to time confided to his Majesty's go- 
0 vernment: N 1 TOE „„ 
3988 That, either directly or indirectly, a continual intercourse and connection 


I has been maintained between all these societies in Great Britain and Ire- 
iff land, and that the real objects of the instigators of these proceedings, in 
both kingdoms, were no other than the entire overthrow of the British 
constitution, the general confiscation of property, and the erection of a 
democratic republic, founded on the ruins of all religion, and of all politi- 
cal and civil society, and framed after the model of France, Ree eh; 
"Hl The vigorous resistance opposed to the rebellion in Ireland, the success 
of the measures which Cooks employed for detecting and defeating the 
designs of the conspirators here, and the general and ardent spirit of loy- 
5 alty and attachment to the laws and constitution, have hitherto counteracted 
Ell the progress of the mischief, and averted impending danger; but even 
wy these circumstances by no means appear to your committee to justiſy the 


! 

| Hope that the mischief is eradicated, or the danger passen. 
Wn The principles and views of the conspirators remain unchanged. Their 
$ reliance on the assistance and co-operation of France, by which they * 
1 pect ultimately to effect their purposes, continues undiminished. And the 
q g | system of those secret societies, which are at once the instruments of sedi- | 
| tous conspiracy at home, and the channel of treasonable correspondence 
1 n. gg ugh in many parts broken and interrupted, is by no means 
Wo *troyed. 798 Tr oi bk TE 
wh Your committee has Od referred to the positive information laid be- 

tle preparations are now making, with extrc» 


ſeote them, stating that hos 
| ordinary vigour and exertion, in some of the ports of France, for the in- 
vasion of this country, or of Ireland. The activity of seditious and trea- 
 , SYonable societies, in their correspondence with France, and in their endea- 
Ws © yours to gain proselytes here, keeps pace with the preparations of the 
10 enemy; and the principle of secrecy, generally enforeed by unlawful 
 - oaths, Which is the great characteristic of these sooieties, peculiarly fits 
them for the most desperate enterprizes, and by holding out a prospect of 
security, increases the means of zeduction. It has, at the same time, an 
obvious tendency to elude detection in the first instance, and to deſeat legal 
enquiry in the next, To this principle, thereſore, in the opinion of your 
committee, such farther measures as Parliament in its wisdom may think 
1 fit to adopt for the public saſety, should be more immediately and deci- 
+ sively pointed. | „„ 

; Your committee have seen, with satisſaction, the powers which, in con- 

N formity to the ancient practice and true principles of the constitution, have 
ttom ime ts time, as the urgency required, been confided to his Majesty's 
government; and they feel it their duty particularly to remark, that, the 

N : ; TA * power 
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resorted to by our ancestors in all cases of temporary and extraordinary 
danger) has, under the present new and unprecedented, circumstances, 


5 particularly efficient. | It has greatly inter rupted and impeded 


the correspondence with the enemy, and has checked, from time to time, 


the progress and communication of sedition and treason at home, But 


from particular circumstances which have come under the observation of 


- - your committee in the course of their enquiry, they feel it their duty to 


remark, that the good effects of this measure would be rendered more com- 
oy and the public tranquillity better secured, if the leading persons whe 


| Committee of Secrety, © ©" an 
power of arresting and detaining suspected persons (a remedy so constantly 


have been, or may be hereaſter, detamed on suspicion of treasonable 3 


practices, shall hereafter he kept in custody in places sufficiently distant 17 
from the metropolis. 3 | 


The whole of the secret information which has been laid before your 
committee has strongly confirmed them in their opinion of the necessity of 


cConfiding these extraordinary powers to his Majesty's government; and 


the very circumstances which created this erz £ and which continue 
at this time to operate more powertully than ever, have rendered it their 


peculiar study to abstain from disclosing, in its full extent, the particular 
information, of which they have stated to the House the general result, 
and on which their judgement is founded; but they trust that they have 
laid before the House sufficient grounds to justify their persuasion, that the 
multiplied and various attempts, by which the enemies to their country 
carry on their dangerous conspiracies, can only be defeated by a corre- _ 


sponding vigilance on the part of government, and by the exercise of such 


additional powers, as may from time to time be-entrusted to it by Parlia- 


ment, and may be best adapted to the peculrar exigency of the moment. 


And although your committee do not think it any part of their province 


to suggest particular measures, the consideration of which must he leſt to 


the wisdom of Parliament, they cannot forbear particularly and earnestly 


conditions of society have shewn. their determination to preserve those 


pressing their unanimous opinion, that the system of secret societies, the 
establishment of which has, in other countries, ane preceded the 


aggression of France, and, by facilitating the progress of her principles, 


has prepared the way for her arms, cannot be suffered to exist in these 
kingdoms, compatibly with the 2 of their government and constitu- 
tion, and with their security against for 


eign force and domestic treason. 
Your committee have great satisfaction in adding, that if this growing 
and formidable evil can be effectually repressed, and if the same system of 
vigilance and precaution which has been successfully adopted for some 
ears past, is adhered to, there is every reason to look forward with confi- 
dence to the ultimate dis appointment and defeat of the projects which have 
deen so long pursued by our foreign and domestic enemies. Impressed 
with a just sense of the blessings enjoyed under our happy constitution, 
which distinguish this country from every nation in Europe, all ranks and 


dlessings entire, and have stood forward with a becoming ardour and 
alacrity in their defence. While this laudable spirit continues to pervade 


. every part of the kingdom, and while the wisdom of the legislature en- 


of his Majesty's subjects, will, in the midst of surrounding danger and 


\ 


cvurages and directs its exertions for the public safety, your coinmittee 
entertain à full conviction that the religion, the laws, and the constitution 


— 


of Great Britain, and with them the interests and happiness of all classes 


calamity, and in spite of every machination at home or abroad, rest under 


the protection of Divine Providence, on the surest basis, secured by the 


energy and firmness of the government, and by the courage, the patriotisqm, 
and the virtua, of tie nation. bs, ako IG re wy 
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Appendix (No 1.) f 
ADDRESS from the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, to 
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1 3 8 for POS a Reform in Scotland. 

Wt: | November. 23d, 7792. 
by, E take the Liberty of addrefling you. in the Spirit of Civic Union, 
al in the Fellowſhip of a juſt and common Cauſe, We greatly re- 
Mat” 

th zoice that the Spirit of Freedom moves over the Face of Scotland; that 


| Light ſeems to break from the Chaos of her internal Government ; and 
| that a Country ſo reſpectable for her Attainments in Science, in Arias and =—_ 7 
1 in Arms, for Men of literary Eminence, for the Intelligence and Morality 
. of her People, now acts from a Conviction of the Union between Virtue, 
ö Letters, and Liberty, and now riſes to Diſtinction; not by a calm, con- 
tented, ſecret Wiſn for a Reform in Parliament, but by openly, actively, 
and urgently willing it, with the Unity and Energy of an embodied Nation. 
We rejoice that you do not conſider ' yourſelves as merged and melted down 
into another Country, but that in this great national Queſtion you are ſtill 
e Land where Buchanan wrote, and Fletcher ſpoke, and . 
ht. 

- 36 from us and from” our Children, thoſe puerile Antipathiſts lo un- 
worthy of the Manhood of Nations, which inſulate Individuals as well as 
Countries, and drive the Citizen back to the Savage. We efteem and we 
reſpect you. We pay merited Honour to a Nation in general well educated 

and well informed, becauſe we know that the Ignorance of the People is | | 
the Cauſe and Effect of all civil and religious Deſpotiſm. We honour a 
Nation regular in their Lives and ſtrict in their Manners, becauſe we con- 
ceive private Morality to be the only ſecure Foundation of public Policy. 
We honour a Nation eminent for Men of Genius, and we truſt that they 
will now exert themſelves, not ſo much in perufing and penning the Hif- 
tories of other Countries, as in making their own a Subject for the Hif. 
torian. May we venture to obſerve to them that Mankind have been too 
105 ret roſpective, canonized Antiquity, and undervalued themſelves. Man has 
IF repoſed on Ruins, and reſted his Head on ſome Fragments of the Temple 
i of Liberty, or at moſt amuſed himſelf in pacing the Meaſurement of the 
1  Edifice, and nicely limiting its Proportions ; ; not reflecting that this Temple 

| 3s truly Catholic, the awple Earth its Area, and the Arch of Heaven its 
Dome. 

We will lay open to you our Hearts our Cauſe 1s your Cauſe. If 
there is to be a Struggle between us, let it be which Nation ſhall be fore. 
moſt in the Race of Mind ; let this be the noble Animoſity kindled between 
us, who ſhall firſt attain that free Conſtitution, from which both are e 
diſtant, who ſhall firſt be the Saviour of the Empire. 

In this Society and its affiliated Societies, 5 Catholic and the Preſby. 
terian are at this Inſtant holding out their Hands and opening their Hearts 

10 each a 3 agreeing in Principles, ane 10 Fadi We. 2 
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APP OFD 13 Nox 08 
for immediate, ample, and ſubſtantial Juſtice to the Catholics, and when 
that is attained, a combined Exertion for a Reform in Parliament is t 
Condition of our Compact, and the Seal of our Communion. 


* " N 1 * * 


Univerſal Emancipation with Repreſentative Legi/lature is the polar Prin- 
ciple which guides our Society, and ſhall guide it through all the Tumult 
Factions and Fluctuations of Parties. It is not upon a Coalition of 
Oppoſition with Miniftry that we depend, but upon a Coalition of Triſh. 
men with Iriſhmen, and in that Coalition alone we find an Object worthy | 
of Reform, and at the ſame Time the Strength and Sinew both to attain 
and ſecure it. It is not upon external Circumſtances, upon the Pledge of 
Man or Miniſter, we depend, but upon the internal Energy of the Iriſh 
Nation. We will not buy or. borrow Liberty from America or from 
France, but manufacture it ourſelves, and work it up with thoſe Materials 
which the Hearts of Iriſhmen furniſh them with at Home. We do not 
worſhip the Britiſh, far leſs the Iriſh, Conſtitution, as ſent down from 
Heaven, but we conſider . it as human Workmanſhip, which Man has 
made, and Man can -mer?l. An unalterable Conſtitution, whatever be 
its Nature, muſt be Deſpotiſm. It is not the Conſtitution, but the People 
which ought to be inviolable, and it is Time to recognize and renovate 
the Rights of the Engliſh, the Scotch, and the Iriſh Nations. -Rights 
which can neither be bought or ſold, granted by Charter, or foreſtalled 
by Monopoly, but which Nature dictates as the Birthright of all, and 
which it is the Buſineſs of a Conſtitution to define, to enforce, and to eſta. 
bliſh, If Government has a ſincere Regard for the Safety of the Conſti- 
tution, let them coincide with the People in the ſpeedy Reform of its 
Abuſes, and not by an. obſtinate Adherence to them, drive that People into 
Republicaniſm. e FD 
We have told you what our Situation was, what it is, what it ought to 
be; our End, a National Legiſlature ; our Means, an Union of the whole 
People. Let this Union extend throughout the Empire. Let all unite 
for all; or each Man ſuffer for all. In each Country let the People aſſem- 
ble in peaceful and conftitutional Convention. Let Delegates from each 
Country digeſt a Plan of Reform, beſt adapted to the Situation and Cir. 
cumſtances of their reſpective Nations, and let the Legiſlatures be peti- 
tioned at once by the urgent and unanimous Voice of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. „ 
Fou have our Ideas. Anfwer us, and that quickly. This is not a 
Time to procraſtinate. Your illuſtrious Fletcher has ſaid, that the Li- 
berties of a People are not to be ſecured Athout paſſing through great 
Difficulties, and no Toil or Labours ought to be declined to preſerve a 
Nation from Slavery. He ſpoke well; and we add, that it is incumbent 
on very Nation who adventures into a Conflict for Freedom, to remem- 
ber it is on the Event (however abſurdly) depends the eſtimation of pub- 
lic Opinion; Honour and Immortality, if fortunate; if otherwiſe, Infamy 
and Oblivion. Let this check the Raihneſs that ruſhes unadviſedly into 
the Committal of national Character, or, that be already made, let the 
ſame Conſideration impel us all to advance with active, not paſſive, Perſe. 
verance, with manly Confidence and calm Determination, ſmiling with 
equal Scorn at the Bluſter of official Arrogance, and the Whiſper of private 
Malevolence, until we have planted the Flag of Freedom on the Summit, 
and are at once Viforious and ſecure. | | 7 2 
; (Signed) William Drennan, Chairman. 
wo | Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Secretary. 
| Appendix 
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Wye he REPORT" of the Committee of SN Abe EY of the 1 


Correſponding Society. Printed for the Uſe of the Mem- 
bers. ] Sold by Thoinas n No. 855 Little . Wy 
Holborn, 4 


Fellow Citizens, 
NOWING, from experience, that thoſe who (through the depraved 
Kate of what ſhould be the repreſentative body} are ſuffered to prey 
on the vitals of our country, derive the principal part of their ſucceſs, in 
oppoſing an equal repreſentation from the active circulation of falſchoods, 
reſpecting this and other ſimilar ſocieties ; we think it adviſeable, that you 


» ſhould give an explicit declaration of your PRINCIPLES and WISHES, 


which we would conceive to be as follow: 


1. That all men are by nature free, equal, and independent of each other. 


2. That to enjoy all the advantages of civil ſociety, it is not neceſſary 


dat individuals ſhould relinquiſh more of their natural independence than is 


Fae + to fulfil this injunction, << Let the minority yield a friendly ſub- 
ion to the majority.“ 

3. That ao majority, however creat, can juſtly deprive the minority or 
any part of their civil rights; wherever it is attempted, the ſocial bond is 
broken, and the minority have a right to reſiſt. 

4. The civil rights of every individual are equality of voice, in the 
making of laws, and. in the choice of perſons by whom thoſe laws are to be 
adminiſtered.---Equality before the law, whether in claiming its protection 
or ſubmitting to its ſentence, Freedom to publiſh his opinion, to exerciſe 
his religious worſhip without moleſtation or reſtriction; and to enjoy his 
property, ſubject only to ſuch contributions as may be impartially levied 
for the public ſervice. 

. Submifſion to any meaſure, does not imply lence as to the propriety 
or impropriety thereof. 
6. Every power entruſted to 2 magiſtrate, implies 2 reſponſibility for the 
exerciſe of that power. 
7. The foregoing are not new, but are the rie principles of Englih 
overnment. 

8. The total departure from the principle of equality in the election of 

the legiſlative body, commonly called the Houſe of Commons, is the chief 


© caufe why the people of Britain are now deprived of the benefit of the fore- 


going principles; and in place thereof labour under a continued ſyſtem of 
extortion and monopoly. 
9. The Corn Act. -- is a grievance immediately reſulting from the re. 


ſtriction of the choice of repreſentatives to men of landed property; by it 


the price of bread in general is doubled, and ſometimes much more than 


doubled; for whenever this country happens to be bleſſed with an abundant 


ſeaſon, a part of the taxes under which we groan is applied to encourage 
the exportation, and advance the price of corn. 
to government, to give the landed man an opportunity of laying on another. 


The hackney ed pretence for this act 1s, „ the welfare of the farmer.“ 


The real intention of it is, to enable the monopolizers of farms to pay 

enormous rents. 
10. Game Laaus. Though too evidently calculated to diſarm the Nation, 
may in general be attributed to the fame reſtriction ; by them, even the 
farmer, 


+ 


Thus we pay one tax 


. 


NF 00 
farmer, on whoſe property the game is fed, is robbed of every conſtitutional 
right of a Briton, and ſubjected to the brutality of a baſhaw in the form of 
a country juſtice, from whom there is no appeal. t 
11. Eæciſe Laws aud Stamp Duties. - (and the conſequent ſyſtem of ſpies 
and informers) equally repugnant to the profeſſed: principles of the conti. 
tution, and moſt, extenſive in their oppreſſion; and often introduced merely 
as engines of corporation influence ; for, in ſome inſtances, the produce of 
the tax does not pay the expence of collection; were the ſenſe of the nation 
fairly taken, it is impoſſible to believe but that whatever ſam might be 
neceſſary for the public fervice, it would be raifed by means leſs obnoxious - 
and leſs expenſive, | | 1 oe ot „ eter 2s; 
12, The Mutiny Aa. - which would never have exiſted, had not the bulk 
of the people been excluded from repreſentation, . It reflects a charge of 
fps. + on thoſe who affect to bewail the late events in France, yet calmly 
view the defenders of their own country ſubjected to every ſpecies of fraud, 
iaſult, and cruelty. The military excellence of true republicans, in all 
ages, - Proves it to be unneceſſary, Convince a Briton that he is about to | 
fight for a country in which his rights are duly conſulted, and the cat of - 
nine tails -may be burnt by the hands of the common hangman. © 
13. The Impreſs Service---equatly cruel with the foregoing, is another 
effect of partial repreſentation :; it has lately been proved, that the expence 
of this ſervice, if applied to increaſe the ſeaman's pay, would render im- 
preſſing unneceſſary ; but it is more conſiſtent with the government of a 
faction, to diſtribute the ſum among the officers of corporations. 1 
14. The ill effects of partial repreſentation are not confined to men in 
private ſtations: we challenge contradiction when we aſſert, that, in general, 
1 promotion, whether in the army, navy, or church, is the effect of parlia- 
mentary connection, and tae reward of parliamentry proſtitution. . 
15. We cannot entertain a doubt, that the foregoing ſtatement of grie. 
vances will be admitted as juſt hy our countrymen at large, and alſo that an 
equal repreſentation, by uniyerſal and annual ſuffrage, would tend imm. 
| diately to redreſs them. It remains to prove, that the difficulties ſaid to 
| | attend ſuch a ſcheme are merely the chimerical inventions of intereſted men. 
| 16, Let us ſuppoſe all partial corporations (thoſe badges of ſlavery) abo- 
liſhed, and conſider the whole iſland as one corporation, divided into coun- 
ties or cities, for the purpoſes of embodying and exerciſing militia, . c. and - 
for electing repreſentatives, ſubdivided into diſtricts or townſhips, as nearly * 
as convenient, in equal proportion to the number of inhabitants. 
17. Allow to each diſtrict or townſhip one repreſentative, and let it be 
ſubdivided into pariſhes, and every man entitled to a vote be. regiſtered in 
the pariſh in which he reſides. Large pariſhes may be ſubdivided into 
wards or hamlets, _ | db ag Bo | Saf 
138. Let every voter give his vote in the pariſh in which he reſides; let 
the votes be brought in writing, and called for in ſucceſſion, either alpha- 
betically, by the names of the voters, or numerically, by the wards and 
numbers of houſes ;---either of theſe methods wol prevent that ſource of 
riot, the practice of voting in party groups. , + | 25 
19. The truth of entry of every individual vote in each pariſh would eaſily 
be examined, and the totals of the ſeveral pariſhes in each diſtrict ſo eaſily 
collected, that we ſcruple not to aſſert, a general election might be decided, 
with indiſputable certainty, in twelve hours. n | 
20. In ſaying the whole iſland ſhould be conſidered as one corporation, we 
* do not wiſh to be underſtood as recommending that diſtricts ſnould chooſe their 
| repreſentatives from diſtant parts. On the contrary, we think the repre- 


ſentative 


* 


- * 3 . 9-5. = 


is made, or be perſonall 


in the Diviſion. 


an | APPENDIX (Noa) 


, ſentative ſhould always be a reſident of the diſtrict, as his charact r would be i 


better known to his conſtituents. Hearſay characters are ſeldom any other 


than the blazonings of faction. 


21. It is. indiſpenſible to good government, that repreſentatives ſhould be 
paid for their ſervices to tae public. The want of open and honourable 
reward retards the exertion of laudable characters, and ſubjects the nation to 
the fraudulent and deluſive practices of mock patriots. . | | 

22. To thoſe, who are convinced of the propriety of the foregoing ideas, 
and only. aſk, How ſhall we attain the practice of them? We anſwer, 
a/ſciate, By fo doing you will better correct and ftrengthen each other's 
opinions on the ſubject of liberty, and eventually abaſh the tools of corrupt 
influence and lawleſs power. Effects which are not to be expected from the 
vague and deſultory exertion of individual opinions. 1 

Having thus ſtated what we conceive to be the ſentiments of the ſociety, 


we recommend, that the members ſhall meet in divifions, conſiſting, as 


nearly as convenient, of thirty members each; and that the management of 
its affairs be veſted in One COMMITTEE OF DELEGATES, One 
SELECT COMMITTEE, and One COUNCIL, ſubject to REFERENCE 
TO THE DIVISIONS and 'TRIAL BY JURY, as more particularly de- 
fined in the following Sections. | | | 


x 0 
bop I 
YN, 


SECTION I.—Form of Admiſſion and Duty of a Member, 

1. Each Candidate for Admiſſion into this Society ſhall be propoſed by 
a Member, who ſhall either belong to the Diviſion in which the Propoſal 
y known as a Member of this Society to 'Two 

Members of ſuch Diviſion. 5 5 | * 98 
2. The Secretary ſhall enter the Name, Refidence, and Qecupation of 
the Candidate, together with the Propoſer's Name and Number in the 
Minute Book of the. Diviſion, and the Prefident ſhall put the following 


| Queftion to the Propoſer : 


Are you well acquainted cbith the Candidate you propoſe, with bis Means of 
Life, and bis political Principles, and are you ell aſſured that bis general 


 Charatter is ſuch as will not diſgraceful to this Society ? 


3. If the Propoſer ſhall anſwer the foregoing Queſtion in the Affirma- 


tive, the Prefident ſhall demand of the Diviſion, whether any Member has 
any Objection to the Candidate. 


4. If no Objection ſatisfactory to the Diviſion ſhall be made, the Preſident 
ſhall put the following Queftions to the Candidate: | 

Are you convinced, that every Man æubo bas attained to Years of Diſcretion, 
2s in Poſſeſſion of bis Reaſon, and not diſqualified by Crimes, ought to have a Vote 
for a Hepreſentative, and not more than One Vote? | 5 

Are you convinced, that the Repreſentation ought to be divided as nearly as 
poffble in Proportion to the Number of Elefors ? J | L 

Are you convinced, that the Election of Repreſentatives of the People ought to 
be Annual? Th. | Rs | 

Will you by all juftifiable Means endeavour to promote a Reform in the Par- 


liament of this Country, agreeable to the Principles which you bave NOW pro- 


Fed? Bo 

$5. The Candidate having anſwered the foregoing Queſtions in the 
Atfirmative, ſhall be declared a Member, and fhall receive a Ticket, on 
which ſhall be indorſed his Name, and the Time, to which his Contri- 
bution is paid; and another Ticket, on which ſhall be written in large 
Figures the Number of his Diviſion; and beneath that, his own Number 
| 6. It 


APPENDIX, Aon) 


6. It ſhall be at his Option to wear the latter Ticket in a vifble 8 Pos 
tion in any Meeting of this Society; and it is particularly adviſeable that 
he ſhould wear it in General Meetings, and keep with the Members of 155 | 
own Diviſion, _ 

7. Every Member ſhall pay 6d. at the Meeting of his Divifion, next 
before the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar Month, or after that Rate for ſo 
long as he ſhall think proper to renew his Ticket, to defray the Expences : 
of this Society, and of the Room in which his Diyifion meets. 

S. The laſt Article ſhall not preclude any Member from furniſhing a 
larger Contribution, as he may judge proper, either periodically or occa- 
ſionally; but ſuch extra Contribution thall not give the Member any addi- 
tional Power. 

9. It is the Duty of every Member to ſtudy Concord, and for that Purpoſe 
to moderate his own Paſſions, particularly his perſonal Attachments and 
Avertions. | 

10. To make himſelf well acquainted with the Principles, Conſtitution, 
and Laws of this Society, and to circulate a Knowledge of the ſame to the 
utmoſt of his Ability. 

11. To attend his own Diviſion as conſtantly as pofſible, and a 
cularly on the Meeting next before the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar 
Month. 

12. During the Diſeuſſion of any Queſtion, it is the Duty of every 


Member to give a cloſe and candid Attention to the Opinions which are 


given on it, and allo to give his own Opinion freely, unleſs it ſhall corre - 
ſpond exactly with one already given. 
13. In giving his Vote, which is the Declaration of his final Opinion, 
he ought to be guided ſolely by his own. Conviction, totally difregarding 
the Chance of his being in a Minority or Majority, even though he thould | 
ſtand alone. 
14. When Deciſion is taken by a Shew of Hands, every Member ſhall 
give his Vote filently, by ſhewing one Hand: The Practice of ſhewing 
both Hands, ' or of calling, all! all! or other ſuch Exclamations, are 15 | 
multuous, indecent, and utterly unwarrantable. 
15. In cafe his Diviſion ſhall be diſperſed by Perſecution, he ſhall 115 
every Endeavour to rally the Members of it; but if unſucceſsful in this 
Attempt, he may then join any Diviſion which may perſevere in meeting. 
16. To habituate himſelf, both in and out of this Society, to an orderly 
and amicable Manner of reaſoning, but eſpecially to oe the following 


Rules of 
| O R D E R. | 
; That no Member ought to be interrupted while e unleſs for 
the Purpoſe of calling him to Order. 
2. All Noiſe is Interruption, whether intended to expreſs Applauſe or 
Cenſure. Approbation may be exprefſed by holding up a Hand. 
3, To attribute the Conduct or Opinion of any Merbes to factious 
Combination, or other improper Motive, 4s den as are alſo all In- 
vectives and declamatory Remarks. 
4. The foregoing is not intended to curtail the Town of Accu 
agreeably to the XIth Section of this Conſtitution, but only that ſuch 
Accuſation ſhall not interfere, with any other Queſtion. 
5. No Member ſhall be allowed to ſpeak longer than ten Minutes at one 
Time, nor more than twice to one Queſtion, except to explain or retract. 
6. No Member ſhall be allowed to ſtyle himſelf, or any other, by any 
Party Name, whether intended*to convey Reſpect or Diſreſpe&. 
7. All political Appellations, which do not in their immediate Inter- 
pretation conyey an Idea of political Sentiment or Situation, ** Party 
| ames, 


- 
— 
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Names. The following do not fall under this Objection, as will appear 
by their Explanations. 
Republican—One who wiſhes to promote the general Welfare of his | 


Country. 


| Demograt—A Supporter of the Rights : and Power of the People. 
;focrat—One who wiſhes to promote the Intereſt of a few at the 
ail of many. 
alit—Among the ignorant Part of Mankind ſignifies 2 Perion 
attached to regal Government: Among artful Courtiers itisa * for their 
own Ariſto racy. 
aljt—A Supporter of the Conſtitution of his Country. 
_ Citizen—The ancient Appellation given to the Members of free States. | 
Subjet—can only with Propriety be applied to a Member of a Sta 


' whoſe Government has been inſtituted by Foreign Conqueſt, or the Preva- 


lence of a domeſtic Faction. 

17. Perſons attempting to treſpaſs on' Order, under Pretence of ſhewing 
Zeal, Courage, or any other Motive, are to be ſuſpected. A noiſy Diſpo- 
fition is ſeldom a Sign of Courage; and extreme Zeal is alen « Cloak of f 


| r. 


| 
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£1. 16, SECT. II The 83 and Porter of a Divicon. 


1. Each diviſion ſhall meet once in a week, on any evening in the week, 
except Thurſday and Sunday. 5 

2. The hour and place of meeting ſhall be at the. convenience of each 
agen, but muſt be announced to the conſtituted bodies. 5 
3. Each diviſion ſhall elect, from its own members, a preſident, vice i 


5 preſident, ſecretary, aſſiſtant fecretary, delegate, and ſub-delegate. - 


4. Each diviſion ſhall be furniſhed with three books, (viz.) one to bear 


the number of the diviſion; a fimilar book, to be called the ſupernymerary 
book of the ſame diviſion; and a third, for enterin minutes. 


5. No diviſion book ſhall contain more than 30 e Rive names; ſubjec 90 
to variation as hereafter mentioned. 85 

6. Members admitted after the diviſion mall 08 to 30, ſhall be 
entered into the ſupernumerary book, but not before. 

7. As ſoon as the members entered in the ſupernumerary book ſhall 
amount to 16, they ſhall. be entitled to a number as a new diviſion; they 
ſhall determine the time and place of their future ineeting; they ſhall 
receive a ſupernumerary book, and a minute book, and a new ſupernu- 


Mmerary book ſhall be delivered to the original divifion. 


8. Members entered into any ſupernumerary book while leſs than 16, 


mall be entitled to vote, and in every reſpett to be conſidered as members 


of the diviſion to which ſuch ſupernumerary book ſhall belong. | 
9. No new member ſhall have a vote the ſame fitting in which he is 


admitted; nor transferred member the Ane fitting 1 in which he is anf 


ferred. 

10. Each diviſion ſhall be allowed one thilling and ſixpence per week, 
for rent, furniture, cc. 

11. Every member ſhall have liberty to introduce one ſtranger, provided 
ſuch member ſhall anſwer that the ſentiments of the ſtranger are ſimilar 
to ours; and the fame ſtranger ſhall not be introduced more than twice, 
except for the purpoſe of admiſſion as a member. | 

12. If two or more diviſions ſhall agree to meet at the ſame time and 
place, the following rules ſhall be obſerved: 


13. One 


e a8 
13. One ſupernumerary book ſhall ſerve the whole meeting, wich halt 
be kept by the ſeeretary of the oldeſt diviſion preſent: ee 
14. Na new member ſhall he entered in the ſupernumerary book while 
any diviſion ꝓreſent is ſhort of 30 members at», 
15. One preſident and vice preſident ſhall ſerve the whole meeting; | 
16. Each diviſion alternately ſhall elect, from its own members, the 
preſident and vice preſident; and the aſſiſtant ſecretary of eack divinion 
alternately, ſhall act as doorkeepfer. N 
17. They ſhall not intermix their election of delegates or ſub-delegates; 
ſecretaries, or aſſiſtant ſecretaries, nor the reports of their opinions, & 
referred queſtions. ss , ar La OE 5 
18. Members entered in the ſupernumerary book ſhall be entitled to 
4 — and in every reſpect conſidered as members of the oldeſt diviſion, 
gent... | S % TE ts par 
b 19. In all elections, and deciſions of referred queſtions, the preſident 
| ſhall take the deciſion of the oldeſt divifion firſt. 1 
20. The term oldeſt diviſion is not meant to convey any idea of pre- 
cedency: it is to be underſtood, that diviſion which ſhall bear the ſmalleſt 
number, though it may have been formed later than one bearing a 
greater. ö „ 3 N ed OPS. 
21. The delegates and ſecretaries of diviſions ſo meeting, ſhall not fit 
together, but gs a as nearly as convenient at equal diſtances. _ : 
22. Over the feat of the preſident in each meeting of this ſociety ſhall „ 
be ſuſpended a label with theſe words, BEWARE OF ORATORS: 
23. In: caſe of perfecution, and that the means provided by the VIIth, 
VIIIth, and IXth ſections of this conſtitution, ſhould not produce the 
effect of re-eftabliſhing- a repreſentative body of this Society for two . 
L | weeks ſucceſſively, every diviſion ſhall have power to ele& four perſons, 
wing powers ſhall be the ſame as the four officers of the committee f 
elegates. F e e 
24. The ſole object of theſe four perſons ſhall be the re-eſtabliſhment' 
of the repreſentative body, and they ſhall report progreſs weekly, and 5 
weekly ſubject to revocation. e N 2 
5 25. If two or more diviſions ſhall make the above mentioned election al 
be fame time, the perſons ſo choſen ſhall act in eonqundtin. 


—_ 


. SECT. III. Made of Elechion. 5 
1. The ordinary Election of Delegate and Sub- delegate ſhall be on the 
1 Sitting next before the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar Month, at which 
Sitting no Viſitor ſhall be admitted. | „„ 
2. No Member ſhall be allowed to offer himſelf as a Candidate, nor to 
8 any other, nor ſolicit Votes for himſelf or another, on pain of 
xpulſion. Es * | ER. 
1 Every Member, except ſuch as have ſerved as Delegates for the Two 
preceding Months, ſuch as have not been admitted a Fortnight, and ſuch as _ 
are Members of any conſtituted Body, or excuſed by a previous Conſent of 
the Diviſion, ſhall be conſidered as eligible. _ JS. TFT 
4. On the Evening of Election, each Member ſhatfhbring with him a Piece 
of Paper, on which fall be written the Name of the Member whom he 
eee to be the Delegate, and beneath that the Name and Number of the 
oter. i VCC 
5. Such Vote ſhall be given to the Preſident, without previous Commu- 
nication to any other Member. e eee we 85 
6. Preciſely at Nine o' Clock, after which no Vote ſhall be received; the 
5 | Ty N 1 Prefident 


4. APPENDIX; (No.2) | 
' Preſident, ſhall read the Votes aloud: the Secretary ſhall enter in the Minuts 


Book the Names of all the Members nominated, and at eech the Num- 
bers of the Members who have voted for hin. 

7. The Preſident ſhall read the Secretary's Entry aloud, and. if no Error 
be diſeovered in it, ſhall declare whichever of the nominated Perſons ſhall 
lave the greateſt Number of Votes to be the Delegate p and the next greateſt 
the „ eg 1 | | 

yu any Equality Fry Vas, the Deciſion ſhall be by Lot. 

a The Election of Secretary and Aſſiſtant Secretaty ſhall be on the ſame 
Night, and conducted in the ſame Manner. 

10. Every Member, except the Delegate and Sub- delegate, is eligible as 
an or Afiiſtant Secretary. 

11. The Election of Preſident and Vice-Prefdene may be by open Nomi- 
nation and Shew of Hands. 


' SECT. Iv. —Daty of Prefident ie 7 re Profile. 


Fi, © The Preſervation of Order, though a Duty of every Member, 1s Patti. 
cularly ſo of the Preſident. | | 
2. He. ſhall rake eſpecial Care to protect any Member from Interruption 
white ſpeaking, provided ſuch Member hall confine his Diſcourſe to. the - 
Matter in Queition, and not exceed Ten Minutes in delivering it. 
3. If any Member (thinking the Preſident remiſs) ſhall call another to- 
Order, thar Call ſhall not he repeated by any other Member. 'The Prefident, 
if aware of the Reaſon of ſuch Call, ſhall give his Opinion on the Point of 
Order; if not aware of any ſufficient Reaſon for the Laterruption, he malt 
require the Member calling to Order to explain his Reaſons. 
4. The general Call of Silence is the excluſive Duty of the Preſident ; ; any 


other Member calling Silence is diſorderly. 


F. If he ſhall find it convenient, he may, prerious to putting any 
Qu: tion, recapitulate impartially the Arguments which have been offered 


on it; at which Time, and not before, he may give his own Opinion. 


„6. He {hall take eſpecial Care that the Members be ſatisfied, that the 
Monthly Account of the principal Treaſurer contains a Receipt for as much 


| Money as has been raiſed in the Diviſion or Diviſions preſent. 


7. Previous to quitting the Chair, he ſhall read the Minutes as entered by 
the Secretary, and ſign them. 

8, If any Part of them̃ ſhall appear to him to be 0 entered, he 
ſhall notice the Impropriety in the Minute Book. 

9. He ſhall; on no Account, continue in the Chair later than 1 NIE 
o Clock, P. M. after that Hour the Perſons preſent are a private Company, 


and not a Div iſion of this Society. 


310. The Vice-Preſident ſhall be placed i in that Part of. the Room which 
is oppoſite to the Preſident. 

11. His Duty is to take Care that Members ſhall not be imperlectly ac- 
quainted with the Bufineſs in Agitation, in conſequence of their being remote 
rom the Preſident, and Far they ſhall. not fall into Prong and diforderly 
Converſations. | 

3 SECT. v Secretary . Af gant- Secretary. 

1. The Sgeretary of each Diviſion ſhall alſo be Treaſurer of the te, 
1. remain in Office (Miſconduct excepted) One Month, and be re- eli- 
gible. 

2. He ſhall open the Buſineſs of each Meeting, by taking Election of a 
Preſident and Vice. Preſident, for which Purpoſe he ſhall not wait longer than 
15 Minutes after the appointed Time. 


3. He ſhall then give che Minutes of the laſt Meeting to the Ps to 
| he 
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* read, including the former Preſident's 0 if any, | we Verbal 


then be adjuſted; 
4. He ſhall enter in the ine Book. every Maas which wal be made 


and ſeconded; 4 alſo the Deciſion on it, with oy Number of We both { 
and againſt. AM | 


© "He" ſhall Nee the Diviſion and Supernumeraty- Books, and wire the 


Monthly Payments. 
6. If any Member default i in Payment, he ſhall give Notice of his: FEY 


at the firſt Meeting after the firſt Thurſday: in each Calendar Month 4. and 


if no other Member 1s IG to call on the Defiulter, it ſhall be lis 85 


Buſineſs, 1 
7. After the Preſident he ſhall ſign all Reſolutions of the Diviſion, Naeh 
7 Certificates of Election. E 


pp 1 


8. All Certificates ſhall ſpecify the Number of Votes as Siben. The 
word unanimous ſhall never be uſed. 
- 9. At the Meeting next before the Election of Delegate, the: Gectetab} 
ſhall read a Liſt of the Names of ſuch Members as are ineligible by this 
Conſtitution; to which ſhall be added the Names of ſuch Members as may 
give Reaſons ſatisfactory to the Diviſion for viſhing to be excuſed Tervirg 
that Ollie... --- 
10. If any Memher ſhall default i in Payment for one Month foceedively 5 
without a Cauſe ſatisfactory to the Diviſion be aſſigned, the Secretary ſhall 
votice the Default oppoſite to his Name in the Minute Book, and his Num. 


ber ſhall be given to the next admitted Member. ent % 
11. If he cannot attend his Duty in his Diviſion, he hall give Notte to 
the Aſſiſtant Secretary, and fend the Books to him or to the Div ion. 


12. The Aſſiſtant Secretary ſhall, to the utmoſt of his Tewel an, the 


. in his Daty, particularly i in calling on Defaulters. 
When the Secretary is preſent in a Diviſion, the Adiſtänt Seretrry 


i Mall act as Door-keeper: the Duty of that Station i 1s explained by Section II. 


Ark, 1. 

14. In the Abſence of Secretary or Aflitant Secretary, the Meeting thall 

appomt another Door-keeper. I 
In caſe of a Removal or violent Diſperſidn of a Diviſion, it ſhall be 

phe Buſineſs of che Secretary and e to _ Notice to the 

Members of a new Place and Time of Meeting. | 


SECT. VI.—Delegate, and „ 


1. Every individual Delegate is the immediate Servant of the Div iſ ion 
which he repreſents, and his Functions cannot be annulled or ſuſpended but 


by their Conſent, unleſs expelled the Society iy Trial of Jury, agrecobly to 


the '1 1th Section. 
2, While a Delegate he is not eligible to any other Station or Office, eiter 


by his Diviſion or any conſtituted Body. 


3. His Duty is to attend the Meeting of Delognees, and alt in x the Fg 


Performance of their collective Duty as hereafter deſeribee. 


4. To attend his own Diviſion duly, and taithfally” to poet Proceedings 


of the Committee of Delegates. 

5. To compare the Account of the principal Trense with that of the 
Treaſurer of his own Diviſion, and to remark to his Divi ion whether they 
agree or; o L 3 i 

6. On all Queſtions which may occur in the: Committer of Delegates, he 
mall vote uccording to the Inſtructions of his Dann 1 

3 9 2 2 ie PEG 7. On 
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On any Queſtion which has not been diſcuſſed and decided by his Con- 
gitter, he mall vote We e to his on bois for the Intereſt of the 
ety.” 

8. If on any Queſtion which his Se have derided, new Arguments 
mould ariſe, which he may think likely to change their Opinion, he ſhall 
have Liberty to vote for an Adjournment of one Week ; ſubject how- 
ever to the Judgement of the en, whether his Doubts were real or 
fictitious: 2:6 Bs 

9. If he cannot en the Meeting 85 Delegates he ſhall give Notice as 


| early as poſſible, to the Sub-delegate. 


10. The Sub- delegate having received ſuch Notice, mall act as Delegate. 
1 h. The Sub- delegate ſhall always be admiſſible in the Committee of De- 
be as a Viſitor, 
12, While preſent as a Viktor he-muſt he Slenty but may take Moms.” 
23a The Sub- delegate -attending the Committee before the Delegate, 
though without Notice, ſhall act as Delegate for that Sitting, whenever 
the Delegate is more than Ten Minutes later than the appointed Time. 

„A. If the Delegate ſhould vacate his Seat, the -Sub-delegate ſhall 


ſucceed him for the inder of the 5 and another IN | 


mall de choſen. | 


A aff 5 SECT. VII. The Committee of 87 N 


1. The committee of delegates is the nene and legiſlative vols 
of this ſociety. ' - 

2. Their duty is indivifible, and the zepreſantation ſhall not be im- 
5 . by any appointment, either of themſelves collectively or of any 
other conflituted body, which may ſubject the members thereof to be 
abſent from their merting, or to be parties concerned in any ſubject omg 
their diſcuflion. 

3. Not leſs than Ste ee of their whole number ſhall be a quorum, 
except in caſe of perſecution. 

4. There ſhall be no diſparity or difſimilitude between the members by 


offices of prefidency or ſecretaryſhip, 


8. Every committee. of ' delegates ſhall on the laſt Thurſday in each 
calendar month, ele& four perſons to ſerve. the offices of preſident, 


vice preſident, ſecretary, and affiſtant ſecretary in the next enſuing 


committee. 


6. Members of the electing committee are eli gible a as officers of the 


the enſuing, and officers of electing ſhall be re-eligible. . 
7. This election is their final act collectively; individually they muſt 


report at the enſuing meetings of their conſtituents, which done, they 


invariably ceaſe to be delegates, and ſhall not be re-eligible for two ſuc- 
—_ months, * 
he duty of the four officers above-mentioned is fimilar to thoſe 


| dann the ſame names in a diviſion; but they ſhall have no vote in the 


ue nor give any RG; unleſs requeſted, except on queſtions of 
or 15 
9. After forming the commiittce, by receiving and entering their cer- 
-tificates, they thall each be ſubject to diſmiſſion, if the then preſent com- 
mittee fhould think proper to appoint others. 

10. The entries in the minnte-book ſhall be ſigned at leaſt by two of 
them, and the minutes of each meeting ſhall be read in the enſuing 
-mecting, and open to the intpection of every individual delegate. 


1 1h In calc ot any perſecution which may be brought on this ſociety, 


they 


- 


APPENDIX; EN --Þ. 


| Ku mall provide a place for the meeling of delegates, and give notice 
thereof to as, many delegates as poſſible, ' 

12. Such meeting, not being fewer than one- third of the delegates, 
ſhall have all the power of a Committee of delegates; but hall on. 805 
pretence enlarge the term of their delegation. 

13. The ef ſpecial object of ſuch meeting ſhall be. to ſee that the ez exc 
tive powers ate not negligent, or dilatory, in rallying the diſperſed diri- 
ſions, and renewing a complete repreſentative body. ; 

14. The duty of the committee of delegates, is to dired the conduct o 
the executive powers, in all matters whieh do not e Jecreop or 
expedition. | 

15. To examine the conduct of the executive powers, whether it be. 
agreeable to their Own directions, or the directions of any former committee. | 
of delegates. 

16. If the executive power ſhall have done any thin 55 without conſent. ; 
of a committee of delegates, it ſhall, on Rooney; be the buſineſs of the 
then committee of delegates to examine whether the act was proper, and 
whether the want of ſuch authority” was Juſtifiable by. the: W N of 
| * or diſpatch. 

17. Their conſent to any thing propoſes to be done, or the a  approbation 
of any thing which has been done by the executive powers, ſhall be t6 the 
latter a complete juſtification, except ſuch conſent or approbation ſhall be 

obtained by miſrepreſentation of facts. 

18: They thall take ſpecial notice of the ec of every Individual 
member, both of the ſelect committee, and the council; and if they ſnall 
perceive any perſonal oppoſition to prevail between any two members of 
thoſe bodies, they ſhall take the firſt opportunity to remove theta! both, 

rather than endanger the ſpreading of diſcord. 

19. For the purpoſe of electing members of the ſelect committer and 
| ſpecial committees, they ſhall always have a complete liſt of the names and 
numbers of the ſelect committee then exiſting. 

20. They may enter in their minute book remarks on the conduct, 
whether moral or political, of any member of the ſele& committee, or of 
| the council, or any perſon eligible to thoſe ſtations. 

21. If the executive powers, for the purpoſe of obtaining their appro- 
bation, ſhall communicate any thing which a majority of the delegates 
ſhall approve as neceſſary to be ſecretly done, the whole committee. of 
| delegates are bound to ſecrecy. 

22. Their election of one-third of the council, and 75 the ſelect 
committee, ſhall be conducted in the ſame manner as the election of a 
2 i a id ye 


— 2 


| skor. VHI.—The Select — Eh 
1. Shall not exceed the whole, nor be leſs than half the 15 of 
the committee of delegates. : 
2. Every individual member of this committee is the ſervant of the 
whole ſociety, and not reſponſible to any particular diviſion. 
3. They ſhall, at their firſt inſtitution, be numbered by lot, from one 
to the number of their total. a 
4. On the laſt Thurſday in each month ane-thifd of them ſhall be put 


to the vote of the committee of delegates, either to be re · elected, or others, 


| pes in their place. 


1 Vis 
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vole. . Viz. 1ſt. Month, No. N 4, 7510. Land ſo on, adding 3'to 
2 4. Ditto, No. 2, 5,.8, 11. the laftnumber 
= 34l. Ditto, No. a, 6, 9. 12. 2 „ 
5. Wii's perſon ſhall be eligible Who has not been a member of | 
ſociety 55 months. 
6. No member ſhall be allowed to change his number. 
5 Their appointments of preſidency or ſecretaryſhip ſhall AF from their. 
own members, and at their own diſcretion as to permanence. | 
8. Na member of this committee ſhall be admitted until he has. anſwered 
in tlie affirmative tlie following queſtion, which ſhall be put by the officers. 
of the committee of delegates: © 
Do. you j1emiſe that you will not relinquiſh the. ſtation which you are about 
70 take int bit ſoliely, on decount of any perſecution which may be brought. on it - | 
' That you "will perſevere in meeting the ſelect committee, and to the utmoſt 0 
your power encourage every other member of this Hanes to 8 tbe duty 
Fd bis Treſpedtive tation ? | | 


'# 


"THEIR OFFICE IS, 


1. Preparatory, as "they may. be directed, either colleQively, 88 or 
individually, by the committee of delegates, or the council. 
2. Referential, as to any matter adopted by the committee of delegates, 
or the council, or by both; which they may judge improper. 
3. All intended publications of this fociety ſhall, previous to being 
printed, undergo their collective examination. 7 805 
4. One-third ha their whole number ſhall be a quorum. 


' SECT. IX. Te Caan 


1. Shall be oompoſed of one treaſurer, one principal ſecretary, and n not 

leſs than four aſſiſtant ſecretaries. 

2. They ſhall be numbered from one to J this total, and re-cligidle at. 
the ſame time, and in the ſame manner as the ſelect committee. 

3. The treaſurer ſhall, on the laſt T burſday in each calendar month, 
give to the committee of delegates a month'y account of the total ſam, | 
Ou he ſhall have received from each diviſion i in 1 the courſe of the inſtant. 
mont 

4. He ſhall alſo give to the ſele& committee, at the meeting next before 

the laſt Thurſday in March, June, September, and December, a quarterly 
account of all monies received by him on account of this ſociety, and all 
diſburſements. 

5. His quarterly account, with the remarks of the ſelect cominittee, if 

any, ſhall be laid before the committee of delegates on the laſt Thurſday in 
| March, June, September, and December, to be by them examined and 
reported to the diviſions. 

6. The principal ſecretary ſhall record all laws which ſhall be made by 
this ſociety, Which ſhall be printed annually. 

7. He mall prepare all miſcellaneous correſpondence; ; namely, all ſuch 
as docs not fall within the department of one or other of the aſſiſtant 
1 and all copies of ſuch . correſpgndence, for the uſe of the 

viſions 

8. Each aſſiſtant ſecretary ſhall have his particular department of corre - 
ſpondence aſſigned to him. 

9. As ſoon. 2 as any letter is received, it ſhall be the buſineſs of the ſecre- 
tary, to whoſe department it ſhall belong, to prepare an anſwer. 1 

f e e 


| 
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10. The draught of the anſwer ſhall de firſt ſabtnitted to me ſeleck 


committee. f 
11. It ſhall next, with the besen and. propoſed amendment of the 


ſelect committee, if any, be laid before the committee of delegates: 


— — 


12. If the committee of delegates ſhall think neceflary to order an 


alterations, they thall hgnity the lame in writing, os Dy two: of their 
officer. os 0 


13. Every Member of the . ſhall be really acquainted with . 


Tranſaction of this Society, however ſecret. 


14. Each member of the council ſhall have a complete lift of the met 
bers of every diviſion of this ſociety, with their reſidences, which lift : be | 
ſhall depoſit, to the beſt of his judgement, in a place of ſatety. 

15. Collectively, the councils ſhall have a power of reference to the di- 
viſions, as to any propoſal adopted oy the committee ot een or ſelect 
committee. 2 NE 


16. It ſhall be the buſineſs of the 0 to ene enquiry for proper 


places for divifions to meet, and to recommend transfers of members toe 
the purpoſe of forming new diviſions, or ſtrengthen ſuch as may decay. 


17. All letters of this ſociety ſhall be ace at leaſt by two of the coun- 
cil, who ſhall alſo ſign the copy kept. | 

18. All letters ſent with the W A of the 4 and ſele& com- 
mittee, hall be ſigned “ for the London Correſponding Society.“ All 


letters ſent without ſuch conſent ſhall be * 1 tor the Council of 1 
London Correſponding Society.“ 


19. No letter ſhall be ſent without the previous conſent of the council 
collectively, and not leſs than two thirds ſtall be a quorum. | 
20. For any ſpecial purpoſe they may require the aſſiſtance of any mem- 


ber of this EN TA not W a 1 or ie A | 
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SECT. X. General Articles 3 ing _Reftreies,” 4 
1. Every propoſal which ſhall be ſeverally approved by a majority of the 


delegates, of the ſelect committee, and of the council, ſhall be adopted and 


confidered as an act of this ſociety, and remain in force as ſuch, until re- 


ſeinded either by the concurrence of fimilar majorities or by reference ic lo 


the diviſions. 

2. The concurrence of ſuch majorities ſhall be fuel to degrade any 
member of the ſelect committee or of the council, previous to the ordinary 
period of election; as ſhall alſo a reference of the divitions; provided 


always that the party objected to ſhall have full opportunity of excnipayin g | 


himſelf, 

3. The concurrence of a majority of each of the three conſtituted bodies 
ſhall be ſufficient to alter the'5th article of the 2nd ſection, by making the 
number of members required to form a diviſion. more or leſs, provided 
there ſhall always be'a number aſcertained, beyond which no member ſhall 
be entered in a divifion book, and provided that the number required for in- 
ſtituting a diviſion ſhall always be one more than half the number. at 
which a diviſion ſhall be accounted full. 1 4 
4. If it ſhall appear beneficial to the Society to inſtitute a now! digri ata 1 
a place where a ſufficient number of members cannot at firſt be obtained; 
or to continue an old diviſion wh'ch may have decreaſed below the num- 


der required, the conſtituted bodies ſhall have power, notwithſtauding the 


deficiency of number, to make the uſual allowance for rent, &c. but hot 


longer than three months, unleſs ſpecially apſnorized by reference to the 
D 4 | 


diviſions; "IN 


a 
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diviſions; and provided there ſhall never be more than one dir of the 
whole number of diviſions of this deſcription. 

5. Not more than one half of the ſelect committee ſhall at iny Gene be 
detached on ial committees, either by the council or the delegates. 

6. Re queſtions ſhall never be accompanied by deputations; they 
ſhall come in the ſame form before each diviſion; namely, a copy of the 
queſtion, and of ſuch marks as the parties concerned ſhall think e proper to 
make on it. 
7. The remarks ſhall be i in numbered. articles, free from declamation or 
r . 

.. On all queſtions intended: for reference; each of the conflituted bodies 
all have an opportunity of ſending out its remarks; but for this e 
the whole of them ſhall not be allowed longer than one week. | 

9. If a queſtion be referred at the inftance of an individual, he ſhall pro- 
| 2 as many copies of the queſtion, and of his own remarks, as may be 
to ſupply all the divifions. . 
Any individual providing ſuch copies, and demandi ing a reference, 
fall not be denied. | 
11. If a queſtion be referred at che inſtance of a diviſion, or by one or 
more of the conſtituted bodies, the copies ſhall be provided by the hn Dead 
ſecretaxies. 
12. The report on a referred queſtion ſhall not be required i in lefs than 
— two Weeks, from the Thurſday on which the copies of queſtion and re- 
marks, complete, ſhall have been given to the delegates. 2.4 
13. The delegates having received ſuch copies, ſhall communicate them 
in the next meeting of their reſpective diviſions. Each diviſion may then 
1 the queſtion, but ſhall not decide it until the next meeting at; 
oone 
14. No member ſhall be allowed to ſpeak on a referred queſtion, except 
in the diviſion of which he is a member. 
15. Thee e of all the conſtituted Pen ſhall be Paid! f from the 
general Rock 5 . 


5 


* 


SECT. XI —Of eee and Trial. 


1. If any member ſhall think another unworthy of being a member of 
this ſociety, or that he has acted in any degree improperly, he ſhall offer 
Dis accuſation in writing, figned by himſelf, in the divifion of which 
the accuſed is a member. 
2. Every aceuſation ſhall ſtate the law on which it is grounded. | 
3. If the decifion of the divifion ſhall be in favour of the accuſed, the 
trial ſhall go no farther ; if not, the accuſer ſhall give a ſtatement of the 
caſe in writing to the delegate of his own diviſion, to be laid before the 
committee of delegates. 
4. No vote ar reſolution touching any matter of accuſation ſhall paſs i in 
any diviſion, except that of the accuſed (as mentioned in the laſt article) 


nor in any of the conſtituted bodies. 


3. The delegates having received the caſe, ſhall elect four perſons, not 
of their own body, nor of the divifion or diviſions concerned, to act as 
Fang ti , and vice preſident, and aſſiſtant ſecretary in the en 

ng tria 

6. They ſhall alfo iſſue notices to each diviſion, except thoſe of which 
the accyfer or accuſed are members, mentioning. the time and place of 
trial, and the four perſons whom they have appointed to enten it, and 

_ Frquiring each of them to return one juryman. Each 

7: Fach 


» 


* 
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7. Fach diviſion" ſhall retars of its own members vie juhu by kee 
but none of the four perſons appointed to ſuperintend the trial, nor any 
—_ of any re- body, ſhalł be returnable. eue. 
S8. Every juryman fo drawn, and failing to attend at the appointed time . 
ſhall forfeit 150 ſhillings and fixpence, de i caſe of gelnels; as TR $ i 
alſo each ſuperintendant. COTE IN Tong : 
9. The ſuperintendants fhall, by lot, take twelve names out of the whole 
number preſeht, who ſhall be the jury for that trial, unleſs the accuſed ob- 
ject, which he may do to four of them, but not more. op,” 
10. The accuſer and accuſed ſhall each be allowed one aſſiſtant at their 
n Os ER ig Þ FE C 
11, The preſident ſhall read the accuſation, and call on the accuſer to 
uce his evidence o ; r 
12. The evidence on the part of the accuſer being eloſed, the accuſed 
may call his evidence. | | : Ps 


13. During the time each witneſs is giving his evidence, he may be croſs».  _ 
examined by the jury, the preſident, the accuſed, the accuſer, or either f 
their aſliſtants. 55 | V 
= | 14. The evidence being cloſed, the accuſed and his aſſiſtant ſhall be al- 
| lowed to comment on it, and make his defence; but the croſs-examination \ *' 
thall be deemed ſufficient, on the part of the accuſer. - „„ 
15. If the preſident ſhall think proper, he may recapitulate the principal 
points of the evidence, and comment on them. „„ 
16. The jury ſhall give their verdict in writing, ſigned by all their names. _ 
17. If the jury ſhall not, within two hours, agree that the accuſed is 
guilty, he ſhall be acquitted. | 1 . 1 
18. The iſſue of the trial ſhall be reported to the committee of delegates, 


and by them to the diviſions. 
a Appendix, (No. 3.) „ 
LETTER for introducing Citizens Bixxs and Jonx Gars Joxxs; dated 
Committee Room, March, 1796; and ſigned J. AsnL Ex, Secretary. | 
Grein,, Committee Room, March, 1796. : 
HIS letter is to introduce citizen Binns and John Gale Jones to you, 
they being deputed by us to viſit your ſociety. They will lay before 
you the inſtructions we have given them for their conduct, by which you 
will fee the principal parts of our view of the common ohject which 
unites us fo you and the other focieties in the country. We hope they ac- 
cord with your ſentiments, for we are perſuaded that nothing is wanting to 
öbktain ſuch a reform in parliament as we demand but a ſtrict union among 
thoſe who are already convinced of its neceflity. We are not, however, to 
contemn or negle& thoſe whoſe intereſt, whoſe paſſions, or whoſe.igno- 
rance, have ſet them in oppoſition to us. For the latter, thoſe who are 
ſeparated from us only by their poſitive ignorance, we ſhall gain them daily 
to our fide by a clear ſtatement of our claims. The propofition we maintain 
is ſo ſimple, that no one can reject it who poſſeſſes even an ordinary ſhare 
of underſtanding. The political creeds which people are taught during their 
childhood frequently warp their minds; but in Britain, the firſt article of 
the political creed is, that every individual who is ſubject to government is 
repreſented, and has a right to be repreſented in the legiſlature. We aſſert 
no more than that the practice does not at preſent correſpond with the 
ory, and we claim no more than the reſtitution of theſe our rights; and 
it is this fact of which we haye to conyince the ignorant; for thoſe at | 
: | Ve 


- 


— 
— 


So ED. : 
have partial intereſts and paſſions to gratify in the continuance of abuſe, 
we miſt contend with them firmly. If we can ſoften their oppoſition, it is 
- our duty; and if we cannot, on their on heads be the guilt and the effect. 
Citizens, let us redouble our zeal. Indifference in any cauſe belonging to 
humanity is baſe, in this it is nothing leſs than inſauity. We recommend | 
our deputies to your confidence, for we believe they are worthy of it. 
Signed, by order of the Executive Committee, 
V 5 J. Aſbley, Sec. 
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INSTRUCTIONS of the London Correſponding Society to Citizen Jonx 
GaLz Joxks, deputed to viſit the Societies of Birmingham, &c. 


£ 


þ \ 


A CC ˙ĩ Ü 
18 ſociety having reſolved that deputies be ſent to the ſeveral ſocieties 
; in correſpondence with us, in order to inform them accurately of the 
preſent ſtate of the important queſtion agitated by them and us, and to con- 
ſult with them on the moſt effectual means of convincing the people of this 
country of the neceſſity of a reform in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 
we have choſen you to be among the number of ſach deputies, having a 
firm confidence that you will conduct yourſelf: ſo as to bring no juſt re- 
proach upon us your conſtituents. To acquit ourſelves, however, before 
the whole nation in this momentous concern, as well as the better to ena- 
ble you to proſecute. our legal and virtnous purpoſe, we furniſh. you with 
IN a als a Er LE OC 
Iſt. On your admiſſion to à ſociety in union with us, you ſhall deliver 
the letter of introduction given you herewith, and ſubmit theſe inſtructions 
to their peruſal, in order that no improper perſon, being either an ignorant 
advocate of our cauſe, or a baſe pretender of, for miſchievous purpoſes, may 
- intrude himſelf upon ſuch ſociety in our name. 5 
Adly. You ſhall preciſely ftate to ſuch ſociety, that the ſole object of our 
aſſociation is a reform of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 

3dly.. You ſhall inſiſt that the only effectual, as well as only legitimate, 
mode of obtaining our common objec, is by convincing our fellow citizens 
of our natural and conſtitutional right to ſuch reform, and of the neceſſity 
of our obtaining it, to preſerve the nation from falling under the yoke of 
an abſolute deſpotiſm; in to doing you cannot fail to draw the nation over 
to our fide, and to leave the enemies of reform narrowed to the circle of 
corrupt miniſters, and their rapacious dependents. - rd ets 


« 
„ 
&.1 


Athly. You ſhall ſhew that the new Treaſon and Sedition Acts, whatever 
be the character that will be ſtamped upon them by poſterity, have not 
taken away the means of enlightening our fellow citizens on the above ſub- 
ject, ſince under theſe acts oitizens may aflemble to the number of forty- 
nine in one place, to converſe in an orderly manner on their conſtitutional 
rights, and therefore cannot be diftur.ed without a violation of law even as 
it ſtands at preſcit. ws 051 Es ie 

Sthly. As the ſubtle malice of our enemies will endeavour to lead our. 
fellow citizens from the peaceable courſe v hich it yet becomes us to purſue,, 
you ſhall invite the ſociety to: guard againſt all perſons who would intro- 
duce violent propoſitions, or any illegal meaſures. | 


Sthly. It behoyes you, notwithſtanding, to convince the timid, that no 
fears are to be entertaiued reſpecting the legal conſequences of the infor- 
| | lb; „ f | mation 
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mation of ſpies, ſince the ſeourity-of the friends of reform is in the legality: 

of their object and proceedings. 1 „„ 
7thly, The deſign of che above articles is to remove miſapprehenfions re- 

lative to the ſafety of our aileciation under the new laws. This part of 

your miſſion being effected, you are to ſtrain every power of your mind to- 


awaken the fleeping ſpirit of liberty; you are to call upon our fellow 
citizens to be ready with us to purſue our common object, if it muſt be to 


the ſcaffold, or rather (if our enemies are deſperate enough to bar up every 
avenue to enquiry and diſcuſſion) to the held, at the hazard of extermina- 


tion, convinced that no temper, leſs. decided than, this, will ſuffice to regain 


liberty from a bold uſurping faction; but to the end that we may ſucceed” 
by the irrefiftible voice of the people, you are to excite in every ſocietythe 
defire which animates our boſoms to embrace the nation as brethren, and 
the reſolution to bear every repulſe from paſſion and prejudice which fails 
to deprive us of the ſure grounds of argument. n eee, 
Sthly. As the Whig Club have called upon the people to aſſociate for the 
repeal of the new Treaſon and Sedition Bills, without making any ex- 


plicit declaration of their principles, e recommend you to caution the ſo- 


ciety you viſit, againſt every attempt to divert tlieir thoughts from our ulti- 
mate object to ſuch temporary and ſubordinate conſiderations. „ 
Othly. You ſhall, if called upon, aid the ſociety with your advice in 
forming their internal regulations, but by no meatis ſhall attempt to impoſe 
any rule upon them, much leſs to intrude the particular parts of our con- * 
ſtitution, where local conſiderations may make it prudent. to adopt others. 
lothly. You ſhall invite the ſociety to a cloſe correſpondence with us, 
and to tranſmit tous a monthly report, containing their numbers, and a con- 


cCiſe account of their leading tranſactions. 


11thly. You ſhall invite the ſociety to take the name of the United Cor- 


reſponding Society of Birmingham, and to adopt our regulations as far as | | 


may be conſiſtent with their particular convenience or fituation. e 


I2thly. This ſociety being involved in great expences, and being in ac 
tual arrear, you ſhall in an open and manly manner invite the ſociety to 


contribute to the expence of the deputation according to their ability, and 


2 


to tranſmit their contributions through your hands to our ſecretary. | 
i3thly. You thall write to us immediately after your firſt interview with 


the ſociety, and at leaſt once a week afterwards, and if any thing ſhould - 


occur to which theſe inſtructions do not apply, you ſhall write to ns ſpe- 
cially-on the ſubje&t. In a word, you are always to reflect, that you are 
wreſtling with the enemies of the human race, not for yourſelf merely, 
for you may not ſee the full day of liberty, but for the child hanging at the 
breaſt; and that the queſtion whether the next generation ſhall be free or 
not, may greatly depend on the wiſdom and integrity of your conduct 
in the generous mithon which you and your fellow deputies now take upon 
yourſelves. . | BE, nes 1. %% OW 
Iathly. The ſociety of Birmingham, &c. being numerous, you ſhall con- 
cert meaſures with the ſecretary for convening the members, in diviſions, 
conſiſting of forty-nine each; and you-ſhall on no account meet more than 
forty-nine members at one time. 8 8 F 
I15thly. As our letters have been frequently intercepted by our enemies, 
before your departure from London you ſhall learn of the citizen ſecretary ' 
the place to which you ſhall direct your letters, and ſhall eſtabliſh with the 
lociety a proper channel for correſponding with us. 
16chly. You ſhall keep a journal of your proceedings in the diſcharge of 


this duty, and thall pretcut the ſame to this committee on your return. 
C1T1ZEN, 
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Crr1zzen, | _ F 5 %% pe = oa 
While you recommend a legal conduct to the ſociety, we ſolemnly call. 
upon you to be- yourſelf the example of ſobriety in converſation and 
BBB By Order of the Executive Committee, 


EST. , ; 
Copy of a Haxp BIX diſtributed by HENRY FELL OwS, at Maidſtone. 


BT ih To the Britiſh Army. 1 N 
DOMRA DES, are we not men? Is it not high time we ſhould prove 

4 we know. ourſelves to be ſuch? Are we any where reſpected as men? 
and why are we not? Have not wrong notions of diſcipline led us to our pre- 
ſent deſpiſed condition? Is there a man among us who does not wiſh to de- 
fend his country, and who would not willingly do it without being ſubject 


to the inſolence and cruelty of effeminate puppies? Were not the ſailors 
like us mocked for want of thought, though not ſo much deſpiſed for 


poverty as we are? Have they not proved that they can think and act for 
themſelves, and preſerve every aſeful point of diſcipline full as well or 
better than when under the tyranny of their officers? What makes this 
difference between a commiſſioned officer and a private, or non-commilſ- 
Honed ? Are they better men? You muſt laugh at the thought: Do they know 
diſcipline half ſo well as our ſerjeants ? Don't they owe their promotions to 
their connections with placemen and penſioners, and a mock parliament 
which pretends to repreſent the people ? When we think of the people, 
onght not each of us to think of a father or a brother as part of them? Can 
you think a parliament ſpeaking like fathers and. brothers would treat us as 
ve are treated? Would they mock us with a pretended addition to our pay, 
and then lock us up in barracks to cheat us and keep. us in - ignorance ? 


Would they not, rather, confidering the price of every thing wanting for 


our families, at leaſt double our pay? Why is every regiment harraſſed 
with long marches from one end of the country to the other, but to keep 
them ſtrangers to the people and to each other? Are we fo well clothed as 
ſoldiers uſed to be? Aſk the old penſioners of Chelſea College, whether 
horſe or foot: Aſk them too if it was uſual, when there were fewer regi- 
ments, for colonels to make a profit out of ſoldiers clothes? Don't colonels 


now draw half their income from what we ought to have, but of which 


we are robbed? THESE, COMRAD ES, are few of our grievances, and 
but a few. WHAT SHALL WE DO? The tyranny of what is falſely 
called difcipline prevents us from acting like other men. We cannot join 
in a petition for that which common honeſty would freely have given us 
long ago. WE HAVE ONLY TWO CHOICES; either to ſubmit to 


the preſent impoſitions, or demand the treatment proper for men. THE 


POWER IS ALL OUR OWN. The regiments which ſend you this are 
willing to do their part: They will ſhew their countrymen can be ſoldiers 
without being ſlaves, and will make their demands as ſoon as they know 


vou will not draw the trigger againſt them. Of this we will judge, when 


we know you have diſtributed this bill not only among your comrades, but 


do every ſoldier whom you know in every part of the country. BE SOBER, 


BE READY. 


* OY 
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"Cop of reren taken amongſt Joun Box?! S Ne 8 5 „ | | 
5 Direction obliterated.) 244, Be I 


3 Cirizxx, ee | = 
| Received your parcel with regulations, Kc. Fe am obliged to you r : 
ſending the Ulfter Addreſs, as I think it will be productive te our 
cauſe, for they ſeem to meet the approbation of the citns. here, particularly 
the Irith ſoldiers i in this town. I have diſpoſed of them all, and ſhall be 
glad of 100 more, with 50 Boniparte's Addreſs, and 50 Duke of Rich- 
mond's Letter, with ſome tickets, and cliarge the publication to me, and 1 
Will ſee you paid or return them, but I will do my endeavours to ſell them. 
Cita. I mentioned in my laſt week's report for you-to charge regulations, 
tickets, and magns. to the Maidſtone Society; but you have put them in 
Wrattan's bill, which I requeſted you to ſend to get the money for; like- | 
wiſe the ſociety” s bill, which I hope will be able to do next week. Cita, | 
with reſpe& to Payne s Agrarian Juſtice; it met the approbation of thoſe I | 
have converſed with about it, and think it does win them to our cauſe. - | 
You may ſend 50 of them if you pleaſe, and F will diſpoſe of them if I can, 
or ſend them back. With reſpect to the 7 Dozen magn, I forgot to men- 
tion in the laſt week's, but it is a miſtake in Beck's letter, for we do not 
eg any, for n do not go of here, thats the reaſon we ſend 7 dozen 
ack. | 
| Report of the Diviſions: 9 x 


5 Diva 3920 preſent: No new members. 
| | Diya 38—-40 prefent : Do. DE 
5 The referd motion in the Report, 3 e - 
3 8. Direct i in future to H. Fellows, at Mr. Bennet's Stone St. and not 
as before, for they will not come to hand if you do. | 


3 Nothing particular ſince our laſt. With reſpect to * divns, we have = 
not been able to furniſh them with Tieſts, &c. but you ſhall here when 


we. do. 4 
| Maidſtone, | | Health and Fraterni 7 8 
Monday night. 5 7 7 20 Wo H. Fellows. ä | 
| 3 No. 7. - 2e on 
38 Copy of PAPERS found upon RICHARD FULLER, for the Seduction of 
the Soldiery. | | 


\ 


No. 1.—Soldiers of Great Britain. 
Brothers, and Fellow Citizens, 
| INE the People of Great Britain, your Friends old Countrymen, and 
your Fellow Creatures, 'defire you for One Minute to lay afide the 
Bayonet and the Muſquet, and to behave like Men, Sheath the Sword of 
"Eo Murder! Ceaſe to be Aſfaſſins of your Kind! Embrace us as your Bre- 
thren! and let the Tranquillity of Reaſon ſucceed the Hurricane of War. 
We require you to conſider us as your Friends, and then you will liſten 
with Attention. Our Country is bleeding at every Pore! Already ſcourged 
by the Furies of Ambition, the faints with: the Anguiſh, and ſhrinks with 
Horror, leſt the uplitted Laſh of 5 bee . f: gy into a . ern 
: accrate 
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54 APPENDIX, (No. 7.) 
lacerated to the B ne. Our Proviſions have heen tranſported to Foreign 
Countries, and our Huſbandmen have been ſeduced from the Plough, to 
be beaten by their Officers, and ſtarve beneath a Knapſack. Where the 
Cottage once welcomed the free Peaſant to his Evening's Reſt, the Barrack, 
now impriſons the hungry Victim of Military Law. Our brayeſt Heroes 
languiſh beneath the Scourge, are tortured by the Iron which pierces the 
tender Foot, and ſhot like Dogs, to ſatiate the Cruelty of their Maſters, 
The Freedom of Nature is drilled into Slavery by. Torture and Oppreſſion, 
and the Military Tyrants of the Day erect their infamous Court Martiats 
upon the lite and Felicity of Mae n n 
_ . Come then; you as well as the People have your ſufferings, and we are all 
Brothers in Diſtreſs! Why ſhould we increate our Miſeries by becoming 
Foes? We are all Men! We all have Feeling Wer all have a Country! 
Alas! why ſhould thoſe be hoſtile to each other, whoſe Nature, Country, 
and. Misfortunes are the ſame. Nature and Necefſity call upon us to enliſt 
under the ſame Banner of Liberty, and to inroll ourſelves as Comrades in 
the grand Conteſt for Reform. L nu WS rd Et ett 
It is the Practice of Tyrants to ſeparate you from your Brothers and your 
Country, to lock you up in Barracks from our Converſation, and to point 
your Bayonets at our Boſoms as though we were your Foes. Let this 
auſpicious Age be the laſt in which military Laws ſhall ſever Man from 
Man, and make the Soldier the Murderer rather than the Protector of his 
Country. Let us ſhake Hands, and the Union will be the Origin of 
Liberty, and Liberty will give the Soldier a Home, where a Friend and a 
Family thall ſucceed to a Barrack and a Tyrant. You have Six Pence per 
Day for Clothes, Food, and Expences ; and out of this you are to furniſh 
all Things neceiſary for the Exiſtence of Man; you have nothing of your 
own; even the common Heritage of Nature, ed al Liberty, is not yours; 
you are tied up like Dogs; the Lath ſharpened with cruel Knots lays bare 
your very Bones; the Spike, run through the Sole of your Foot, makes the 
ſuſpended Wretch writhe and howl with Agony. Theſe are the Rewards 
of your Loyalty! and theſe the Bleſſings which attend the Serviò of a 
K——!!! Let not the Dignity of the Man, or the Honour of the Soldier, 
be ſtarved like a Beaſt, or whipt like a Slave; exerciſe your Reaſon ; put 
on the Uniform” of Liberty; make Uſe alone of the Arms of Juſtice, and 
let the Soldier be united to the Man! OP INN 
Ihe Years of Freedom approach—the Halcyon Epoch of Liberty draws 
near—Philoſophy erects the Stand of Happineſs, and the Nations of the 
Earth unite beneath its Shade. Nature is preparing a Feaſt upon the Ruins 
of Tyranny, and invites all the Univerſe ts partake of the Banquet. Will 
you, Soldiers, refuſe her Gifts, and turn ungrateful from the Feaſt ? Will 
you deſert the Colours beneath which your Brethren unanimouſly unite, ' 
and mutiny againſt the Dictates of your Hearts? Is it your Duty to obey 
your „or yourſelf? Confult your own Feelings, and do not violate 
the Oath wh'ch Truth imprints upon the Heart—unite with the oppreſſed 
againſt the Oppreflor, and terminate the Year of Oppreſſion. Whether 
you ſhoot your Fellow Creatures under the Impulſe of private Reſentment, 
or whether you obey the Nod of a Tyrant, and maſſacre us by Thouſands, 
the Guilt is the ſame; you are convicted of Murder ! and Nature herſelf 
acculcs you at the Bar of Social Juſtice. -Be Murderers no longer follow 
no more the ſtarving Practices of military Aſſaſſins — Let Soldiers protect 
the Nights of Citizens, and. Citizens will avenge the Wrongs of Soldiers! 
In ſhort, if you wiſh to fag and labour your Lives away without Com- 
fort, to linger in a half-ſtarved Exiſtence, the Slaves of Cruelty and Engines 
af Murder and Oppreflion—lf you with, when old Age has ſtolen away 
| 5 your 
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your Strength, to have your tottering Limbs want a Bed to repoſelon, and 
to be whipt from Pariſh to Pariſh. as a Vagrint, then kiſs the Hand that 

ſcourges you, and be the Means of enſlaving the Country that has nurſed 
you in its Botom; but if you wiſh to enjoy the Pleſſings of Life and Liberty, 
to have a Competency prepared for your Age in Return for the Labours of 


your Vouth If you have the leaſt Regard for Mankind or yourſelves, make 


your Muſquets the Means of Peace, and your Swords the juſt-Pefence of 


your Country's Liberty. ; 10-43 : 
| i . g \ 8 75 : hs v $; | " 1 . No. 3 . KY 2 x; . VE IG? 2 2 

WIEREAs it is notorious, that certain wicked and m Perſo1 
not having the Fear of God before their Eyes, but being moved and inſti- 


gated by the Devil, have from Time immemorial infeſted, and do ſtill infeſt, 
the greateſt Part of, the World, to the utter Subverſion of the RIGHTS OF 
MAN, and total Overthrow of Civil and Religious Liberty, and inſtead of 


thoſe glorious Bleſſings, introducing, wherever they have prevailed, an in- 


fernal Syſtem of Terror, Slavery, and Oppreſſion, with all their attendant ” 
Evils of Poverty and Famine, of Fraud, Robbery, Murder, and Suicide, 


. likewiſe haſtening and augmenting every other Miſery incident to Human 
Nature. e ped ©, eee ; 
Jo put in Force the above Syſtem, and give the fulleſt Effect to the Evils 


＋ . 1 
* 


ed and malicious Perſons, 


15 


inſeparable from it, they have frequent Recourſe to enormous Taxation, 9 


Armies of ignorant and unprincipled Savages, Bribery and Corruption, 
Places and Penſions, Axes and Gibbets, Baſtiles and Baniſhment, Spies and 


Informers, with a cruel and rigorous Suppreſſion of every Attempt to dif- 


fuſe Inſtruction, and cheriſh the Dawnirigs of Reaſon; to enlighten thie 
People, and rouze them to a Senſe of their Importance and their Rights; 


likewiſe with additional , Cruelty employing a Band of mexcenary Prieſts 
(called national Clergy). to rivet the Fetters of Ignorance, by inculcating 
among other Superftitions the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance and paſſive 


Obedience, and pronouncing eternal Damnation on Diſobedience to the 


* 


ſanguinary Mandate of IYRAN ITS. 


2 4 


AND WHEREAS it is notorious that this banditti arrogate to thew- 
ſelves titles which the light of nature; and that divine philanthropiſt, the 


illuſtrious founder of the Chriftian religion, declare can only be applied 
without blaſphemy to the Deity himſelf, who alone is the moſt high and 
mighty Prince, moft puiſſant Prince, dread Sovereign, moſt ſacred, moiſt 


excellent, and moſt graciqus: Majeſty. Likewiſe adding folly and abſurdity to 
their daring impiety, they are paſſionately fond of being called by a variety 


of nicknames; and are often mad to diſtraction. for childiſh playthings, 


which they imagine give dignity to their odious perſons, and excite. won- 


der and awe in the minds of the ignorant, 


” Aw 


Another trait of their character is their unbearable inſolence to their ſup- 


poſed inferiors, demanding honours which in reality belong to no created 


being (muchleſs to the vileſt monſters ever created) and requiring the moſt ab- 


jet ſubmiſſion to their tyrannical pleaſure. Likewiſecontinually inſulting the 
people with a profeſſion of ſcornful and humiliating epithets, ſuch as tubs 


"1 


muffins, ſans-culottes, acquitted felons, &c. &c. 


Jes, ſlaves, mobs, ſwiniſh multitude, vulgar rabble, baie wxetches, raggan - 


_ Likewiſe wafting many precious lives, and much property of the people, 


to import luxuries from every clime for the gratification of their depraved 


appetites, while the above © ſwinith multitude” are cruelly denied a little 


clean ftraw and a few wholeſome acorns. - „„ : 
Again, the diſpoſition of theſe incarnate flends is manifeſt in a horrid 


thirſt for blood and delight in flangliter. Feact and tranquillity they 


view 


4 


Kann M.3 > - 
view with ſtedfaſt hate, and: baniſh from their courts with oaths of eternal 
_ ſeparation.” {The fights which afford them the greateſt pleaſure and ſatiſ- 
faction are the dreadfal glare of - murderous ſteel, blazing towns, and fields 
covered- with. flain, rivers of ſmoaking crimſon, and the once fmiling gar- 
den of plenty exhibiting ſcenes of deſolation and famine, © © 
"Their greedy ear drinks in like harmonious mufic the Hoffile roaring of 
the braten trumpet, the impatient claſhing of the inſtruments of death, the 
groans of the dying, the ſhrieks of widows, and che cries of orphans. 
Hence it ceaſes to aftoniſh us when wwe bear of plundering terrefirial e g 8 
erxterminating i bein millions f offenſive inbabitants, and e an | other 4 
millions torn from their native fhores. Hence we bear of the murder af thirty- - | b 
d zbouſand men in cold blood; at another time twenty-ſeven thouſand frue bundred 
men, and three thouſand women and children, of a brave and virtuous people, 
falling © beneath the fevord of a ſacred and ſainted Empreſs. And Bence wwe 


fell, of flarving twemty-five millions © 


baut beard from a tyrant more'ſanguinary fit 
' ſtruggling for liberty. © 5 —_ 
+= © PRODIGTOUS NAMELESS WICKEDNESS!!! 
I) heſe are your Gods! Ye advocates fer K——s. 

Fellow Citizens, N . r 
Do not your boſoms/ fwelLwitf indignation? Are you not reſolved to 
cruſh theſe ſerpents; and rid yourſelves, and mankind for ever of the worſt - 
of plagues? Let them exhibit the glittering magic of their uſurped autho- 
rity ; let them threaten to craſh us with their frown; let them plead their 

divine hereditary right, and iſſue their pompous proclamations, alas! how - 
- vain! how weak and imbecile, when oppoſed to a nation brave and unani- 


mous, that wills to be free. b „„ ORE . 
_ -- *FRELOW CITIZENS! BRETHREN! „ | 


. 


We hail you with Vows of Health and Fraternity ! - 
**- UNITE! PERSEVERE! AND BE FREE! 
Appendix, (Ne 8.) 
ADDRESS from United Britons to United Iriſhmen, 
Fellow Men, Bees VVV 
F r to diſſipate thoſe prejudices which a miſtaken and intereſted 
X policy of opinion, from being held by the people of England and 
Ireland, we, in the name of the former, with whols ſentiments. we are . 
acquainted, and whoſe confidence we poſſeſs, declare that we will, by every 
poſſible means, promote the emancipation of both countries. To forward 
this great object we offer you our confidence, and in return demand yours. 
Though labouring under the yoke of the ſame oppreſſion, the ſiſter coun- 
tries have been differently treated. Ireland has always been the object of 
| direct and open violence, England of fraud: Ireland has been robbed, Eng- 
land has been cheated: By one uniform plan, diviſion has been carried on 
mn both. -Sacrificed as Ireland has been to the ambition of England, the 
1 idea of her being treated as a free country was too groſs to be obtruded 
3 upon the meaneſt underſtanding. But England, whoſe avarice was flattered 
6: by the deſpicable lure of excluſive trade, greedily ſwallowed the bait. Se 
4 was taught to believe that riches flowed upon her, while poverty, was 
| ſecretly inſinuating itſelf inte her vitals. Amidſt mock contentions for 
liberty, and real ones for plunder, ſhe vainly imagined herſelf free, and was: 
i : ” — > : og ; 2 thereby 


. - 


thereby induced to F. the intereſt of a debt of greater amount han the value 

of the whole landed property of the country, without reflecting that bank⸗- 
> 99h however late, muſt. be the conſequence of an overſtretched credit, 
That bankruptcy has arrived. The religious difſentions between Catholie _ 
and Proteſtant in Ireland, whoſe opinions admit of à real diſtinction, ang 
the party-ſquabbles between Whig and Tory in England, whoſe political 

ones admit. of none, were aſſiduouſly fomented. The people differed about 

a ſhadow till they loſt the ſubſtance. The plan of oppreſſion was ſyſtema- 
tically. directed throughout both countries to the ſame object, though in 
apparetit oppoſition, * Ireland, revenue was only raifed to be laviſhed in - 

unmerited penſions, without the infult of pretended national advantage. In 
England, the veil of fraud was neceſſary to cheat the people of large ſums. 

under the plauſible pretext of public neceſſity, The undiſguiſed oppreſſions id 
of Ircland, by ps ſubſiſtence precarious to the poor, have made her a k 


conſtant hot-bed for the ſubtleties of tyranny ; but in England, occafional * WK 
crops could only be raiſed, when the flame of war nen force the ſoil. . 
This marked diſtinction in the treatment of the countries has produced as 9 


marked a difference , in the characters of the two nations. Ireland has ac. 
uired that of manly openneſs, England that of mean diſguiſe. England, 
though abuſed with forms, has never been without fincere friends to ſub- 0 
ſtantial liberty. Among them a number of dark and deſigning characters 
have always intended, and their conduct has furniſhed, ſuoh a tiſſue of apoſtaſy, jul 
_ thatygeneral apathy had nearly ſucceeded general diſtruſt, Various political * 
ſocieties have been inſtituted for the purpoſe of reform, but of thoſe few could tf 
boaſt purity of principles, or integrity of leaders. Formerty Richmond 
headed the votaries of univerſal ſuffrage, Fox thoſe: of repreſentation by 
houſeholders, and Pitt thoſe who wiſhed to disfranchiſe the corrupt boroughs, 
to throw their proportion of repreſentation into the counties : But theſe have i 
vaniſhed. The Society of the Friends of the People, and for Conſtitutional — 
Knowledge, have diſcontinued their exertions. The London Correſponding, 1 
and other ſocieties in Union with it, have ariſen upon their ruins; and as 
univerſal good is the baſis, we doubt not, but ſupported by numbers and 
principles, they will not be wanting in the hour of danger, „ 
„ I be Irifh, always an heroic people, have, during the American war, be. 
1 C In J pare Sony; 1 | 
come an armed nation. They took up arms for defence, and undertook the 
cauſe of Reform for ſecurity, England likewiſe engaged in the cauſe f 
Reform, but her efforts were weak, as ſhe had not endured ſufficient to con- 
vince her of the neceſſity of union. The efforts of a number of eminent 
perſons in both countries, in the cauſe of freedom, were inſufficient, becauſe 
prejudice yet prevailed, and more were not yet awakened to their juſt rights 
and true intereſts. The Apoſtaſy of ſeveral leaders in the public cauſe, added 
to the famous coalition, ſmothered for a long time the flame of liberty, till 
the French revolution again fanned its Aung embers into a glow, which we 
hope and truſt will never be extinguiſhed. . * 7 as FIERY 
The conduct of the two countries on this important event diſplayed 2 5 
ſtriking contraſt. Ireland, who by her arms had extorted from the Engliſh | 
government ſome fragments of her rights, ſeemed ready, in the fame manner, 
to demand the reſt. England alſo formed ſocieties. whoſe object was eman- 
cipation; but alas! they over-rated its force. 65 
The Bills in Ireland, the Treaſon and Sedition Bills in Efigland, and their 
conſequeuces in both countries, need hardly be mentioned. On the people 
they brought chains, on the government irreconcileable hatred. One good 
effect has however reſulted from mutual ſufferings and mutual commiſeration > 
the prejudice of nations is done away, and the Engliſh burn with defire to 
| hail the Iriſh as freemen and as 3 e e a; 
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by Ty | APPENDIR / (No! WE 
Our numbers are immenſe, our influence ſtill more conſiderable; and our 

ace accord with Fours ; ; We are unthinned by the tyranny of the law 

or the Word; tis true we have had our fears and our jealouſies; ſpies and 

informers have been introduced amongſt us; but all thoſe have ſerved, only 

to point oat more clearly the men who are worthy of truſt, and i in theſe, 

whether rich or poor, we have the higheſt confidence. f 
Our delegate is intruſted to lay before you our whole proceedings ; ; we, 

therefore, decline entering into particulars in the preſent addreſs. W- have 

repoſed confidence in you; and ſhall expect ſuch a return as you may think 

our integrity and talents deſerve. We doubt not but you will, with us, 

ſee the propriety of cſtabliſhing unlimited confidence, or declining our inter. 

| ference as fruitleſs. Should you think our ſituation, our influence, and. our 

opportunities, calculated to ſerve the common cauſe, rely upon our dili- 

gence, zeal, and our fidelity, With beſt wiſhes for the amelioration of 

the condition of man, and hopes that your exertions and virtues, aided 

| by an united people, will ſpeedily emancipate your Comfy we e in 

5 the bonds of brotherhood and union, SE” 

1 * mag Jacuary: 5th, 1798... (Seal. Your's s Fratervally, Wd, 

— — RIF: 

1 | Appendix, (No. 9. * 9 5 1 

n ADDRESS of the London Correſponding Society to the Iriſh Nations. 

| % What are fifty, nay, a thouſand 1 bac oy wt 

4 J the nerve of a fingle arm 
1 6“ That ſtrikes for e its 
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neee and Suffering Nation, „ | 
T= London Correſponding Society, animated i by Mo efire of promoting {= | 
univerſal liberty, and alive to the general intereſts of humanity, have. 
bcheld, with inexpreſſible regret, the enormous cruelties which have, with Fa 
impunity, been practiſed in every corner of your devoted country. Jealous | 
of the honour of the community of which we are members, and feeling for, 
the dignity of the Britiſh character, we deem it our duty to addreſs and aſſure 
you, whatever atrocities may have been committed by miſguided men, r 
however the ſentiments of the people of this country may have been repre- 
ſented by intereſted. ones, there are few in Britain who do not ſhudder with 
Horror at a recital of the ſufferings of the Iriſh. people. 
Did we read that in any foreign country, or at any remote period of anti- 

- quity, the governors of a populous. and civilized kingdom had laid waſte, 
with fire and ſword, large tracts of land, had murdered the innocent tra- 

| veller on the road, had turned women in the agonies of childbirth naked into 
the fields at midnight, there to behold, with additional pangs, their little all 
conſumed by the flames which perſecution had kindled, and their deareſt rela- ; 
tives murdered by ſanguinary malice, whilſt others were tortured at the will | 
of a licenſed banditti ; did we read of 2// thoſe cruelties, and that they were 
exerciſed, not upon rebels, but under the pretext of preventing rebellion, we. 
ſhould ſhut the book with horror, and execrate the guilty perpetrators as 
monſters, for whoſe Atropities language had not a name. Vet much do we. 
fear, that when the hiſtorian of Ireland ſhall pen the hiſtory. of the preſent, 
times, he will, in obedience 'to truth, be neceſſitated to fair its pages with 
, crimes egzal to any we have con jeftured, Has. not popular privileges upon, 
all occaſious, been obliged to bow the obedient head, and bend the ſuppliant 
knee, to the imperious beheſts of the prerogative? Has not every barrier, 
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1 between privilege and prerogative been overthrown by power, or over- 
whelmed by corruption? 8 not thy laws been PUTT | ? thy penal; 
_ ſtatutes, 
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- 2. -» APPENDIX "to. % > 0-5 ay 
ſtatutes been extended to acts to which. /z/2:ce cannot attach criminality # 
Have not juries been packed,” threatened,” and intoxicated ? Have not 
Judges received, and cauſed to be executed, verdicts where malice and preſu- 
dice have been proved? Have not witneſſes been permitted to give evidence 

whoſe perjuries were open and manifeſt? In fine, has not juſtice, and the 
forms of juſtice, nay, evex decency, been difregarded? And why has all 
this inhumanity, this ſavage batbarity, been committed? © Becauſe, ſay 
your *governors, * ſome men formed ſocieties, calling themſelves United 
Iriſhmen, who ſwore, in the moſt ſolemn manner, ts  p2r/evers in endea- 
vol riug to form a brotherhood of affetion among Triſpmen of every religions 
pe tſudſion, for the purpoſe of effecting reforms, which we do not think ex- 
pedient. T“ 3 | VCC 
Theſe are the crimes of which you are accuſed, and to ſupport theſe accuſa- 
tions, fire, torture, and death, are to ravage the once peaceful plains of 
Ireland. WER A Toon „ V 
If to wiſh for that happy Union of mankind, when their religious opini- 0 
ons ſhall be no obſtacle to the performance of their meral duties, be criminal, is 
we alſo are guilty ; and if to UxITE in the cagſe of reform, upon the broad Mi 


3 
0 
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baſis, be treaſon, we with vou are rraltorr. Tan 5 
1 We cannot {thanks to our more enlightened Engliſh juries) purſue the 
_ analogy farther. . For though hireling ſpies and informers have attempted the. 
lives of ſome of our members, their efforts were rendered ineffectual by the 
virtuous integrity of thoſe to whom their country had entruſted their con- 


7 


demnation or acquittal. e e a 
| © Your injuries have made a deep impreſſion upon our minds, from a con-. 
| -  fideration'that, as our fellow men in Ireland live under the ſame roku of | 
[2 government, and are in FACT'governed by the ſame men, we entertain the 
well grounded fear that what x xs been done in Ireland may be done in Bri- 
tain, This we are confirmed in when we compare the //fematic exactneſss 
* Bo between the meaſures FORMERLY -purſued in Ireland, and thoſe xow puriuing 

in Great Britain. Among you, religious diſſentions have been fomented ; 

. among us, the ſeeds of diſtruſt have been ſcattered, But, as is commonlỹx 
tte fate of had men, their meaſures have.recoiled upon themſelves ;_ they have 
ſtrengthened the bond of Union among you, till “ ze:ther hopes, fears, re- 

auaradl, or puniſhments ſhall ever induce?” you to forego. it, and they have 
enabled us ſo clearly to diſcern the genuine friends of liberty, that no fineſſe, 
no glitter of counterfeit patriotiſm, can'dazzle our eyes or miſlead our judge- 
att Po a OE . „ 7 
Penal ſtatutes have been multiplied againſt us as well as againſt you, and 
thoſe rights hitherto held moſt ſacred have been attacked; yet have we not 
ceaſed from our- exertions; we have perſevered, and we avill perſevere, 
; though military law be proclaimed, and trial by jury ſuſpended. Tis true 
we cannot boaſt of our ſufferings with equal propriety ; but if circumſtance 
ſhall place us in a like ſituation, we truſt we ſhall not be found inferior in f 
virtue to the people of Ireland. You have borne individual wrong with un- 

paralleled patience and forbearance; with a view to promote collective happi- i 

nefs, you have convinced the world that you poſſeſs pag/ive courage to a great 

extent, and ſhould the omnipotent voice of neceſſity call upon you to exert 

it a t, doubt not but you will evince that you poſſeſs it in as eminent a 

„ . f 

We embrace the preſent opportunity of appealing to our armed countrymen 

in Ireland, «© /o/diers,% We have, with the deepeſt concern, learned that 

you have, on ſome occaſions, been induced to violate that humanity which 
has heretofore characterized Britiſh _ We conjure you by the love 2 
* | 5 Eos 3 . "A 5 ear 
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fo Af FPENDIX NN. 9.) „„ 
bear your eduntry, and by the affection you feel for your relatives, and by 
every thing that is dear to man, to forbear committing any outrage, however 
you may be promiſed protectior therein; we entreat you, if you value the 
national honour of Great Britain, or the reputation of her arms, to diſgrace 
not the one or ſully the other by acts of cruelty or-brutality. Remember, 
- Britons, that were it poſlible for you to deſcend ſo vilely low as to become 
the agents of enſlaving Ireland, and were it poſſible for you to ſucceed therein, 
her inhabitants may be made the inſtruments of ſubjugating the liberties of 
your country. If you maſſacre the Iriſh, will not the Iriſh, in ſome meaſure, 
be juſtified nee the Britiſh ? If good offices demand con- 
genial returns, does not offenſive cruelty palliate defenſive barbarity ? But 
hy ſhould we predict calamities which Wwe hope will never happen; you 
will, we trait, behave with the manly firmneſs of Britiſh ſoldiers, not the 
deſperate fury of freebooters and aſſaſſins; ſuch conduct will endear you to 
your relatives and friends, by convincing them that their happineſs is dear 
to you; it will reſtore peace and liberty to Ireland, and conſequently to 


Srxxrkovs, GALLANT NATION, „%%% OR Oe 9A 

May the preſent addrefs convince yau how truly we ſympathiſe in all your 
ſufferings, and how much we ſhould be gratified at being able to alleviate 
them. May nations be inſtructed by your example, to mark the wily ſchemes 
by which governors induce a people to barter away their liberty, under an 
idea of Eng preſent quiet; may they learn that © g$15TING CIRCUM=. 
STANCES” have been the watchword of DEsror 18M in all ages and in all 
countries; and that, when a people once permits government to violate the 
genuine principles of liberty, encroachment will be, grafted upon encroach- 
ment; evil will grow upon evil; violation will follow violation; and power 
will engender power, till the liberties of Ar will be held at the deſpotic - 
command of a tyrant or tyrants, who will ſoon throw away xven. the maſk 
of law, and undiſguiſedly violate what they for a while politically ſeemed to 
reſpe& and venerate. „ 8 3 2 
May your governors be warned by hiſtoric experience, and learn that go- 
vernments are made for the people, and not the people for governments; that 
the voice of God is always to be gathered from the congregated wiLL of his 
rational creatures; that the i revenge of a people is ever proportionated to 
the injuries which they have received; that the irritated feelings of the in- 
78 cannot always be repreſſed; that forbearance, beyond a certain point, 
becomes cowardice; that a courageous people may be driven to defpair ; and 
finally, that Ax UNaN1Mous, AN UNITED nation never can rebel. 5 
In thy behalf, oh Ireland! do we ſppplicate the great author of nature! 

May he look with compaſſion upon thy miſeries! May he wipe away the 
falling tear from the cheek of affſiction 4 May he be a * father to the father. 
leſs,“ and a friend to him who has none to help him! May he ftrengthen the 
feeble, invigorate the weak, encourage the timid, un1TE the preuxITED, | 
energiſe the virtuous, enervate the vicious, paralyſe the efforts of the wicked, 
and crown with ſucceſs. the frxggles of the 3 and valiant; ultimately we 
beſcech him to inſpire you with that undaunted courage and perſeverance 
which is eſſential to the attainment and ſecurity of rational freedom; that 
freedom without which life is only a miſerable exiſtence, and death a happy 
releaſe from bondage. 3 | 5 E a. 
Signed in name, and by order of the London Correſponding Society. 
72 . | | R. T. CROSFIELD, Preſident. 
5 2 5 THO, EVANS, Secretary. 

Committee Room, London, zoth January, 1798. FI 
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e Hcalch and Fraternity. 
WE are called together on the wing of the moment to comraunicate td 
- Y.,Y  you-our ſentiments. The Citizen who now preſants them to yon, 
and who was the Bearer of them before, having but a few Hours to re- 
main in Town, expect not a lahoured Addreſs from us; but 'Plainnefsis 
the great CharaQteriſtic of Republicans. | e | 
Altfairs are now drawing to a great and awtul Crifis ; Tyranny, ſhaken 
to its Baſis, ſeems about to be buried in its own Ruins. With the Tyranny 
of England, that of all Europe muſt fall. Haſte then, Great Nation! 
pour forth thy gigantic Force! Let the baſe Deſpot feel thy avenging . 
Stroke, and let One oppreſſed Nation carol forth the Praiſes of France at 
the aur Cn uns 1 88 5 
We ſaw, with Rapture, your Proclamations, they met our warmeſt 
Wiſhes, and removed Doubts from the Minds of Millions. Go on! Eng- 
liſhmen will be ready to ſecond your Efforts. V 
Ihe Syſtem of borrowing, which has hitherto enabled our Tyrants to 
diſturb the Peace of a whole World, is at end; they have tried to raiſe 
a Kind of forced Loan is bas failed ! Every Tax diminifhes that Revenue 
it was intended to augment, and the voluntary Contributiqns produce al- 
moſt nothing. The Ariftocracy pay their Taxes under taat Malk; the 
poor Workmen in large Manufactories have been forced to contribute un- 
| der the Threat of being turned out of Emplay ; even the Army have been: 
| called upon to give a Portion of their Pay to carry on the War—by far the 
greateſt Part have peremptorily refuſed to contribute to ſo baſe. a Purpoſe, 
and the few that have complied have, in general, been cajoled, or reluctantly, . 
- conpenled ͤ cc. Z 
Evgliſhnien are no longer blind to their moſt ſacred claims; no longer 
are they the Dupes of an imaginary Conſtitution; every Day they ſee 
themſelves bereft of ſome Part of the poor Fragment of Democracy they 
have hitherto enjoyed, and they find that, in order to poſſeſs a Conſtitu- 
tion, they muſt nale one. 3% CO oo 355 
Parliamentary Declaimers have been the Bane of our Freedom. Nati- 
onal Plunder was the Object of every Faction, and it was due Intereſt of 
each to keep the People in the Dark; but the Deluſion is paſt! the Govern- 
ment has pulled off its Diſguiſe, and the very Men who, under the Sem- 
blance of moderate Reform, only wiſhed to climb into Power, are now glad: * 
do fall into the Ranks of the People, Yes, they have fallen into the Ranks, 
and there they muſt for ever remain, for Engliſhmen can never place Con- 
fiene in mw. N „ 
Aleady have the Engliſh fraternized with the Iriſh. and Scots, and a 
Delegate from each now fits with us. The ſacred Flame of Liberty is re- 
kindled, the holy Obligation of Brotherhood is received with Enthutiaſm; 
even in the Fleets and the Armies it makes ſome Progrefs—Difaffection 
prevails in both, and United Britain burns to break her Chains. 
Fortunately we have no Leader; Avarice and Cowardice have pervaded 
the rich, but we are not, therefore, the leſs united. Some few of the 5 5 
lent have, indeed, by Speeches, profeſſed. themſelves the Friends of De. 
mocracy, but they have not acted; they have conſidered themſelves as di. 
tint from the People, and the People will, in its Torn, conſider their .. I 
Claims to its Favour as unjuſt and frivolous, . They with, perhaps, to places Þ| 
us in the Front of the Battle, that, unſupported by the Wealth they enjoy, 
we may periſh, when they may 1 to riſe upon our Ruin. But let them 
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be told, though we may fall through their criminal Neglect, they can 
never hope to rule, and that Engliſhmen, once free, will not ſubmit to a 
few political Impoſtors. OP I I OP Ye WO Tg, 
„United, as we are, we now ohly wait, with Tmpatience, to ſee the Hero 
of Italy, and the brave Veterans of the Great Nation. Myriads will hail 
their Arrival with Shouts of Joy; they will ſoon finiſh the glorious Cam- 
paign ! Tyranny will vaniſſi from the Face of the Earth, and,*crowned . 
with Laurel, the invincible Army of France will return to its native Coun- 
try, thexe long to enjoy the well earned Praiſe of a grateful World, whoſe 
Freedom.they haye purchaſed with their Blood. 8 55 1 | 


. _- 6th Plnvioſe. 
t A. R. P. G. 6. 6 12 — — 5 b 
No. 1) 

COPY of a Form of Oath found in Twomas Evans's Pocket, 
Propoſed for the United Engliſhmen. . . | 8 

1 ————— do truly and fincerely engage to defend my Country, ſhould 
Neceflity require ; for which Purpoſe am willing to join the Society ot 
True Britons, to learn the Uſe of Arms, in order that equal Rights and. 


„ 
« 


/ 


Laws ſhould be eſtabliſhed and defended, 


No. 12.) LY 1 
* COPY of a Form of Oath found on the Floor of the George, 
| St. John-Street, Clerkenwell. „„ 

N the awful Preſence of God, I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, That I 
will perſevere in endeavouring to form a Brotherhood of Affection | 

among Engliſhmen of every religious Pertuaſion-; and that I will alſo per- 

_  Tevere in my Endeavours to obtain an equal, full, and adequate Repreſen- 
tation of all the People of England. | N | 


4 


I do firther declare, that neither Hopes, Fears, Rewards, or Puniſh- 
ments, ſhall ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to inform or give E. i- 
dence againſt any Member or Members of this or fimilar Societies, for any 1 
Act or Expreſſion of theirs done or made, collectiyely or individually, in 
or out of this Society, in purſuance of the Spirit of this Obligation. 
1578 1 =. Sa help me GD. 
| Appendix (No. 18.) | | 
The Deeclarations, Reſolutions, and Conſtitution of the Societies 
- of United Engliſhmen, _ Yr BIR Jr 40 eg 
. DECLARATION AND RESOLUTIONS, | $ 
TE the prefent ra of Reform, when unjuſt Governments are falling in 
every Quartet of Europe; when religious Perſecution is compelled to 
abjure her Tyranny over Conſcience ; when the Rights of Men are aſcer- 
tained in Theory, and that Theory ſubſtantiated by Practice; when Anti- 
quity can no longer defend abſurd and oppreflive Forms, againſt the com- 
mon Senſe and common Intereſts of Mankind; when all Governments are 
acknowledged to originate from the People, and to be fo far only obligatory, 8 
25 they protect their Rights and promote their Welfare: We think it our 
Duty, as Engliſhmen, to come forward, and ſtate what we feel to be our. 
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neavy Grievance, and what we know to be its effectual Remedy. 


1 / . * 


VW. BAVE No NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. We are ruled by Individuals, 
whoſe Inſtrument is Corruption, and whoſe Strength is the Weakneſs of 
the People; and theſe Men have the whole of the Power and Patronage of 
the Country, as Means to ſeduce and ſubdue the Honeſty of her Repre- | 

Leutatives in che Legiſlature, 'Such an extrinfic Power, acting W ; 
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form Force, in a Direction too frequently oppoſite to the true Line of Gu 
obvious Intereſt, can be reſiſted. with effect ſalely by Unanimfiy, "Deciſion, | 
and Spirit in the People. Qualities which may be exerted moſt Jegally, * | 
conſtitutionally, and efficaciouſly, by that great Meaſure, eflential to th 
Proſperity and Freedom of England—aN g@UAaL REPRESENDATION OF ALL | 


THE PEOPLE IN .PARLIAMENT. ,; > D OLE He, 
We do not here mention, as Grievances, the Corruption publicly prac» : 
tiſed in both Houſes of Parliament; nor the notorious. Infamy of Boroughs 
Traffic in both; not that we are inſenſible of their Enormity, but that We; 
conſider them as Symptoms of that mortal Diſeaſe which corrodes the Vie, 
| tals of our Conſtitution, and leaves to the People, in their own, Govern- 
ment, but the Shadow of a Name: I or 8 ge Te og 
: Imprefled with theſe Sentiments, we have agreed tò form an Aſſocia-: 
tion, to be called Ihe Society of, United ' Engliſhmen : And we do pledge ur- 
5 | ſelves to our Country? and mutually to each other, that we will ſteadily» 


7 
2. mA, 


' fapport, and endeavour, by all due Means, to carry into effect the following 4 
%%% VVV 1 8 
* _ - Filsr—Reſolved—That the. Wright of corrupt Influence in the G 


vernment of this Country is ſo great as to require a CORDIAL UNION: 
among ALL THE PEOPLE OF, ENGLAND, 10 maintain that Balance' which 
2s effential to the Preſervation of our Liberties. 4 ON I 
... BECOND—Tha#. tbe ſole Conſtitutional Mode, by aubich this Influence 
can be oppoſed, is by a complete and radical REvOKN of the REPRESEN=-+ 
„ _TATIOQN&# tbe PrEOPLE in UHH. 8 
Tain pa! n REFORM. ig practicable, efficacious, or Juſt, cubicb 
| | Dall not include Engliſhmen of every religious Perſuaſion, eee 
._ Satisfied, as We are, that the inteſtine Diviſions among Engliſhmen, 
have too often given Encouragement and Impunity to profligate, audaci- 
ous, and corrupt Adminiſtrations, in Meaſures, which, but for theſe Di- 
viſions, they durſt not have attempted-—We ſubmit our Reſolutions to the 
Nation, as the Baſis of sur golitieal Faitn . 
Wie have gone to what we conceive to be the Root of the Evil; we have 
ſtated what we conceive to be the Remedy. — With a Parliament thus re- 
formed, every Thing is eaſy---without it nothing can be done; and we do 
. call on, and moſt earneſtly exhort our Countrymen in general, to follow 
dur Example, and to form ſimilar Societies in every Quarter of the King- 
dom, for the Promotion of conſtitutional Knowledge, the Abolition of 
Bigotry in Religion and Politics, and the equal Piſtribution of the Rights 
of Man, throughout all Sects and Denominations of Engliſhmen. Ihe 
People, when thus collected, will feel their own Weight, and ſecure that 
Power which Theory has already admitted as their Portion, and to which, 
if they be not rouzed by their preſent Provocations to vindicate it, they 
deſerve to forfeit their Pretenſions Fox EVER. N 
IHE Society of United Engliſhmen, ardently defring, that the unawed, 
| Unhired, and honeſt Part of ibe Community, ſhould become One great Society 
_ of United Engliſhmen, dre of Opinion, that a, general Code q Regulations is 
abſolutely necefſary to accomplifþ' that important End. For this Purpoſe, they have, 
after mature Deliberation, adopted the following Conſtitution and Teſt, be 
Adoption of cobicb is neceſery for ſuch Societies as wiſh to enter into Communica- 
Zion and Correſpondence-awith thoſe already eftabliſhed. * © e 
It is earneſtly recommended to Societies, to -eflabliſh a Baromal Committee in a 
central Part of each Barony, or fuch other Diſtrict as may be thought proper, for 
the Purpoſe of . correſponding with each other, by Deputation or otherwiſe. The | 
Societies of each Barony to be numbered according to Semority, and the Number of 
Members to be returned to the Secretary of the Baronial-Committee Quarter * . 
x L 4 h £ 5 9 15 ITS 
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of this Aſſociation, each Member, on his Admiſſion, may to the So- 
cCiety the Sum of e onth While 
he ſhall continue a Member. | 


APPENDIX, (No. 259 


fee 2 Secretary appointed, and alieſted according to the Secretary's Toft. 
- The Blanks in the conflitutional Cage a are to 288285 * ly to the Ys 


and Covyenience of 19 5 Society. 
| 5 domprrörion. h 
II. THIS : 7 is conſtituted for the DE”. of evi a Bro- 


therhoad of Ain. a Communion of Rights; and an Union of Power 


_ among Engliſhmen of EVERY RELIGIOUS PERS UASION: and thereby 
to obtain a c A Reform in the Legiſlature, founded on che Principles 
5 | 


of civil, political, and religious Libe: 
2d. The Members of this Society 


* who may be deemed eligible, 


39. Every Candidate for Admiſſion into this Society ſhall be propoſed by 
One Member, and ſeconded by another, both of whom ſhall youch for his 
> Canaracter and Principles, and whoſe Names ſhall be entered in the Books. 
of the Society. The Candidate to be balloted for on the Society's ſubſe- 


ent Meeting, and if One 8 


| of the Beans be Black, he ſhall 
and rejected. | 


Ach. As a Fund is heceffary” the better to carry into Effect the purpoſes 3 


Sth. The Officers of this Society th ſhall be a Sei and Treaſurer; who 


eh be appointed by Ballot, every Three Months, viz, on every Firſt 


eeting in November, February, May, and Auguſt, 


his Society, in Manner aforeſaid, ſhall appoint Two Members, 
n ih the Secretary, ſhall act for the Society in a Baronial Committee, 


which Members ſball receive on each N icht of 
their Attendance on ſaid Committee, 


7th. This Society ſhall, in Manner aforeſaid, 


appoint” Mem- 
bers, who, with the Treaſurer, ſhall form a Committes of Finance, &c. 
Sth. At the Requeſt of either Committees, or any - Metnberg 


ſigning a Requiſition, the Secretary, or if he ſhall be abſent, the Treas 

ſurer, mall call an extra Meeting of this Society. | 
Nh. This Society ſhall. meet in ordinary, every Second 

Evening, at Is 
of the Members. preſent, - of whom ſhall be a Quorum,” 
10th. Every Reſpeft and Deference ſhall be paid to the Chairman, On 

his riſing from his Seat and taking off his Hat ow 

the Members ſcated. He ſhall be the Judge of Order and Propriety : 

Mall grant leave of Abſence at Pleaſure : ſhall not enter into Debate. If 


any Member behave improperly, he is empowered to — — an Apology, ng 


if refractory, fine him in any Sum not exceeding 


and on Refuſal to do as directed, he ſhall, therefore, be expelled the fo- 


ciety for 


11th. No Member ſhall ſpeak more than Twice to One Queſtion, with- 
out Leave from the Chairman. 


©. 12th, Every Perſon elected a Member of this Society, whether ordinary 
er honorary, ſhall, previous to his Admiſſion, take the following TRE, in 


a en artment, in the Preſence of the Perſons who propoſed a 


ſeconded bün, and One Member appointed by the Chairman; or, in caſe 
of the Two Perſons, the Chairman fhall-a ppoint ano> 
ther Meinber to act for the Abſentee; after which the new Member ſhall 


of Abſence of O 


Gf Fm, into the d of the att Lon and there take the Toſt in the 
90 In 


. ” News Sovitties foould be eftabliſhed by a Deputation from an old one, who are bo .\ T 


: all either be ordinary or honorary, | 
and ſhall not be limited to any Deſcription of Men, but to extend to al 


o Clock, the Prefident to be choſen by a Majority 


ere ſhall be Silence, and 


* 


— 
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In the zw preſence of God, I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, That 


1 will perievere in endeavouring to form a brotherhogd of. affection among 
Engliſhrnen of vx Rx religious perſuaſion; and that I will alſo perſevexe 


in wy endeavours to obtain an equal, ful, and adequate tepreſentation of 


ALL the people of England. 


% 2 3& | r n 1 
e do fagther declare, That neither hopes, fears, rewards, or puniſhe 


ments, ſhall ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to inform or give ei- 
dence againſt any member or, members of this or ſimilar ſocieties, for any _ 


act or expreſſion of theirs, done or made eollectirely or individually, in or 


out of this ſociety, ini purſuance of the ſpirit of this obligation. 


- 13th, A member of any other acknowledged ſociety being introduced to 
this ſociety by a Member ſhall, upon producing a certificate figned by the 


the. 
ſecretary, and ſealed with the ſeal of the ſociety to which he may belong, 


and taking the foregoing teſt, be admitted to attend the fittings of this 
ociety. 8 e ; ö F 5 
Ilaäth. No member ſhall have a certificate bat by applying to the Com- 


mittee, who ſhall not grant it unleſs the Member is leaving his place of 


reſidence, which cerüficate ſhall be lodged with the ſecretary. on his 


r br e 
45th. When this ſociety ſhall amount to the number of thirty-ſix mem - 


ders, it ſhall be equally divided by lot; * that is, the names of all the, 
members ſhall be put into a hat or box; the ſecretary or treaſurer ſhall 
draw out eighteen individually, which eighteen ſhall be conſidered the 
{nior ſociety, and the remaining eighteen the junior, who ſhall apply to 
the Baronial Committee, through the delegates of the ſenior Tociety, for a 

ninber, and chat this diviſion ſhall take place only in the months tr! 


October, January, April, and July. The Fund ſhall alſo be equally divided. 


16th. That no ſociety ſhall be recognized by any Committee, unleſs ap- 


* 


proving of; and taking tlie Teſt, and amounting, in number, to ſeven members. 


©" Order of Buſineſs at Meetings. 


Iſt. New Members read Declaration and Toft, during bk 6 / 3 
ing and 


be collected. 2d. New members take .the teſt, all members fan 
uncovered. —3d., Minutes of preceding meeting read, —4th. Reports of com. 


_ millees received. th. Communications called for —6th. Candidates ballotted 
1 for —7th. Candidates propoſed. —Sth. Motions made and determined.-—9th. 


Place and time of next meriing appointed. 
CONSTITUTION OF COMMITTEES AS ADOPTED THE 10TH OF MAY. |, 
| BWB BARONIAL COMMITTEES. 3 


* 


Idſt. When any barony, or other diſtrict, ſhall contain three or more ſocie- 


ties, three perſons from each ſhall be elected by ballot conformable to the 


ſixth article, to form a baronial committee (forghgree months ;) their names 


to be returned to the ſecretary of the ſenior ſociety, who ſhall requeſt a 
deputation from the neareſt baronial committee to conſtitute a committee 


* 


| for the ſaid barony or other diſtrict. 


2d... When: nap. barony. of cr ok contain eight ſocieties, they may 


form another committee, to be called the ſecond committee of ſaid barony 
or diſtrict, provided each contain three or more ſocieties. _ 


ad. Baronial Committees ſhall receive delegates from ſocieties of a con- 


tiguous barony, provided ſaĩd barony do not contain three ſocieties. 


Ach. That che baronial committee ſhall correipond with ſocieties or in- 


* Socreries in County Places to divide as may beſt ſuit their local a 
Las: - = 54, Ps 2, _ *dividuals 
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dividuals who have ſubſeribed the declaration, and taken the teſt of the 
preſent aſſociated ſocieties. 

Sth. That all queſtions ſhall be determined by a majority of the mem- 
bers preſent. a N 
6th. That the baronial committee being regularly ſummoned, the one- 
third of its meinbers ſhall be deemed 4 * and capable of. proceeding 
to buſineſs. © ; 
7th. That any buſineſs originating in any indi vide; "fociety, hall; at 
the inſtance of ſuch ſocieties Gel gaths, be 40 the . committee, "eps 
before the other ſocieties. © FE oe 3 
| | 135 couNTY- COMMITTEES. biel 3: ug 

18. When any. county ſhall contain'three or more barootst: committees, 
two perſons ſhall be elected by ballot from each Varonial committee: to 
form a county committee (for three months.) He 1 ; 
2d. County committees ſhall receive delegates from barer committees 
of adjacent counties, if ſaid counties do not contain three waronial com- 
mittees. | 


PROVINCIAL COMMITTEES. 55 . 5 j 


iſt, When two or more counties ſhall have county committees, three | 1 
perſons ſhall be elected by ballot from each to form a provincial committee 
(for three months.) | 
_ - 24. Delegates. from country eommittees in other provinces' will be re- 
ceived, if mr province do net contain two county committees, h 


NATI ONAL, COMMITTEE. 


That hen two provincial committees are formed they Fr elect five 3 ( 
perſons from each by ballot to form'a national committee. ö 
Societies firſt meetings in November, February, May, and Auguſt, Fg 
be on or before the, 5th, Baronial committees on or before the Sth. Houpty, 
committees on or before the 25th of the above months. 
Baronial, county, and provincial committees, ſhall meet, at leaſt, once in 
every month, and report to their conſtituents. 
Names of committee men ſhould yot be known by any perſon but * 
thoſe who elect them. : g 
In Tast for Secretaries of Societies c or 8 
In the awful preſence of God, I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, that as 
long as I ſhall hold the office of ſecretary to this Iwill, to the 
utmolt of my power, faithfully diſcharge the duties thereof. „That all 
papers or documents received by me, as. ſecretary, I will in ſafety keep; 
I will not give. any of them, or any copy or copies of them to any perſon 


* 


* 


or perſons, members or others, but by a vote of this and that 1 
will, at the expiration of my ſecretaryſhip, deliver up to Mb. al 
ſuch papers as may be then in my poſleflion,” | | 
| \ CERTIFICATE. | 


| | Society of United Engliſhmen 8 | 
15 1 HEREBY certify, that A. B. has been duly elected, and — 
taken the teſt provided in the conſtitution, has been admitted a member of 
this tociety.” CE Sec. 
| —— h＋l:—— 

| Appendix A 

Copy of 'TEST to be uſed by the Soldiers. 
Fn A. B. do fear not to obey the colonel, but the people, not the officers, 

put 1 i committees of. United TILL then ſitting in 5 ö 

Ire and, 


* * fad 


. 992. 
oh * 
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Ireland, and Scotland, and to aſſiſt with : arms, as far as lies in my power; 
to eſtabliſh a Republican Form of Government in this e and others, 


and to aſliſt the French on their gd to free this country. : 
5 | VVfif So help me GOD. 
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RESOLUTIONS aud CON STITUTION. of the Sade of. Drian | 


SCOTSMEN, + 


* 1 f "44 © a9; 88 
TN the preſent: age, 93 knowledge is making — ſtricenamong man- 
kind, and neighbouring nations have been under*the.neceſfity of meli- 
orating their condition, owing to the ſtubbornneſs and perfidy of the go- 


vernments under which they lived, by deſpiſing and rejecting the reiterated 
and juſt calls of the people for re eform; ; it becomes us, as friends to peace 


and good order, at the preſent awful criſis, when we are engaged in an un- 
precedented, bloody, and expenſive war, to inveſtigate, with calmneſs and 
deliberation, into the ſyſtem of our on government, on purpoſe” to dif- 
cover its errors and defects; 16 that whatever abuſes may exiſt, they may 


be rectified by a timely reform, and the like calamities which have befallen 


a neighbouring nation'may be prevented. 


Conſcious of the rectitude of our aſſociation and intentions, and re- 
gardleſs of the threats of the venal and intereſted, we will enquire into 
our grievances with a determined and manly freedom, knowing that we 


have no other object in view, but the peace and happineſs of our native 
country. Poſſeſſing ſuch ideas, we cannot but exclaim with aſtoniſhment, 


What a multitude of ages have mankind been kept 1n complete ignorance 
with reſpect to their natural rights! rights of which no aſſociation of 


men have a power to deprive them, whatever fooliſh titles they may aſſume. 
Was the human race created with reaſoning faculties by the Supreme Be- 


ing, for no other purpoſe than to be poſſeſſed and made ools by corrupt 
governments, for the deſtruction of their own ſpecies ? No It was for . 


” 


more noble end. 
We diſdain the principles of corrupt courtiers and their ſatellites, who 


propagate ſuch nefarious doctrine. Mankind are naturally friends to each 
Other; and it is only the corruptions and abuſes in government that make 


them enemies. 
We profefs ourſelves friends to mankind, of Wien nation or religion. 


National and party diſtinctions have been created and ſupported by tyrannic 


men, on purpoſe to maintain their unjuſt uſurpations over the people. 


We will atk any unprejudiced perſon, if the people i in Britain are fairly, 


fully, or equally repreſented? Have the people in general any controul or 


concern in the election of magiſtrates in the different boroughs in Scotland? 


Are clergymen, in many parts of Scotland, forced on the people againſt 


their inclination ? Are there any intricacies or inequalities ! in law proce- 


dure that could be rectified! We decline enumerating many other abuſes, 
all of which could be removed by a wn, and THO reform in the 


Houſe of Commons, 


We abhor and deteſt all riots and tummlta; Our armour Gall be reaſon 
and truth, which-we will not ſwerve from on any account. Our whole 
aim is to procure Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suffrage. . Till this is 
done, we declare to the world, that we will neyer defift till we procure _ 
this our national right, the want uy which is probably the ſource of all 


- 


our national grievances. Ha 
Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, we have colleRively and individually 


| agreed to form, an aſſociation, to be called THE UN ITED SCOTSMEN ;, 


a 


„ 
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an "we > Nw pledge. e to our 3 Sg 3 to aa car 


to N into effect, by all juſt means, the following Reſolution: 
An equal 20 e of all the People in Parliament. 


NS CONSTITUTION. 
1. This Society i is „ confilinted for the purpoſe of 8 a 838 


hood of affections, a communion, of rights, and an union of power, among 
Britons of every deſcription—for the purpoſe of obtaining a complete re- 
form i in the Legiſlature, founded on the principles of civil, political, and 


liberty. 
2. The members of this ſociety ſhall not be confined to any deſcription 
of men, but extended to all perſons who may be deemed eligible. 
3. Every candidate for admiſſion into this ſociety ſhall be propoſed by 
one member, and ſeconded by another; both of whom ſhall vouch for bis 


obaracter and principles, and be ballotted for before he can n be admitted a2 


member. 


4. Each member ſhall not pay leb than fix-pende on entering the a 


| Fociety ; and not leſs than ee, or month, during his continuance 
in the faid ſociety. - 


5. The one-half of the income to be paid into the hands of the Secret | 

_ Committee, the other half to defray * of delegates attending their | 
duty in different committees. | 
6. The officers of this ſociety ſhall be a ſecretary and treaſurer, who | 


mall be chofen by ballot, and continue in office two months. 


7. No member ſhall ſpeak more than twice to one queſtion, without | 


leave from the chairman, whom he ſhall addreſs, ſtanding. 


8. A prefident to be choſen by ballot each meeting, whoſe buſineſs it 
ſhall be to keep. order, and not to enter into debate. 


9. When any ſociety amounts to ſixteen members, they ſhall divide into 
two ſocieties, the new ſociety taking along with n a en, a0 mah 
conſtituted. 


PARoOCHIAL Coummrans. 
1. When any pariſh or diftritt ſhall contain three ſocieties, t two perſons 


from each thall be appointed, by ballot, to form a parochial commuttee, » 
one of whom ſhall go out each month, and another ballotted for. 


2. When any pariſh or diſtrict ſhall contain ten ſocieties, they thall divide 
into a ſecond committee of faid pariſh. 


3. Parochial committees thall receive delegates from ſocieties of a 5 
neighbouring pariſh, providing ſaid pariſh does not contain three ſocieties, 
4. That all queſtions ſhall be determined by a majority of the members 


N None to ſit in the committee but delegates. 


That any buſineſs originaling in any fociety ſhall, at the inſtance 
ot Joel fociety's delegates, be, by the e laid before ther wr | 


20Cicties. 
Covwry Co aa 


1. W hen any Town or County contains three or more parochial com- 


raittees, they ſhall elect two perſons from each to form a county committee. 
2. When any, county ſhall contain twelve parochials, it thall divide into 


a ſecond committee or ſaid county. 


3. County (committees ſhall receive delegates from parochials of 
| 1 counties, if faid county does not contain three parochial com- 


PROVINCIAL Commorers. | | 
1. When any province contains three county committees, they ſhall de 
wo from 8 to Form a provincidl committee, | 


2. Provincial - 


" 3 


— 


— 


FFC 


2. Provincial committees ſhall receive delegates from ad acent provinces, 
if ſaid provinces do not contain three &unty committees. 


3. Every provincial committee ſhall ſend not leſs * two — to 2 


the Supreme National Committee. 


NATIONAL Commrres... RE Ep 
The National Committee ſhall elect a Secret 8 of deen mem- 


| Hers, all reſiding in or near the place where the National helds its fittings; 
| two of them to go out by rotation each National meeting, wag. two _ V4 


3 in their place. 
RS - "Onvinany Bus1x8ss AT Merrinos. 8 
1. Preſident elected. 9 
2. Reports of delegates received. 
* 3. Communications called for. 
4. Candidates voted for. 7 
5. Motions made and determined. | 
6. Time and place of next meeting appointed. 
PLAN oF D1sCIPLINE. | 


* 7 


Tnar there ſhall be a Committee of three elected out of every Welsch 0 
conſiſting of the ſecretary and two of the members, choſen for the follow- - 
ing purpoſes ; ; namely, ta receive ſuch perſons as have been approved by 


the ſaciety, and to admoniſh members who have behaved improperly. 5 


Trsr For MEMBERS. | | 
Ix. the awfal 3 of GOD, I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, that 
I will perſevere in endeavouring to form a brotherhood of affection amongit 


' Britons of every deſcription; and that I will alſo perſevere in my endea- 


yours to obtain an equal, full, and adequate repreſentation of all the peo- 


ple in Great Britain: I do farther declare, that whatever misfortunes max 

| befal any member or members of this or fimilar ſocieties, in legally pur- 
ſuing the objects of this Union, I will eſteem it my duty to ſupport n | 
i ee, to the utmoſt of my ability: So help me GOD. . | 


" 'TesT For SEC RETARY.. 


IN the awful preſence of GOD, L 4. B. do voluntarily 3 that ; 


as long as I ſhall hold the office of ſecretary to this 1 will, 
to the utmoſt of my abilities, faithfully Adchangs the duties thereof. 


hat all papers or documents, received by me as ſecretary, I will yo 5 
fafety keep. I will not give any of them, or any copy or copies of then, 
to any perſon or perſons, members or others, but by a vote of this 

g and that I win, at the expiration of my ſecretaryſhip, 


deliver up to this 
e 80 help me GOD. 


. 8 OF Shcazcrs | 


all ſack e Owe 


In the: awful pleſines of GOD, 1.4.3: de eee Harare. 
| 8 rewards, or puniſhments, ſhall ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to 


inform, or to give any evidence againſt any member or members of this 
or fimilar ſocieties, for any act or expreſſion of theirs, done, or made 


the e of this . So help me GOD. 


— — 


collectively, or individually, in, or out of this POR in e M 


Appendix, (No. 16.) 


AbDpRESS diſtributed by MarTiN I at G 155 : — | 


An InisHMAN's ADDREss to his Fellow Countrymen in England. 


IRISAMENIU 


AT you dead to the fun of your devoted country? Ts her 5 . 
IN. become indifferent to you, barns the oppreſſion of her 
25 UAE . 8 
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70 + APPENDIX, (N. 16 1 
government has forced you to ſeek for bread in a foreign country? No! 
you anſwer, we love Ireland, as we love our lives, and, are willing to 
ſerve her upon all occaſions. The fertile plains of Ireland produce corn 
plentifully, and nouriſh cattle in abundance; yet, the poor, from the 
oppreſſion of the rich, are deprived of the means of providing ſubſiſtence, 
and driven by hard neceſſity to ſeek ſupport in à country where. they are 

ppbraided with their poverty, and obliged to labour almoſt unceaſinglxy. 
Your condition may, with propriety, be compared with the Iſraelites of 
old: they were in bondage, and compelled to perform the moſt laborious 
and degrading empt»yments, that their taſkmaſters, the Egyptians, thought 
proper to impoſe. You are ſlaves in a land which boaſts of liberty, and 
your country is enſlaved by the agents of England! In Ireland, govern- 

ment protects only ſpies and informers, and thoſe who, with themſelves, / 
oppreſs the inhabitants. To be an Iriſhman, to love Iriſhmen, and to 
unite with Iriſhmen, are crimes, for which our countrymen are daily 
dragged from their families, and thrown into cold, damp dungeons, where, 
if they. do not periſh from the cruelty of their treatment, they are ſent. to 
" unwholeſome climates, where no vigour or ſtrength of conſtitution. can 
preſerve them: in ſhort, murder, rapine, and plunder, are practiſed with | 
impunity in every corner of our unfortunate country. I rejoice to ſee you | 
are ſenfible of your country's wrongs—the labouring ſigh with which your 
generous boſom ſeems ready to burſt, and the big tear which rolls down 
your manly cheek, diſplay your deteſtation of ſuch horrid oppreſſions. 
But let us not be for ever weeping and lamenting, and for ever ſubmitting 
to lick the foot which is upraiſed to trample on our deareſt rights. No, 
my beloved countrymen, indignation ſhall glow in our - boſoms, and the 
injuries we ſuffer ſhall fan the flame till it burſt into attiye revenge, —If 
revenge be not a virtue, injuſtice is not a erime. Oh! degraded, injured, 
and inſulted Ireland! whoſe towns are plundered—who'e villages are 
burned—whoſe ſons are butchered—whoſe daughters are ' violated—and 
— whole infants pine for want of the protection of their parents. Oh! ever- 
to- be-lamented ſtain upon the national honour of Iriſhmen, who are now 
unable to protect their women (dear to them as their exiſtence) from the 
brutal luſt of Britiſh fencibles. Oh! unhappy country, where an attacll “- 
ment to liberty, virtue, and morality, is puniſhed as the moſt criminal of. 
vices; and where an adherence to tyranny, injuſtice, and inhumanity, is 
rewarded as the moſt yirtuous of actions. Awake to a juſt ſenſe of your 
injuries—arouſe from your torpor—Join the bands of your countrymen— 
lay afide your party diſtinctions of Leinſter Men, and Munſter Men—tay 
aſide your religious differences of Catholic and Proteſtant, aud embrace 
every Iriſhman, as your friend, and your brother. Conſult together, read 
this little paper among your neighbours, and never forget the duty you 
owe to the country that gave you birth, and nouriſhed your infant years; 
aſſociate with each other in a © bond of brotherhood. and union; be bold; 
be courageous; act firmly; act like Iriſhmen;. and you will do honour to 
yourſelves; and aſſiſt in the emancipation of your ſuffering country. Then, 
mall we return to the land of Hibernia, where peace and plenty ſhall 
give happiness to all.— Then ſhall Ireland be bleſſed with a free govern- 
ment, which will adminiſtcr;equal juſtice to the poor, and to the rich; 
and then ſhall be equally protected the rights and liberties. of all the 
people of Ireland. — Finally, when our country is emancipated, we ſhall 
enjoy comfort and happineſs in our native land, and boaſt that we have not 
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5 | Appendix, (No. 17.) 
15 1 Neo. 1. ABSTRAOT of proceedings at a court Martial, held 
EET Board His Majeſty's Ship- Royal William, at Spithead, on 


the 20th, 21ſt, 22d, and 23d of Jung, 1797. 1 4 65 
Captain the Honourable THOMASPACEEXHAu, Preſident, who, 
with Twelve other Captains, compoſed the Court. 


HIS court was aflembled for the trial of William Guthry, James 


— 


3 


1 Callaway, Thomas Aſhly, Robert Johnſon, and John Davis, ſeamen, 


belonging to His Majeſty's ſhip Pompte, Captain James Vaſhon,. for 
making, and endeavouring to make, mutinous aſſemblies on board the 


faid ſhip; and for inducing, by various artifices and threats, a part of her 
crew to be true to them, and to aid them in carrying their unlawful 


deſigns into execution; and John Broghan, ſeaman, alfo of the ſaid ſhip, 


for being preſent at theſe meetings, and uſing alfo mutinous and threatens. 


ing ſpeeches to a part of the crew. Captain Vaſhon, of the Porapte, 


proſecutor, proceeded to examine his evidence in ſupport of the charges. 


The firſt called in was a ſeaman, named Peter Dallimore; the ſecond, 


was Dr. Joſiah Packwood, ſurgeon of the ſhip, who produced a piece 


of paper that had been found among the priſoner Johnſon's things, when 
they were examined in the captain's cabin. The paper was as follows: 
1 to ever ftand true till death in promoting the cauſe; 
te of freedom with equity, while any probability of furthering its progreſs: 
« remain.” This paper was read by Callaway to Peter Dallimore, when 
be, and the other priſoners, told him, that their object was to obtain 


an immediate peace on the return of the ſhip to port. They then ſwore: | 


him in— To ſtand true to the ſhip's company, and not to diyulge che 


*f ſecret to any of the officers.” Callaway held the book, and with 


Johnſon repeated the words of the oath, which ended with“ So help 
« me GOD.” „ 8 ' f 6 3 Jo” | | a bon 
bat poetry that of James Addiſon, ſeaman. His evidence diſplayed 
much 
priety of their conduct, when they aſked him if he wanted a peace, and 
which they ſaid could not be obtained without. diſmiſſing the miniſters; 
but he drew up two papers to be read to the crew to countera&t theig 
illegal and mutinous deſignss. OBE LOOT TOO T Is 
It alſo appeared in the courſe of the examinations, that Broghan, had 
declared he would hang every one who did not ſign the paper drawn up 


by the mutineers for the difmiſſal of miniſters; and for the attainment of 


peace. Some of the mutineers had, it ſeems, expreſſed an intention of 
carrying the ſhip into a French port. | "A | 


All the other evidence went clearly and decidedly to confirm the charges, 


loyalty, having not ohly admoniſhed. the priſoners on the impro-— 


The efforts of the mutineers were, in a great degree, however, coun- 


teracted by the zeal and loyalty of a ſerjeant of marines, (named Weſt,) 
who, with the aſſiſtance of a few of the loyal ſeamen, ſwore all the 
marines to be true to their. officers. | | | 1 


"3 


The court, after hearing all the evidence, both in ſapport of the pro- 


ſecution, and. in favour of the priſoners, as well as the defence they had 
to offer, paſſed ſentence of death on Williar: Guthry, James. Callaway; 
Thomas Aſhley, and Robert Johnſon, the charges being proved againſt 
them; but recommended Guthry and Callaway to mercy, on account of 
former good characters: acquitted Davis, ard ſentenced John Broghaun to 
one twelve months ſolitary confinement in the Marſhalſea. 5 

e : | | Appendiz, 
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No. 2.—ABSTRACT of Proceedings at a Court Martial held on 
Board His Majefty's Ship Cambridge, in Hamoaze, between the 
16th and 23d Auguſt, 1798. (Sunday excepted.) FIR 
Captain Thomas Torrr, Prefident, who with Eight other 
Captains compoſed the Court. * 
MIS court was aſſembled for the trial of Bartholomew Duff, Laws 
A rence Buckley, Michael Butler, John Divine, John Diſmond, James. 
Chuney, James Mahar, John Matier, William Cotter, Dennis: Hilfry, 
Robert M*Gee, John Clafe, John M*Gan, Edward Leonard, Guille Brille, 
Thomas Burke, Michael Doyle, Henry M*Clenyon, Thomas Short, 
| Jp Rufty, Martin Riely, and Patrick Hangling, then, or late, of the 
far, . 8, . 15 5 
The eight firſt ringleaders, and the remaining fourteen, as aiders and 
abettors, in making mutinous aſſemblies on board the ſaid ſhip. —The oath 
adminiſtered by thefe mutineers to the crew was, © to be United Iriſhmen, 
*© equal to their brethren in Ireland, and to have gong to do with the 
« King, or His Government. —The 'fign among the United Iriſhmen — |, 
was, to put the right hand upon the left breaſt.— The anſwer, to. ſeize the 
Tight hand with the left.—It appeared in the evidence, that they intended 8 
to murder the officers, to ſeize the ſhip, and to carry her to France, rr | © 
Ireland. The priſoner Duff, gave ſome of the people ta underſtand, that 
he had received letters from Ireland, telling him that they were to receive 
every aſſiſtanee from France, and that Buonaparte was ſaon to be in re-. 
land. —Edward Brophy, a marine, who had belon to the Cæſar, ſent | 
\ the annexed paper, {marked A.] to Captain Home, containing tie 
names of eight leading mutineers, with Bartholomew Duff at the head: 
apd of forty-eight, being ſuſpicious characters, and conſtantly in. Duff s 
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| In the evidence againſt Butler it appeared, that he had at different times 
- Taid, that there ought to be a Catholic Government in Ireland; that the : 
Proteſtants ſhould be expelled; and that the Engliſh had no right to be 
there: he alfo wiſhed to he in Ireland to aſſiſt in the rebellion, and to 
recover the title and eftate of Ormond, of which, he faid, his family: had 
been unjuſtly deprived by the Engliſh. —Butler alſo, it appeared, had 
_ declared, that he ſhould never die eaſy till he ſwam in Engliſh blood. —-. 
There was evidence equally ſtrong againſt other of the priſoners, and the 
court, after having heard the defence the priſoners had to offer, ſentenced 
Duff, Buckley, Butler, Diſmond, Mahar, and Cotter, to ſutfer death; 
Divine and Cluney, to 500 laſhes each, and to be mulQed of all their 
pay, and the remainder to be acquitted. TONS 5 


As I Edward Brophy, marine, who lately belonged to his Majesty's ship 
Oæsar, who have been permitted by R. Home, Esq. whereas nag! bh al- 
lowed me $0 far as to be an evidence to convict the conspirators, and to* 
bring the said plot to light, which has been carried on for some time against 
gur King and country, when I am put upon my oath nothing shall be want-- 
ing to bring every thing to light to the best of my knowhedge.”: 


\ 
* 


Bartholome r 


— > 


e Br rank | 


the Protestants.“ 


> 
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Bartholomew Duff, 2575 
Those persons I can give evidence 
James Maher, to be leaders of the plot that was 
Law. Buckley, carried on on board his Majesty's ship 
Wm. Burke, Cæsar. N R 
, Mich Butler, | Ds 
Mich. Fitzgerald, 8 NS 


Wm. Cotter, 


The undermentioned Persons J can give evidence as being suspicious 


people, and continually being in Duff's company and the above-mentioned 


names: | | * 7 8 
Andrew Broghall, H. Kingston, | Thomas Carroll, 
Wm. MGuire, Ino. M Donald, 1 Thos. Montgomery, 
Patt. Fürcel, R. Davis”: N "I 3 a Frenchman, 
Wm. Ivory, Corso Morosso, Ir ,: Owen Keenan, 

Pat. Sinton, | John Victory, }Frenchinen John Byrne 
Martin Riely, Joseph Butler, 5 Bryan Cannon, 
Thos. Jones, Geo. Newby, | Owen Cart, 

Ino. King, Farrel Conway, Timothy Cronen, 

Soln. Harrington, Pat. O-Bryauv, 55 Paul Condon, | 
Wm. Costley, Geo. Cordolley, Andrew Neale, 

Saml. Dowly, - Edward M*Namara, James Hannagan, 
as. Clooney, Owen Kearns, Thomas Dempsy. 
John „% 8 5 o 

F MARINES. „ 

P. Hanlon, Edward Leonard, John M Garr, 
Robt. MGee, Dennis Kilfey, * Jas. Morrison, 
John Close, e John Lacey. 

Morris M Garr, John M Tier, 5 | 
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No. 3.— ABSTRACT of Proceedings at a Court Martial held on Board His Ma- 


Jesty's shife Gladiator, in Portsmouth Harbour, between the 8th and 14th Send 


1798, Sunday excefited. 


Captain Joun HoitLaway, President, who with Seven other Captains. 
. composed the Court. | 1 


. 


W court was assembled for trial of John Brady, Willan Lindsay, | 


John Hopkins, James Moor, Christopher Mahane, Terence Dunn, 
Thomas Jourdaine, James Cannon, David Reed, Thomas Derbyshire, Ni- 
cholas Ryan, Cornelius Callaghan, Owen M*Carte,, Richard Kennedy, 


Thomas Luffin, Patrick Devoy, John Donally, Peter M<Guire, John Hoare, 


Edw. Swinney, Patrick Hynes, Michael Foy, Michael Kelly, and Edward 


 MLaughlin, seamen, and James Lawless, private marine, belonging to his 


Majesty's ship Defiance, Capt. Theophilus Jones, for having held mutinous 
assemblies on board the said ship, at which an oath to the following purport. 
was taken: : „ 5 a, 

I swear to be true to the Free and United Irishmen, who are now fight- 
ing our cause against tyrants and oppressors; and to defend their rights to 


the last drop of my blood, and to keep all secret; and I do agree to carry 


the ship into Brest the next time the ship looks out a-head at sea, and to 
kill every officer and man that shall hinder us, except the master; and to 
hoist a green ensign with a harp on it; and afterwards to kill and destroy 


„ . All 


— — . — — — — 
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3 74 1 : A P- P E N D 1 X. b (No; 20.) | 
All the evidence clearly shewed the guilt of the prisoners. in a greater or 
lesser degree, and the court having heard, what they had to offer in their 
_ defence, passed sentence of death on Brady, Lindsay, Hopkins, Mahane, 
Dunn, N Cannon, Reed, Derbyshire, Ryan, Callaghan, Kennedy, 
Laffin, Devoy, M*Guire, Hoare, Swinney, kelly, and M*Laughlin.—But 
in consideration of some circumstances, Hopkins, Mahane, Dunn, Jour- 
daine, Cannon, Devoy, M*Guire, and Hoare, were recommended by the 


court for mercy, on condition of transportation, &c. 

Moor and Lawless were sentenced to receive 200 laslies each, and one 
year's solitary confinement in the Marshalsea. M Carty and Foy were sen- 

tenced to receive 100 lashes each, and six months solitary confinement. 

Hynes was sentenced to one year's solitary confinement, and Donally was 

acquitted. | | 


Appendix, (No. 20.) | 

No. 4.-— ABSTRACT 'of Proceedings at a Court Martial held on board his Ma- 
jesty's Shife Cambridge, in Iamoaze, from the 15t to the 9th October, 1798, incla- | 
ge, (excefit. Sunday.) b 


Vice Admiral Sir A. GaR DN ER, President, who with Twelve. Captains 
composed the Court. | | 


HIS court was assembled for the trial of Wm. Regan, Patrick Mur- 
| phy, George Norton, and James Callaney, seaman of his Majesty's 
ship n Gibbons, John Hoare, and Thomas Dillon, ma- ö 
rines, serving in the said ship, for having conspired to murder the officers, 
and those who should assist them, and then carry the ship into a French 
port; and for having, by seditious and mutinous expressions, endeavoured 
to keep up a spirit of mutiny among the Irish seamen and marines — John 
O: Bryan, seaman, also, for seditious and mutinous expressions, and wish- 
ing success to the mutineers Lawrence Dowd, scaman, for proposing to 
Patrick Bayle, marine, to blow up the ship, in the event of tlie Irish party 3 
failing in their attempt. 85 F | 
It appeared in the evidence, that Regan was expected to be appointed 
Captain of the Glory, in the event of their getting to France; that the 
leaders would be promoted, the value of the ship given to them, and then 
to proceed with the French against Ireland. The annexed loyal declaration 
and address of all the Irish in.the. ship was given to Captain Brine, as a 
oo for their proceeding, and with a view to throw the officers off their 
_—_ 7 -: | = 
The Court having heard the evidence in support of the charges, and de- 
tence of the prisoners, sentenced William Regan, Patrice; Murphy, 
George Norton, James Callaney, Edward Gibbons, John Hoare, Thomas 
Dillon, and Lawrence Dowd, to suffer death, the charges being fully proved 
Hohn O*Bryan to receive 100 lashes on board the Glory, to be mulcted 
of his pay, ald kept 12 months in solitary confinement. in the Marshalsea 
prison. | | 4 
: The. same court having tried Dennis Mahoney, (first) and Richard Holmes, 
_ seaman, for mutinous expressions, were sentenced ; the former to receive 
200 lashes on board the Glory, to be mulcted of all his pay, and. to be kept 
in solitary confinement in the Marshalsea for 12 months; and the latter to 
100 lashes, to he muldted of his pay, and kept in solitary confinement for x 
12 months in the Marshalsea. Se” | 17 5 


[Paper 


and private virtues, we conclude with hoping you wi 
believe that these are the real sentiments of our hearts. 
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_  Howovred Sin, VVV 

We, whose names are hereunto annexed, natives of Ireland, with grief 


27 


and anxiety have heard; lately, of a horrid r conspiracy having existed 


in this ship, attributed entirely to us, and Which the late unhappy distur- 
bance in Ireland, and the recent horrid transactions on board the Cæsar, 


by some designing men, for the evident purpose of creating a 


give too Front a colour to, and these rumours: having been industriously 


circulate 


division and party spirit between the English and Irish, we, for ourselves 


do solemnly swear before Almighty God, whose awful name we would not 


take in vain, that we do not know of any plot or conspiracy, or mutinous 
assembly in the ship, now, or at any other time; and that we will, to the 


last moment of our lives, defend our King and glorious constitution against 


all enemies, wen, and domestic; and that we will, to the utmost of our 
power, apprehend and bring to condign punishment any person or persons 


who shall dare stir up any sedition or mutiny, or endeavour to cause any 
division or misunderstanding between us and our brave brethren in arms. 
Englishmen, to whom we are bound by every tie in nature, and whose in- 
terest and our own are inseparable. „ ee 
We cannot close these few lines without expressing our grateful and 


| heartfelt sense of the excellent and humane usage of Captain Brine and all 


his officers to the ship's company; and we do not hesitate to pronounce him 
P Pany ; P 


a villain, a traitor to his country, and an enemy to mankind, who shall 


disturb the tranquillity, but for the subject of this address, we so happilyx 


enjoy under our excellent officers, whom we shall support, honour, and 


obey to the last moment of our lives —Relying, Sir, upon your well known 


goodness of heart and humane disposition, we have thus humbly presumed 
to lay our sentiments before you, unbiassed by all other considerations but 


those of the welfare of our King and Government, whom we honour and 
revere respectfully, leaving it to yourself to make this public; or otherwise, 


as you, in your wisdom, shall think fit. With hearts full of _ to our 
ic 


King and country, and the greatest veneration for — Pe aracter 
do us the justice to 


Honoured Sim, © 
1 We are, &c. &c. c. 
signed) 3s Seamen and Foremast men. 


| 26 Marines. 
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No. 5.—Abſtra of Proceedings of a Court Martial, held on board his Mas 

jeſty's Ship Diomede, in Sheerneſs Harbour, on the 2gth and goth Days of 
October, 1798. | | Fg | | | 


Captain PETER A?LIN, Preſident, who with Twelve other Captains . 


compoſed the Court. 


Tuts Court was aſſembled for the trial of John Wright and George 
Tomms, marines, ſerving on board his Majeſty's ſhip. Diomede, for 3 >, 


been concerned in attempting to ſtir up mutiny and fedition in the 


ſip, and having been guilty of various breaches of the articles of war. 
The evidence that was brought forward on this trial went to ſhew, that 


the priſoners were connected with Correſponding Societies at Nottingham: 
that they attempted to adminiſter an oath to ſome of the crew, to carry 


F 2 N the 


F 


7 


290 APPENDIX, (No. 22, 23.) 0 
the ſhip into an enemy's port,“ either French, Dutch, or Jriſi; and 
threatened, in the event of coming to an aRion, with an enemy's ſhip, to 
© ſhoot their own officers on the quarter-deck. The priſoner, Tomms's bro- 
ther, who was living at Nottingham, wrote occaſionally to him, and in- 
formed him of the ſtate of affairs connected with Ireland. A favourite | # 
- . toaſt with Tomms was, May the wings of liberty never flouriſh, till 
they are waſhed in the blood of deſpots.“ | CE 
The priſoners treated the addreſs from the Admiralty to the Iriſh ſeamen 
with every contempt ; and after the Captain had read it, Tomms declared 
he ſhould never have an opportunity of reading it again, This priſoner 
frequently declared his determination to ſhoot the officers in the event of 
coming to action; but if every thing elſe failed, to blow up the {hip on her 
return 10 port. | | > 8 
> The:Court having heard all the evidence in ſupport of the proſecution, 
as well as that which the priſoners could bring forward in their favour, to- 
gether with the defence tney had to offer, ſentenced Wright to receive 500 
_ laſhes from ſhip aches ( and Tomms to ſuffer death. The ſerjeant of ma- 
rines, Daniel Alexander, having prevaricated in his evidence, was ordered = 
into ſolitary confinement for three months in the Marſhalſea. | j | 


Appendix (No. 22.) 


No. 6.—AMftraf of Proceedings of a. Court Martial held on board his Ma- 
Jefiy's flap Gladiator, in Portſmouth Harbour, on the 15th Jan. 1799. 


Vice Admiral Sir CARIES ThomysoNn, Bart, Preſident, who with | 
— Twelve Captains compoſed the Court. To 


Tars Court was aſſembled for the trial of Patrick Townſhend, James 
Reilly, Hugh M*<Ginnis, and John Marſhal, private marines ſerying on 
board his Majeſty's ſhip St. George, Capt. John Holloway, for uttering or 

making uſe of mutinous or ſeditious expreſſions, or being preſent without 
- uſing their utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs the ſame. _ 5 
Ide evidence produced on this trial principally went to ſhew, that the 
332 had been ſeen together in their birth on board the ſaid ſhip, and 
ad been heard to drink the following toaſt: The tree of liberty to all 
United Iriſhmen, and damnation to all that are enemies thereto.” 
The Court having heard all the evidence in ſupport of the-proſecution, as 
well as that which the priſoners had to bring forward in their favour, toge- 
ther with the defence they had to offer, ſentenced each and every one of 
them to receive goo laſhes through the fleet then lying at Portſmouth, 
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Kreer 


ETV) CL 00S | 
* London. Society of United Iriſhmen. No. 1. 
1 hereby certify that has been duly elected, and having taken | 


hs Teſt provided in the conſtitution, has been admitted a member of this 
' ſociety. ; | | 5 


* — ——Ü—w—ñ᷑ — 2 — 


No. 6. gecretary. i 


2 „Device, a ſhamroc, and underneath, in a circle, Hibernia holding in her right hand 
an Imperial Crown inverted, over a ſhield. On her left hand is an Iriſh harp, over it a 
dagger, and at its foot lie two hogs, 
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„ERTIIC AEF. 
EXTERN. So kl +, 
I hereby certify that haas been duly elected, 
* 


and having taken the teſt provided in the conſtitution, has been 
admitted member of this society. 5 


. Appendis (No. 28. ]] 
Copy of au ADDRESS to the People of Ireland,” taken at Diviſion, No. 2, 
e of the United Iriſimen, 10th March, 1799. | WD 


| TO THE PEOPLE. 9 5 . 
Mex or IREIANp, | RT | 
PERSEVERE the cauſe of freedom muſt finally prevail. What has 
Hitherto taken place, inſtead of diſcouraging you, ſhould rather inſpire the 
moſt animating confidence of ſucceſs. If a few countries, ill armed and 
officered, were able to ſeize ſo many towns, and baffle for months near one 
hundred thouſand troops, long trained to arms, nurtured in blood, and 
furniſhed with every requiſite for war; if by the mere energy which the 
love of liberty inſpires, they defeated them on many occaſions, and never 
were defeated till their own ammunition was exhauſted, what would have 
been the reſult had the whole nation riſen at once properly armed and orga- 
nized ; if in the very moment, when recent diſcomfitute diſpirited the 
brave, and the fallacious hopes of lenity neutralized the mild and irreſaft 
lute, nine hundred Frenchmen, with only three field pieces, wert able to 
defeat three armies, take ſeveral towns, and a whole tram of artillery, kill. 
double their own number, and, almoſt unaſhſted, penetrate to the very 
centre of the iſland, what would as many thouſands have accompliſhed, 
when ſupported by the entire population of the country. 4M 
Had you been prepared to aid even that handful of auxiliaries, by in- 
tercepting or delaying convoys and reinforcements, they muſt have tri- 
umphed. But although you were not then called prematurely into action, 
the time will ſpeedily arrive when you muſt be ſummoned to employ thoſe 
arms which have lately been diſtributed, | . 1 
Hearken no longer to thoſe inſolent implacable upſtarts who boaſt of 
having wantonly made war upon a long ſuffering people, and goaded you _ 
into rebellion, by burning, rape, robbery, murder, torture, and every other 
diabolical expedient inquiſitorial cruelty: could deviſe, and who, in the 
| fame breath, impudently inſults you with the oſtentatious parade of mercy, * 
| | when they are wearied, not ſatiated, with ſlaughter and proſcription. © 
f When the event of the late inſurrection appeared doubtful, and the ca- 
pital was blockaded by your arms, the ineficacy of open force ſuggeſted 
| to the coward Chancellor the ready aid of fraud. We muſt perdon them,” 
| faid he, or if the country continues in its perſent ſtate, it will be im- 
poſſible for us to go on.” A general amneſty was accordingly held out, 
and this perfidious clemency extolled, while a clandeſtine perſecution was 
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| Device, two hands claſped, denoting union, and underneath a ſhamroc, 8 
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they will, perform. Re 
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continued, to provoke you to ads that might palliate the meditated 


ſeverities. a 


Now that theſe equivocal meaſures have paralized and divided you, 
where is the mercy of your tyrants ? Will they re-build for you thoſe 
cabins, whoſe flames they have extinguiſhed with innocent blood? WII 


they allow you to ſtarve unmoleſted in your native air, which their hire. 


ling rufflans have polluted with peſtilential carnage ? Or to weep over the 


© defolation of your families in the arms of your childleſs conſorts, whom 


Heſſian ravagers have branded with infamy and diſeaſe? No! This would 


be too great an indulgence for traitors, who dared to vindicete by arms the 


common rights of men. 


By the boaſted a& of amneſty his moſt gracious Majeſty excludes from 


his royal mercy * al! who were in cuſtody: at any time fince the year 1794, 
en any charge of treaſon, ſuſpicion of treaſon, or treaſonable practices; all 


yeamen who have delerted, or who adminiſtered any oath or obligation; all 


who carried on, conſented to, aſſiſted, or were concerned in any deſign or 
e for invading, or procuring an invaſion, or correſponding with a 


foreign power; all members of any executive, national, or county com- 


mittee; all concerned in ſaid horrid and unnatural rebellion, who do not 
deliver up arms and ammunition of every kind within a time to be ap- 
pointed ; all attainted, or to be attainted this ſeſſion, or convicted by court 
martial fince laſt May; all offenders againſt the mutiny act,“ &c. &c. 
With ſuch numerous excluſions from forgiveneſs, it is hard to ſay who 
can eſcape, for the act of any one United Iriſhman being interpreted as the 
akt of all, and the afts of the ſociety as thoſe of every e wh there is 
not one who will not directly or conſtructively fall under ſome of the above 


deſcriptions. 


Truſt: not, therefore, to ſuch a deceitful mockery of mercy, (which, 
were it ſerious, would only enſure the continuance of all your grievances) 
oy depend ſolely on your own arms, and the p omiſed fuccour of your 

nds, who have wars given you an earneſt of what they can, and what 


afſert of the di guſt the French have conceived at your inactivity, they will 
very ſoon lend the promiſed force of at leaſt ten tl ouſand tron; s, with an 
ample ſupply of mihtary,ſtores. If they find your men un pre] ared, you 
will have no excuſe, and, inſtead of forming an- independent republic, 


muſt ſubmit to remain in the abject, miſerable condition of a tributary 


province. | | 5 

Arm, therefore, but without any violence, which may afford a pretence 
for reviving the ſanguinary ſyſtem of terror; and hide your arms with 
additional care, for new bills are framing to take them from you, and 


rigorous ſearches will ſpeedily take place. Hold no meetings, but tranſmit. 
 bingly and briefly to your tried friends thoſe inſtructions which may ſoon 
_ Mue for vigorous and active meaſures. Abſtain from ſpirits, and every 


exciſeable article that contributes to recruit the exhauſted. revenues of a 
benkrupt government, ſupported only by your vices, which enables them 
to maintain their hordes of regimented aſſaſſins. Intoxication has not only 
laid open your hearts to informers, but ſtimulated you headlong into 
danger, and diſabled you equally to fight or fly. Take warning from the 
deciſive battles which (to the diſgrace of Ireland) you have loſt by that 
alone, and reſerve whatever you can fave by future ſobriety to purchaſe 
ammunition for the approaching deliverance of your country. 

Thoſe whom you have choſen ſtill watch over your intereſts, and will 


not raſhly hazard your ſafety, When a proper occaſion offers, their ſum- 


ons will iſſue in the cuſtomary official channel, and it will not be their 


fault 


aſſured, whatever the tools of goverr ment may 


— 
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fault if it does not at once extend to ev part of Ireland. And then 
ſhall your oppreſſors ſee how much ſooner the trained bands of corruption 
are exhauſted, than a population of above four millions, rouzed by every 
provocation, and reſolved on liberty or death; and then ſhall thoſe who 


now charge you with barbarit 1 licate and receive * mercy Which 
themſelves e 5 5 FT 


| — — 3 
Appendix (No. 26.) 
Cay of a Card to the Memory of O. Cg 


e 
To the memory of 
Jonw Jans Cole Er. | 
His independent virtue! His benevolent ſpirit! 
His ſympathifing mind! His affectionate heart! 
m0 his indefatigable exertions to promote 
Moral rectitude, 
Pure religion, 
Political emancipation, 
all combined to make him dreaded by apoſtates; by whom. | 
| he was on 
Thurſday, June 7th, 1798, ſacrificed | 
2 willing victim at the ſhrine of 
5 19 85 W 93 25 


1 forms, 
ö The tears of the virtuous! The ſighs of the oppreiied? 
The regret of the patriot! The vengeance of his country! 
x nl the grateful —— of 3 will 8 8 < 


Matchlefs 3 
and his 
Unrivalled worth. 
— —— E $72 | 
Appendix (No. 2. 1 | 7 
Tranſlation of Inflruftions = __ ny and Operations of General | 


1* would, perhaps, be „ Py * to remain long in g j 
I Tt would be more adviſeable that you ſhould firſt eſtabliſh yourſelf i in 
Devonſhire, particularly in that part which lies between the two rivers, | 
the Ex and the Tamar. This ſituation, on account of the paſſes and 
mountains, will afford you an eaſy and ſafe retreat from the purſuit of the 
. enemy, as well as a more extenſive ſphere for your operations. With a 
little enterpriſe and ſkill, you might eaſily ſacceed in cutting off the | 
communication between Da runouth, Plymouth, and Portſmouth. It would 
not, however, be adviſeable for you to approach too near to thoſe places, | 
on account of the numerous garriſons which they contain, unleſs, indeed, 
you had information of any commotion 3 taken oY which you 
ſhould labour to promote. 2 | EN | 
F4. | | th 


1 
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It is, therefore, of importance, that immediately on your debarkation, 

vou ſhould direct your march towards Deadmana, and Newport." 
+ Above the latter, and without paſſing through it, you will crofs the 
Tamer, a river which ſeparates Cornwall from Devonſhire, beyond which 
it will be your object to take up a poſition, + | . 

Your march ſhould be conducted with briſkneſs and celerity. You ſhould. 
never keep the high road, but on the contrary, proceed through the bye- 
ways, and narrow tracks, and eſpecially thoſe that are moſt remote from 
the great road. Before you enter a city, or town, you ſhould enquire 
whether it contains any, and what number of, troops, whether there is 
any river in it, and what number of bridges, and whether it has any for- 
tifications; you muſt then take your meaſures accordingly, You ſhould 
frequently change your guides, in order to conceal from the enemy the 
knowledge of your marches, and neyer take a freſh guide in the preſence 
of the one whom you diſmiſs; you ſhould make frequent counter marches; 
always tell your guides that you have quitted a different road from that 
which you intend to purſue, and enquire the road to thoſe towns and 
villages which you mean to leave behind you, or to-which, at leaſt, you do 
not intend to go. : e, EE. £4 5 


The better to create ſurprize and conſternation, you muſt now and then 
take poſſeſſion of ſome little town or harbour, and lay it under contribu- 
tion. You perceive by this, that all places of any note will apply to 
government for troops, which will be in want of them, and will be com- 

pelled to divide thoſe which it can ſpare; this will enable you to deſtroy a 
great many of them, by engaging ſeparately with the different detachments 
ſent againſt you, „ | 

It is only by means of moveable columns that you can be oppoſed J 
_ ſucceſs: it will not, however, be difficult for you to deſtroy their 
effect. | | F | 

If they ſhould be weak, you may eafily overpower them; if they ſhould 
be ſtrong, you may diſperſe yourſelves, and commit hoſtilities in different 

quarters. This will alarm the towns, and they will immediately require 
the protection of thoſe troops which compoſe the columns, in order to 
ſerve as garriſons againſt your attacks. Vou will thus remain maſters 
of the country, and ſtarve both the inhabitants, and the troops, who are 
In the towns, | „„ 
I doubt whether the Engliſh, underſtand the uſe; and advantages of 
moveable columns, 'but even if they do, you may-render them of no avail, 
fince the government has not a ſufficient number of troops to cover every 
Ant once a EV 2s 
. The ſoldiers ſhould not carry any thing beſides their arms, ammunition, . 
| ons bread; they will every where find linen, ſhoes, and other articles of 
1 8. . 2 3 „ : 
I) be inhabitants muſt ſupply their wants, and gentlemen's ſeats will | 
{| ſerve you for magazines. ER i 5 | | | 
In caſe the country ſhould be too much ravaged to ſubſiſt you any longer, | | 
or in cafe the number of troops ſent againſt you ſhould compel you to quit | 
| the ſpot where you have taken poſition, you muſt quit it with expedition, 
make forced marches by night, and reſt during the day in the woods and | 
mountains. If you are under the neceſſity of ſtopping at any place to | 
procure proviſions, make choice of a good poſt, from whence you muſt | 
ſend your detachments into the neighbouring villages. Your cavalry, for 
u muſt on your firſt eſtabliſhment create a force of that deſcription, will 
be moſt-proper for this ſervice, and may, and ought to, change horſes as 
often as neceſſity ſhall require, 5% 1 ; 
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As yon will proceed by haſty marches, the enemy's troops will not be 
able to come up with you, on account of the difficulty of procuring pro- 
viſions: and, even, if you thould be obliged to fight, you muſt remember 


that you are Frenchmen, and ſtrike a great blow. 


attack, let it be done in the night. 


About eleven or twelve o'clock at night. ſend three or four patroles, 
conſiſting of four or fix men, to ſet fire to ſome houſes in your rear, and 


in different quarters. The enemy, imagining that you are flying, will, 


perhaps, endeavour to purſue you, and then you may either prepare an 


Hear in mind, at the ſame time, that neceſſity only ſhould induce you to 
riſk the fate of an engagement; but, then, you muſt make a deſperate 
attempt. If you muſt force your way through the enemy you have to 


ambuſcade, elude them altogether, or fall upon the rear of one of their 


columns, which you may eaſily overpower in the dark, and in the confuſion 


into which troops unexpectedly attacked are thrown, _ | | 
If the enemy ſhould ſend afliſtance to the perſons whoſe houſes have been 


ſet on fire, the thing is the ſame, and you have the choice of either 
fighting, or eluding them, which, however, is not of ſo much advantage 
as the firſt,alternative,- If the enemy ſhould remain under arms, and ſend 
33 to reconnoitre, you mult ſurround them, and put them to the 

ayonet, without firing a ſhot. In three or four hours afterwards you 


 Hhould depart in column, and proceed, “au pas de charge,” againſt one 


of the wings, which you thould drive in, and, without attempting any 
thing elſe; purſue your march, and make two or three counter marches 
in the courſe of the day. : . | 

The night will alſo afford you a fit opportunity to ſurprize, and put to 
the ſwore? any poſt that may be oppoſed to you. In the day time, and in 


an open fituation, you muſt not heſitate to attack two thouſand men, and 


in the night from four to five thouſand, with a force of twelve hundred. 


From a poſt that is not intrenched, you ought to diflodge eight hundred 
men; but, if it ſhould be intrenched, and defended by cannon, you muſt 


take care to avoid it. c ; 
In order to paſs a river, the bridges of which are guarded, you muſt, if 


you cannot procure boats, endeavour to aſcend to its ſource, to find a 


ford, or the eauſeway of a water mill, If you are very much puthed, you 
muſt ſtretch a ſtrong rope acroſs from one fide of the river to the other, 
and make ſuch of the troops as cannot ſwim take hold of it, and paſs 
over. In ſuch caſes their muſkets muſt be carried in the ſlings, with the 
butt end upwards, in order that the lock may, if poſſible, be kept dry. 


Trees, long enough to reach from one bank to the other, are preterable to 
a rope. In that caſe you muſt cut down a good many, and throw them 
. acroſs at different places, If the river, though fordable, ſhould be rapid, 


and the ſoldiers ſhould be up to their necks in water, you muſt make the 


good ſwimmers go firſt, and then order a whole rank to paſs at once, 


cach foldier holding faſt with his left hand, by the coat of the man who 


is before him, and carrying his muſket in his right, In this manner the 


foldier who reaches the oppoſite bank pulls along his comrade, and helps 
him out of the water, and ſo on ſucceſſively, The horſes may thus paſs 

alſo, but it is not much to be truſted to. 1 | 
Cornwall and Devonſhire form a peninſula, in which it would be 
defireable that you ſhould be able to maintain yourſelves, and this you 
might accomplith with a little ſkill, If, however, you ſhould be compelled 
by urgent motives, and after having made every effort in your power, to 
quit this diſtri, it would then be expedient for you to make an irruption 
into the counties of Somerſet, Wilts, and Glouceſter, in order to ſtrike 
| . terror 
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terror into the heart of England, and even into London itſelf. In this 
laſt county you will paſs the Severn, in order to reach the principality of 
Wales, a mountainous and woody country, where you will find a ſecure 
retreat, and Where you would be better enabled to receive ſuccour through 


Ireland. There is another manner in which you might paſs the Severn, 


or the Briſtol canal, that is, by taking poſſeſfion of Briftol, or Berkeley, 
and croſſing the canal in the boats which you would meet with on 
the ſpot. 6 8 . | 

Fi e of a ſum of money advanced in England, and the promiſe 
of a farther reward in France, you might induce plenty of fiſhermen to 
eonvey. thither an officer intruſted with your difpatches. It would be 
difficult for you to correſpond through any other medium. | 


; | f Appendix (No. 28.) | 
Bd Tran/lation of In/iruftions to Brigadier General Humbert, commanding the 
| | Secret Expedition, entruſted to the Legion * des Francs.” 


8 ſoon as the formation of the legion, and the weather will permits 
General Humbert, who will have made the neceſſary arrangement, 


reſpe ing the tranſports with Vice Admiral Cornie, is to conduct his 


troops to St. Malo, there to cauſe them to be embarked, and immediately 
to ſet ſail for the county of Cornwall, in the kingdom of Eng'and. 

The garrifon which, in purſuance of my orders, General Humbert is 
to take away from Chateauneuf, is to be replaced. by General-Virges; and 
1 Humbert, on the eve of his departure, is to apprize General Virges 
thereof. | | - 
Ihe expedition muſt, if poſſible, depart in the night time; and during 
the paiſige the ſhips are to make all the ſail poiſible. e 

| ere Humbert is to take care that the moſt perfect order be preſerved 
on board. | | | ; | 

The troops are to receive their uſual allowances; but when they are 

ready to ditembark, they are to be furniſhed with four days provifions, 
and a double ration of brandy is to be allowed them: this they are to 
drink immediately, in order to refreſh themſelves. after the fatigues of the 
Voyage. es | F 
. 1 he diſembarkation muſt be effected with all poffible expedition. The 
powder and ammunition mult be carried by the ſoldiers, until ſuch time as 


they ſhall have advanc-d far enough into the country to procure bat 


horſes, which are then to be employed in that ſervice. _ 
The ammunition muſt not, on any eccafion whatever, be left behind; 
and freſh ſupplies of it muſt be procured whenever an opportunity occurs. 
During the two firſt days march the legion muſt remain undivided; 
and care mitt be taken to prevent any of the men from ſtraggling. | 
General Humbert will of courte feel the propriety of ſpeedily advancing 
to a woody and mountainous fitnation, before he attempts any act of 
hoſtility. He muff take care to avoid ſwampy ground, not wholly becaute 
it is unwholeſome, but becauſe he might expoſe himſelf to the danger of 
being ſurrounded by troops, who would certainly not fail to make uſe of 
the advantages which ſuch fituations always afford. ; | 
The expedition af General Humbert has three principal objects in view: 
The firſt is, to put the country into a ſtate of inſurrection: 5 
The ſecond is, to embarrais the commerce of our rivals: 


4 


The 


——s 


AppPENDIX, (No! 28.) 


The third i, to prepare and facilitate the means of making à defcent, 


by giving the greateſt perplexity to the Engliſh government. 


The claſs of people the moſt eafily to be moved to inſurrection, as in all 4 


countries, is the pooreſt'claſs. This may be effected by diſtributing money, 
or drink among them; by aſcribing to the government the public wretched 
_ neſs; by inſtigating them, and facilitating their means to revolt, to pillage 


the public granaries, and to plunder the property of the rich, whom they 


always regard with an eye of envy. x 80 | 
It is, however, necetlary to obſerve, that how regardleſs ſocver the 


Engliſh people may be of morality, they are attached to their laws, and 
reſpect their magiſtrates, even during the infurretions which have ſome» 


times taken place; it will, therefore, be expedient to ſpare the 1 1 
iſo 


belonging to, or in anywiſe connected with the civil, and municipal mag 
tracy. It will, alto, be adviſeable to purſue the ſame line of policy, with 
reſpect to the country landholders and merchants,” The expences muft then 
be borne by the great, the lords, (thoſe who beiong to the Oppoſition Party 
are to be ſpared, whenever key are known) the miniſters, the naval and 
military officers, eſpecially thote of the militia. The houſes, the granaries, 
the cattle, the foreſts, and every thing belonging to any of theſe, muſt be 
diſtributed among the people, or pillaged by them. Theſe calamities, 
which thoſe of the Republie compel us to inflict, and to which a f rocious 
nation conſtrains us to expoſe it, will induce many of the labouring people, 
and the rabble of the country to eſpouſe our caute ; but they muſt on no 


account be incorpo; ated with our own troops; they muſt be formed into ne- 


corps, and placed under the command of French officers belonging to the 
legion, in order that no native of the country may become acquainted 
with the ſtate of our force, They ſhould allo be kept ſeparate, and as 
much in ignorance, in this reſpect, as circumſtances will permit. It is 
principally by means of the new companies that tht infurrection will be 
fomented. . - | „ 8 97 | 

With reſpe to the embarraſſing of commerce, this may be the beſt 
effected, by breaking down bridges, dik.s, and cauſeways, (which is, 
indeed, neceſſary for the purpoſe of ſelf-preſervation;) by plundering 
convoys of proviſions, and private and public carriages; by cutting off 
the ſupplies deſtined for towns; by burning merchant veſſels, boats, &c. 
by ſetti.g fire to dock yards, rope-works, and the ſail cloth manufactories. 
It is alto to be obſerved, that in conſequence of theſe operations, a number 
of worknien will be deprived of employment, and will attach themſelves 
to the rarty which ſupplies them with the means of ſubſiſtence; a mode of 
liveliho6d ſo much the more captivating, as the individual himſelt contri- 
butes nothing towards it. | | 8 5 Ree 

The object ot the deſcent may be facilitated by diſarming the militia ; 
by burning the public arſenals and harbours; by intercepting meſſengers 
in the ſervice of government; as well as by the declenſion of the troops, 


| through deſertion and ſubordination ; ar d by the terror which the opera- 


tions of the legion, and the progreſs of the inſurrection, will inſpire into 
the minds of thoſe who might be inclined to defend the country. 


The moſt favourable part of the country is, that in which forges and 


manufactories are to be found. 
Proviſions muſt be taken wherever they can be found, and if any town 


or village refuſe immediately to afford a neceſſary ſupply. of proviſions, it 


muſt be given up to pillage, The better to ſtrike terror into the country, 


the legion ſhould be diſperſed in different columns, and aſſemble again at 
a general rendezvous. This operation thould be repeated every four, fix, 


or eight days. The inhabitants of the country muſt be employed as guides; 
| | whoever 
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whoever ſhall refuſe to act in that capacity muſt be puniſhed on the ſpot. 


Magiſtrates ſhould always be preferred for that ſervice, or ſome of their re- 
» Iations, in order that they may be deterred from puniſhing thoſe a | 


nate perſons who may be compelled by force to march. 
Spies muſt be punithed with death. _ 


The villages near to any place where the legion; or any column belong- : 
ing to it, ſhall have taken refuge, which do not ſend intelligence, or ring 
their bells on the approach of troops deſtined to act againſt the legion, ſhall | 


be burnt. In order to avoid the deſtruction of the troops under his com- 
mand, General Humbert muſt decline coming to an engagement with re- 
gular forces, and muſt only attack ſmall detachments, and cantonments, 


and weak poſts. He muſt invite deſerters from the enemy, and likewiſe 


priſoners, to enliit into the new corps. If they ſhould refuſe, their hair 
and their eye brows muſt be cut off, and if they ſhould happen to, be 
retaken, they are to be ſnot. 


General Humbert will not fail to bear in mind, that there are in England 


a great number of Frenchmen who will haſten to join him. Theſe are 


the priſoners of war, both ſoldiers and ſailors, the ſoldiers belonging to the 
emigrant regiments, and a number of others whoſe wretchedneſs, and a 


thirſt of vengeance, would allure to his ſtandard. 


He is at liberty to admit Frenchmen into the legion; but he muſt em- 
ploy the utmoſt vigilance to prevent thoſe new comers from entering into 
- Cabals. "Thoſe who would be moſt inclined to theſe practices are the no- 


bles and the prieſts, whoſe ambition is equal to their cowardice, 
Any attempt to excite muti ny muſt be ſeverely puniſhed. 


The diftricts, the militi of which ſhall have attempted to oppoſe the 
march of the legion, muſt alſo be puniſhed with ſeverity ; and, as far as it _ 


may be practicable, ſuch militia muſt be diſarmed, and their arms put into 


the hands of the new infurgents. The greateſt care muſt be employed to 


1ard the ammunition. 


General Humbert, who will be aſſiſted by the knowledge and talents of 


his principal officers, will not omit to avail himſelf of every occurrence that 


may enable him to encreaſe the ſtrength and confidence of his party an 


object ſo much to be wiſhed for. He muſt ſpare and protect the poor and 
the aged, the widow and the orphan, and throw the burthen of the war on 
the ſhoulders of the rich, who are the authors of our calamities. 


The militia and any other troops that may join us ſhall be admitted to the 
ſame indulgence. Iriſh ſailors alſo, who ſhall join us, ſhall be treated in the 


ſame manner; and they ſhall be paid, according to a full and fair valuation 


of them, for ſuch ſhips or veſſels as they ſhall bring into the ports in your 
3 or even into the ports of France. But if, contrary to all proba- 


ility, and in fpite of the juſtice of your cauſe, any Iriſhman ſhould be found 
ſo degenerate, ſo inſenſible to the glory and to the ſafety of his country, as to 
ſactifice them to his own ſelfiſh views, and to be induced to take part againſt 
us, I declare, that, whenever any of them ſhall fall into our hands, they ſhall 


be treated, not as priſoners of war, like ether Engliſh trocps, but as rebels 


and traitors to their country, and all their effects ſhall be confiſcated. 
- We ſhall call upon the public and legal authorities likewiſe to confiſcate 


the property of runaways or emigrants, as well as that of perſons who, under 


an inſidious neutrality, ſhall remain paſſive ſpectators of the dangers of their 


country, and reſerve to themſel ves the opportunity of declaring their ſenti- 
ments, without danger, in favour of the victorious party ; and of all kinds 
of baſeneſs this being the moſt contemptible, it Al involve not only 

| confiſcation 
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new government which ſhe ſhall adopt. | ; | | 
Art. 2d. We invite the Members of the Central Committee of Inſurrec- 
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confiſcation of the property, but the baniſhment of him who ſhall be guilty 
a s 91 | r 


Until circumſtances. ſhall permit the proviſional repreſentatives to aſſemble 


for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a regular national adminiſtration, I invite all 
enlightened patriots to communicate to me their local knowledge, and the 
means by which the organization of the revolutionary: authorities may be 
accelerated. 7! : : . ee ee 


Pror IE OF IRELAND. 


I have juſt imparted to you the intentions of the French nation. I have 
alſo expreſſed to you my private ſentiments, with the frankneſs of a ſoldier, 
who feels his glory connected with the ſucceſs or our common enterprize. 


Bear in mind that all Europe, the eyes of which are now upon you, will judge 


whether you deſerve that your chains ſhould be broken. Nothing is more 
eaſy, if you engage in it with a determined courage. Riſe at once, 
in a maſs, at every point of your iſland, My brave brethren in arms 
and myſelf, will be the centre for you to rally round. A force ſo 
conſiderable inſures to you, without ſtriking a blow, a ſpeedy and complete 
victory; and in the ſame manner as the vivifying rays of the ſun purify the 
earth from peſtilential vapours, and deſtroy the inſects which they nouriſhed, 


fo from the ardour of your patriotiſm ſhall iſſue that ſplendour which ſhall 


baniſh tyranny and annihilate its ſatellites amidſt the unanimous ſhouts of the 
Triſh and French, exclaiming liberty and equality for erer! ww 


PrRovisIoNAL RECGCULATIONS for Irtr anm. 


After having diſcuſſed the ſubje& with thoſe deputies of the Central Com- E 
mittee of Inſurrection of Ireland, who have been recommended to him by 
the Executive Directory of France, the commander in chief of the French 


army, defirous to ſhew in a manner {till more particular the intentions of his 


government with regard to the Iriſh people, conſiders it his duty, as well in 


' order to facilitate the revolution, . as to maintain order during the political 


criſis which muſt necefſarily ariſe from the overthrow of deſpotiſm, to 
publiſh the following articles, inviting at the ſame time all good citizens to 
comply therewith, until ſuch times as the repreſentatives of the people ſhall 
aſſemble. © = SO 7 | | 

Art. 1ſt, We, the faithful organ of the Executive Directory of France, 


recognize and proclaim in the face of heaven the liberty and independence 
of the people of Ireland. We ſwear to maintain them with our whole power, 


and to make no peace with the oppreſſors of Ireland but in concert with the 


tion, immediately to aſſemble in order to execute the functions of the provi- 
ſional government; we prohibit the agents of the Engliſh government to 
continue to exerciſe their duties; and we prohibit likewiſe every individual, 


f 


citizen or ſoldier, to obey their orders. = | 
Art. zd. On the receipt of this the © Netables'' (the principal inhabitants) 
will take care to aſſemble in order to - appoint three commiſſioners, who, 


meeting at the principal town of the diſtrict, ſhall compoſe the proviſional 
adminiſtration, and in quality of adminiftrators ſhall conduct the huſineſs of 
the committee. They will likewiſe be required to execute the orders which 
-may be tranſmitted to them by the Central Committee, to which is entruſted 


the duty. of convoking the Iriſh National Aſſembly, the office of which will 


be to make future Jaws and regulations, 


Art, 4th.. The notables of every county will likewiſe take care to 
7 appoint 


2 
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+ appoint à military officer, and direct the proton adminiſtration to 
e 


organize an armed force ready to march to the defence of the county. 
Art. gth. This armed force ſhall conſiſt of cavalry, infantry, and artillery; 
that is to ſay, that a claſs of men ſhall.-be formed, in which every individual 
ſhall be at liberty to enter into any one of theſe ſervices, according to his 
own inclinations and his own phyſical and pecuniary means. When the 
formation is completed, and the military commander ſhall, without delay, 
conduct his troops either to join the French army, or to ſome point fixed upon 
by the Central Committee. When they reach the place of their deſtinati- 
on, they ſhall there be completely equipped. . 3 | 
Art. 6th. The ſums of money depofited in the public treaſuries, the ma- 
8 the ſtores, articles of commerce and merchandize, belonging to the 

ngliſh government, to its agents or partizans, are and ſhall remain confiſcated 
for the uſe of the Iriſh government, and accordingly they ſhall. be ſeized by 
the adminiſtrators of the committee, and placed in the hands of the paymaſter 


of the army, who ſhall be reſponſible for the monies tranſmitted to him, and 


mall account for them to the new government, | 

Art. 5th. The ſhips and veſſels belonging to the king and his pretended 
ſubjects, ſhall likewiſe be confiſcated, for the benefit of the Iriſh government. 
They muſt be expreſsly prohibited ro quit the ports of Ireland under any 
pretence whatever. In the name of the Central Committee, the exportation 
of grain, proviſions, or merchandize belonging to Iriſhmen, muſt alſo be 
prohibited. - 1 > | | WEN 
f The notables and adminſtrators of the Marine Committees ſhall be per- 
ſonally reſponſible for the execution of this article, unleſs they ſhall ſhew that 
wy exportation that ſhall have taken place was effected by means of ſuperior 

orce. | | 


Art. 8th. The ſupplies furniſhed for the uſe of the French army ſhall 


immediately be paid for, or at leaſt with as little delay as. poſſible. In the 
laſt caſe the commiſſary general ſhall keep an exact account of the ſupplies fo 
furniſhed, and deliver to the proprietor an acknowledgement, ſpecifying the 
price of the objects delivered, in order that in proper time the ſums due may 
be punctually paid. | e og 
Art, gth. The agents or friends of the Engliſh government, who ſhall 
take arms againſt the defenders of liberty, ſhall impede the progreſs of the 
Tevolution, or ſhall oppoſe the circulation of the execution of orders iflued by 


the Central Committee, .and particularly the. preſent, ſhall be conſidered as 


traitors to their country, and puniſhed accordingly. | 
Art. 10th. Such enemies of the revolution as are pointed out in the pre- 
ceding article, who ſhall be deſirous to go to England, ſhall be at liberty fo 
to do, upon making a declaration to the Central Adminiſtration of their 


diſtrict, which muſt permit them only to carry away ſuch things as are abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, leaving it always to the National Aſſembly to decide on the 
ſubject of the property belonging to emigrants, 5 | 
PROCLAMATION to the Army of InzLanp. 
Brave Friends, | | SD | 
The Frenchmen whom you ſee in your country do not come to ſubjugate 
you, and to conquer Ireland. Armed in the cauſe of the equality of man, 


and the liberty of nations, they come to make you free; they come to give 


you their aſſiſtance in breaking the yoke of the infamous Engliſh govern. 
ment; they come to affiſt you to re- conquer the moe of pour anceſtors, 
gf which you have been deſpoiled by odious and baſe 


you 


e uſurpers, Far be from 


— 
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Fou the thought of oppofing us in battle! Be Iriſhmen ]! Be free ! Come and 
join our ranks! We will ſhew, you the path of honour, In a word, you will 
learn how men love and ſerve their country. Come, and ſpeedily our com- 
mon enemy. will be annihilated. | „ | 1 

We know chat you have long ſighed for our arrival. A thouſand times 
have you ſhewn yourſelves free by your heroiſm, and by your virtues. Let 
us inſtantly unite, and let your tyrants diſappear. You ought to recognize 
no. maſters but the laws, which, very ſoon, you will receive from your 
faithful repreſentatives. =+ Fe 5 

In order to remove doubts, and to make known the intentions of the 
central committee of Ireland, with the members of which I have conferred, I 
think it my duty to publiſh the following regulations: 5 . 

Art. 1ſt. The ſoldiers who ſhall abandon the ſtandard of George for the 

. Purpoſe of joining the French army, or the revolutionary army of Ireland, 
ſhall be admitted to ſhare in the diſtribution of landed property which ſhall 
take place after the revolution, and ſhall be immediately incorporated with 
the regiments raiſed for the defence of liberty. C 
The officers and non- commiſſioned officers, who ſhall embrace the commo 
c.uſe, ſhall continue to enjoy the ſame, rank which they now hold. nn 
Art. 2: The ſailors who ſhall abandon the ſervice of England, ſhall like. 
wife be admitted to ſhare in the diſtribution, of land, and to enter into the 
public ſervice, They ſhall moreover be allowed the price of ſuch Engliſh 
veſſels as they ſhall bring into the ports of Ireland. | 

Art. 2. Iriſh officers and ſoldiers fighting againſt the defenders of liberty, 
and taken with arms in their hands, ſhall be conſidered as traitors to th 
country, and puniſhed accordingly. . | | . 


To the Army deſtined to effect the REevoLuTION of IRELAND. 
Republicans, | | 1 . | 

Proud of having led you to victory on various occafions, I have now ob. 
tained from government permiſſion to conduct you to new ſucceſs. To com- 
mand you is to be ſure of triumph. | : 55 
'* Anxious to reſtore to liberty a people worthy of it, and ripe for a revo- 
lution, the Directory ſends us to Ireland for the purpoſe of there facilitatin 
the revolution which excellent republicans have juſt undertaken there. It 
will be glorious for us, who have vanquiſhed the ſatellites. of Kings, armed 
againſt the republic, to break the chains of a nation of friends, and to aſſiſt 
them to recover their rights, uſurped by the odious Engliſh government. 
You will never forget, brave and faithful companions, that the people whom 
we are now. going to viſit, are the friends of our country ; that we ought 
to treat them as ſuch, and not as a conquered nation. When you arrive in 
Ireland you will meet with hoſpitality, with fraternity. Soon will thou- 
ſands of its inhabitants come to ſwell our ranks. Let us be careful then 
never to treat any of them as enemies. As well as us they have to avenge 
themſelves on the perfidious Engliſh. The latter are the people on whom 
we have to inflit the moſt ſignal yengeance. Be aſſured that the Iriſh figh 
no leſs ardently than we for the moment, when, in concert with us, they 
ſhall proceed to London, to remind Pitt and his friends of the attempts which 
they have made againſt our liberty. | | TEN 

By friendſhip, by duty, for the honour of the French name, you are 
bound to reſpect perſons and property in the country to which we ate going. 
If by unremitted efforts I can provide for your wants, be aſſured that, 
anxious to preſerve the reputation of the army which I have the honour to 
command, I will ſeverely puniſh all thoſe who fall tranſgreſs the dtuies 
Fa e | | : which 
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which they owe their country. Laurels and glory ſhall be the reward of 
the republican ſoldier; death ſhall be the puriiſhment of robbery and pillage. 
You know me well enough to believe, that I will not now forfeit my 
word. It was my duty to give you warning. Be you careful to bear it 


PRO LAMA TIOR TO THE IRIsHñ NATION, 
People of Ireland, | : 15 FS 8 . 
At various periods you have manifeſted your horror of that ſlavery to 
which the ambition of England has reduced you; and notwithſtanding 
your natural bravery, your efforts to ſhake off the yoke have been unſuc- 
ceſsful, and defeated by the arts and. perfidy of the Engliſh miniſter, Who, 
employing all the means of corruption, has always ſpread divifion among 
our leaders, and ſucceeded, by their treachery and diſunion, in preſerv- 
ing the chains by which your are fettered. | | : 
At preſent, when the glorious and ever memorable revolution of France 
has rekindled the ſacred flame of the love of liberty, which tyranny had, 


zn vain, endeavoured to extinguiſh in your hearts, your Secret Central 


Revolutionary Committee juſtly thought itſelf. bound to profit by the 
moment, when the arms of France, every where triumphant, enabled her 
to lend aſſiſtance to Ireland, in order to recover her ancient independence. 


In the hope of obtaining it, the Committee applied to the Executive 


Power of the French Republic, gave the moſt poſitive aſſurances of the 


diſpoſition which an immerſe majority of the Iriſh felt again to become a 


free people. It at the ſame time communicated the meaſures long ſince 
taken in filence, and for the ſucceſs of which nothing was wanting but the 
arrival of a French army, with warlike ſtores, and aflurances that, im- 
mediately upon that event, all the patriots able to ſerve would flock to the 
French ſtandard, and foon expel the Engliſh and their partizans from the 


* Iriſh territories. 


This affecting repreſentation of your ſituation, - and of your wiſhes, 
made by your Secret Committee ; its petition for aſſiſtance, preſented in 
the name of the whole nation, having excited in the minds of all French 
republicans thoſe ſentiments of generolity and kindneſs, which they delight 
to beltow upon nations which are oppreſle$; the executive power re- 
folved to afford you its aid, in a manner calculated to fulfil your moſt ſanguine 


hopes. For this purpole I have landed upon your ſhores at the head of an 
army of republicans, accuſtomed to victory under their commander. We 


preſent ourſelves as ſincere and zealous friends of all thoſe who ſhall eſpouſe 
the cauſe of liberty, and we are only ambitious of the glory of breaking 
vour chains, and puniſhing your tyrants. 8 8 
It is no longer the ſtruggle between the houſes of Hanover and Stuart; 
the one to continue, the other to become again a deſpot. Free men fight 
uy to maintain equality of rights, and deteſt even the very name of 
maſter. Convinced that you ſhare with us theſe noble ſentiments, we offer 
you our hands and our hearts for the re-eſtabliſhment of your national 
dignity, by the free choice you ſhall make of a form of government fitted 
to. ſecure the duration of your independence, uncontrolled liberty to de- 
clare your opinion with reſpect to men and meaſures, We will guide your 
repreſentatives in their labours to accompliſh your views; the publicity 
which you will give to their, deliberations will prevent error; the: order 
and tranquillity which I will aſſiſt you to maintain, will guard you againſt 
the violence of enthuſiaſm, ſometimes more dangerous than the attempts 
of diſaffection. e | No 

: The 


A 


e e,, ws 
The example of other nations, the experience obtained by their various 1 578 

| e thing promiſes you a happineſs which has been dearly pur: „ 
cChaſed by your ſriends, and which they have the generofity to offer yum, 
on the ſingle condition that you will declare yourſelves with the Cem 
ſuitable to, and worthy of a nation conſiſting of four millions of people. 
There is not certainly a ſingle Iriſhman of information who is not awarg | 
of the advantages to be derived from his geographical ſituation, from the 
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population of his country, and the. fertilify of its ſoil, from the abtivitye 
ſtrength, and courage of its inhabitants, and from the numbers, the 98S 
cellence, and the happy ſituation of its harbours, Hr voy 
lis indignation muſt then be excited to the higheſt pitch, when he con? 
templates the dreadful wretchedneſs of the very great majority of. - big. 4 
_countrythen, and reflects that'nature has Lvithea" er benefits on him in 
vain, if he cannot coptroul the miſchiefs of the ſyſematic tyPINE.ON the 
hyely been” «2 
( The policy of England Has conſtantly nurtured the ſeeds of apume E 8 
the different religious ſects, whoſe, fanaticilm, excited .- 
lrcland from 
3 A „ . f „ s 
© From this diſunion roſe the facility of treating the Iriſh like flaves, by 
excluding them from all employments, civil, military, and ecclebaltic 


Engliſh government, ſeated in the heart of cruel Albion. 


” 


cating your children, In à word, barbarity has been carried to ſuch a 
len oth „that you are even prohibited to uſe the language of your iores 
fathers. | RE. „ Wh 


without any limits to its authoricy-but impoſſibility itſelf, or the-wilkh of 
the people, reſtored to their ſovereignty. A fraternal toleration of all re- 
ligions, which, laying aſide thoſe nimoſities which reſult from religious 

„„ Me | 8 | | OPanLons, - 
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underta 


inions, will preſerve you from the perfidious machinations of England, 


9 + APPENDIX, (No. 28. 


O 
of which you, Preſbyterians and Catholics, have been alternately the ſport. 


Conſider, in this new order of things, how much your union for your 
common pps will ſupply means of every kind to enable you to reſiſt 
thoſe who ſhould dare attempt to diſturb your tranquillity. Endeavour to 


aſcertain the reſources which - you may derive from a n abounding 


in men of genius and courage; from a ſoil fertile in all the neceſſaries of 

life : from an active and well- directed induſtry; from the certain and vari- 

ous conveniencies you poſſeſs for foreign commerce. What an increaſe of 

ſtrength will you # OR. from the many inhabitants which your liberty and 
our advantages will not only retain in your land, but will recall from the 
Jnited States of America, to which os 

e 5 | 


- 


pal dignities of the ſtate, will through every profeſſion that ſalutary 
thirſt of glory which multiplies great men. Your national repreſentation 
will then conſiſt of perſons of the firſt merit. In a word, a conſtitution 
freely choſen, which you will have, adapted in every reſpect to what your 
fituation requires, wil completely s folidate for ever your political exiſt- 
ence, while it eſtabliſhes your independence. Such and many more, O 
people of Ireland, are the adyantages of the liberty and equality which the 
encrolity of French republicans offers you by me, and which the zeal and 
intrepidity of my companions in arms will inſure to you. OS 
The power with which I am inveſted, authorizing me to make and iſſue 
ſuch r as ſhall appear moſt uſeful for the ſucceſs of this noble 


deavour to inſpire into minds apprehenſive of the condutt which the 
brave _ I have the honour to command might purſue towards the in- 
habitants during the period they ſhall remain in the country. | | 
I therefore ſolemnly declare, that every violation of liberty of perſon 
and property, all diſreſpect for the religion and authority legally conſtituted 
by the goo | people of Ireland, ſhall be puniſhed with death, within four 
and twenty hours after the arreſt of the offenders, whatever may be their 
GEE or condition, and that order and diſcipline ſhall be enforced under 
e ſevereſt penalties, | | . | 

_  Baniſh, therefore, as you ought, all uneaſineſs reſpecting what might 
appear to you a ſubject of diſquietude. I flatter myſelf that I ſhall meet 
with you, on your parts, all the zeal and aſſiſtance which my operations 
will require. I am confident that all fincere friends of the happineſs of 
Ireland, who may be able to bear arms for the defence of the cauſe, will 
Hock to the.republican. ſtandard, where they ſhall immediately be furniſhed 
with arms, and that they will. ſpeedily co-operate with my exertions to 


expel the common Wong om your territory. Upon the celerity of this 


junction will eſſentially depend the effuſion of blood, which you will, on 
all occaſions, find me defirous to pre. 
I will take care that exact regiſters ſhall be kept of the chriſtian and 


ſurnames of perſons, as well of the time of their arrival, with memoranda | 


of the degree of zeal which they have diſplayed, in order that, in the dif- 
tribution of the property which ſhall be confiſcated from the e the 
Arickeſt juſtice may regulate its partition, according to the merit of each 


IRIS. 5 Be 


had retired through miſery and 


The abolition of all privileges and diſtinctions, by affording to every 
individual the hope of e by his talents and his virtues, the princi- 
iftuſe 


ing, I am going, by the firſt inſtance in which I exerciſe it, to 
deſtroy all poſſibility of uneaſineſs, which ill-diſpoled perſons would en- 
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Revlew and Magazine: 
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JPWELVE months ago, it would have been abſolutely ne 


adopt; and whoſe Su we mean to purſue. | 


longer be denied. Its members are vigilant, nn indefatigable; 


by the promulgation of truth. Ma NA EST VERITAS ET PREVALEBIT. 
ten years, few arguments will be requiſite to demonſtrate the utili 


and, by a ſhameful dereliction of duty, to caſt an 
| © their works ſince the year 1788. To counteract the pernicious eſſebts of, 


| ciſm to its original ſtandard, will conſtitute the grand, the prominent fea- 
ture of the preſent publication, For this purpoſe, we ſhall frequent 
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Conductors of a Publication, aſſuming ſuch a title as thallhigh- we. 


| have choſen for ourſelves, to enter into a regular definition of its mH 


- 


The exiſtence o 


he torrent of h- 


centiouſneſs, inceſſantly ruſhing forth from their numerous POR exceeds, ... 


oods. have been 


the Preſs requires ſome ſtrong controul * And what controul is more effec- 
tual than that whith the Preſs itſelf can ſupply? Falſehood is beſt oppoſed 


The daily and weekly vehicles of Jacos1x1sM have, for ſome time pats 
been ſubjefted to an examination, the beneficial effects of which have been 
univerſally felt and acknowledged. Our objett is to ſubject its monthly. and _ 
annual publications to a ſimilar proceſs; and to thoſe who have attended to 
the principles and conduct of modern critics, during the courſe 3 a 5 
, and 
even the neceſſity, of ſuch an undertaking. That the channels of crit. 
ciſm have long been corrupted; that many of the Reviews have been 


rendered the mere inſtruments of faction; that the Reviewers, ſinking te 


critic in the partizan, have inſidiouſly contributed to favour the deſigns of 


thoſe writers who labour to undermine our civil and * eſtabliſhments, 5 
odium on their oppo- 


nents, is a fact which may eaſily be eſtabliſhed by an attentive peruſal of 


this dangerous sYs TEM, and, by a neceſſary conſequence, to reſtore criti- 
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* „„ of LET ITE. MF) RT ON a OE HL 
Der we Monthis,. adde the Catical, ind analy the..drialyticat, Re- 
| > Wewsy on the principle already adopted by the WIE EKT ExAMINER, in 
its comments on-the A il prints, Our remarks will oceaironally be ex- 
© tended: to other -ppblicatiqs of a fimilar tendency ; and i, aloe, forms z | 
> par: of our plan, fo gfe Original Criticims,: chgfly.on political works. - 
Of the Mrs fTLexgovs parts of car Magazine, proſaic and peetical, 
we ſhall only {#y, that we ſhall endeavour to fender them às intere{fing as 
may Be Sa e And we can fafely promise, that dür mowTuLy, | 
SUMMARY of Por fricsi FOREIGN and BONES TTe, ſhall be exempt om 
miſrepreſentation, perverſion, and all antentzonal err. 
It is intended to give, with each Slum of dur work, an AryENDIX, 
containing an ample review. of ForeigmIitstatüte We have been induced. | 
te maße this à part of our plan; by the donfilleration that this department 
of criticiſm has long. been monopoliged by men who, favouring the views 1 
of the French Etonomiſtx and otyer Philyophiſts of modern times, have fa. 
hapropagation of peinciples, ſubverſive of ſocial order, and, con- be 
ructise of- ſocial happineſs. Another motive, too, has had & 
us, on*his occaſion. We have been enabled, by the chan- 5 
Mäcution that are open to us, toaſcertain the melancholy fakt, | 
es prefſes onthe continent of Europe are under the imme - | | 


Jacobiniſm might be ſucceſsfully diffuſed over our country, and, cir- 4 

linz through ſecret channels, diſguiſed in various ways, might ulti- ; 
- mately undermnie that fabrie which can never be deſtroyed by an cen at- 

„ tack.—To counteratt ſuch effects, and, by expoſing, to avert, the danger, 

becomes an object of primary importance. * 


— 


Of the means of our information and the extent of our refources We 
hall make no bonſt. If they be not adequate to every purpoſe we have in 
view we are miſerably deceived; How far that is really the caſe, the Public S 
= Have now the means of judging, To purity of intention we boldly affertour 


claim. But to the charge of prejudice and partiality we plead guilty For we 
ze deeply prejudiced in favour of our country; and are highly partial to her 
tonſtitution and laws, toher religion and government. 'Dheſe we ſhall de- 
fend to the utmoſt of our ability, Indeed, their defence is our principal in- 
ducement for obtruding our work upon the public. And we look, with 
confidence, for the fupport and aſſiſtance of all perſons who ſhall confider 
our motives as laudable, and, therefore, wiſh to contribute to the ſucceſs 
of our defign;—of all who think, with us, that the preſs has been too long 
an engine of deſtruction, aud that it ought; at length, to be rendered a mean of 
3 preſervation, and an inſtrument of protection ;—of all who are of opinion, , 4 
| that a rage for innovation is no ſymptom of political wiſdom, and that the | 
overthrow of citzbhfhments is a. { ole experiment, deſerving rather 
of puniſhment than of praiſe;of all, in ſhort, who“ put no truſt. in 
thoſe Cofmopolites, who, in their writings, ſeek for duties at a diſtance, Jo: 
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